Jewish settlers expand 
settlement 

AVNE HAFEZ (AFP) — Jewish settlers set up 17 mobile 
homes on Wednesday as part of an expansion of this set- 
tlement near the West Bank town of Ttilkarm, a mili tary 
spokesman said The mobile homes were set up on a hill 
after the residents of Avne Hafez received the necessar y 
authorisation to expand their settlement. Lieutenant Peter 
Lemer said “This is not a new settlement,” Lemer 
stressed He said the settlers could build permanent struc- 
tures in place of the mobile homes if they desired Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has pledged doc to 
build new settlements in occupied territory, with the 
exception of Arab east Jerusalem, which Israel considers 
its undivided capital. But he has repeatedly asserted in the 
face of Palestinian protests Israel’s right to expand settle- 
ments to account for “namral growth" of the population. 



PNA reverses press restrictions 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — A Palestinian 
cabinet minister rescinded restrictions on foreign 
reporters Wednesday issued by a Palestinian agency 
two days earlier. Monday, the Palestinian Information 
Agency, had ordered foreign reporters to register in 
advance before entering Palestinian territory and dis- 
close whom they planned to interview on while in 
Palestinian areas. But Palestinian Information Minis- 
ter Yasser Abd Rabbo cancelled the regulations and 
charged that the agency had no authority to issue 
them. He complained that the restrictions “damage the 
reputation of the Palestinian Authority and turns it 
into an oppressive police state." The PAl is a govern- 
ment agency which puts out official news releases and 
is connected to Palestinian President Yasser Arafat’s 
office. 
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Government closes Jazirah 
TV channel's Amman bureau 


By Alia A. Toukan 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday closed 
down the Amman office of 
Lhe Doha-based satellite TV 
station A1 Jazirah and sum- 
moned the Qatari ambas- 
sador to protest against a 
programme attacking the 
Kingdom and its regime. 

“This country does not, 
and will not accept slander" 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh told reporters fol- 
lowing a closed meeting 
with deputies of the Lower 
House of Parliament yester- 
day. where discussion of the 
A1 Jazirah programme fig- 
ured high on the agenda, 
according to a lawmaker. 

Tuesday's programme on 
Al Jazirah. called “Al-Itijah 
A1 Muakess,” i.the opposite 
direction), originally set to 
discuss the fourth anniver- 
sary of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty, turned into 
what Jordanian viewers 
considered a “Jordan bash- 
ing" by anchorman Faisal 
Qassem. and one of his two 
guest speakers, researcher 
Mohammad Khalifah, both 
Syrian, as well as viewers 


calling in to comment 

Khalifa h accused Jordan 
of conspiring with Israel 
since its foundation in 194S, 
and said that the Jordanian 
army had surrendered Pales- 
tinian land to the Israelis 
“without any resistance" 

He reportedly said the 
Hashemites were "reward- 
ed” for siding with “the 
Zionists" with the creation 
of Jordan. “Jordan is not a 
nation, but an artificial enti- 
ty," said Khalifah, who 
described the Jordanians as 
“a bunch of bedouins who 
live in an arid desert” 

Former Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber, who also 
participated in the show via 
satellite link from Amman, 
was repeatedly interrupted 
by both Khalifah and the 
anchorman, when he 
attempted to respond. 

"There is general displea- 
sure ar attempts to slander 
this country," said 
Tarawneh, in reference to 
statements made by 
deputies, commentators and 
leading politicians on 
Wednesday. 

“Jordan is being targeted 
for reasons that" may be 


(purely) sensationalist, or 
may be due to hidden agen- 
das,” said Tarawneh, refer- 
ring to a Syrian-backed 
media campaign against the 
Kingdom. 

“So let them take their 
sensationalism (else- 

where),” he firmly said, 
“this country does not need 
testimony from anyone." 

The Al Jazirah office 
received a notice from the 
Ministry of Information 
notifying it that the accredi- 
tation of its six employees, 
whether Jordanian or other- 
wise, has been revoked, in 
accordance with the Press 
and Publications Law. 

Minister of Information 
Nasser Judeh told the Jor- 
dan Times the cancellation 
of the accreditation of cre- 
dentials effectively means 
closing down the Al Jazirah 
office in Amman. 

“1 am not interested in 
having an office whose sole 
concern is to level personal 
insults against the country," 
said Judeh. “This is a ques- 
tion of national pride, not of 
democracy and the Press 
and Publications law.” 

It is the first time that Jor- 


dan closes down a foreign 
media office. 

The Foreign Ministry 
protested to the Embassy of 
Qatar and demanded “con- 
crete changes,” another offi- 
cial told the Jordan Tunes. 
“We want Al Jazirah to stop 
its pattern of targeting Jor- 
dan, just like it does not tar- 
get other countries." 

“This goes beyond any 
civilised democratic 

debate," said the official, 
adding that Qatar is very 
ke e n on maintaining good 
relations with the Kingdom. 

Tuesday’s show is seen as 
the latest in a string of Syri- 
an-backed attempts to slan- 
der the Kingdom. Last 
month Syria’s Defence Min- 
ister Mustafa Tlass accused 
Jordan of Mudaising’ its 
people, and of obstructing 
the Saudi army from cross- 
ing the Kingdom to assist 
the Syrian fight against 
Israel on the Golan Heights 
in the 1973 war. 

Tlass’s comments, spark- 
ing nation-wide condemna- 
tion, were met by a response 
by the government, which in 
tire past had usually 
remained silent in the face 


of repeated Syrian accusa- 
tions. 

The government also 
revealed that more than 400 
Jordanians are missing after 
entering into Syria, or are 
being held in Syrian jails. 

Earlier this week Judeh 
said that Jordan “will spare 
no effort to improve matters 
(with Syria)?’ But be point- 
ed out thar the Kingdom 
would like to see a lessening 
of the media campaign. 

In a statement earned by 
the Jordan news agency, 
Petra, Judeh said that “the 
infamous presenter 

(Qassem) has deliberately 
and repeatedly insulted Jor- 
dan through different 
episodes of his show." 

Judeh also said that 
Qassem is “out to execute 
certain policies through his 
ties to suspect sides. This is 
obvious because his abuses 
coincide with the agendas 
and political agenda of cer- 
tain sides.” 

Those responsible must 
apologise officially and 
publicly, said Judeh, for Jor- 
dan to resume any form of 
coordination with Al Jazi- 
rah. 


Israel demands written commitments, PNA refuses 

Arafat: Total fulfilment of Israel’s 
security demands impossible 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Palestinians on Wednesday 
refused U.S. and Israeli 
demands to submit “clarifica- 
tions" to their security plan to 
combat Palestinian extremism 
that was given to the United 
1 States as part of the Wye River 
land-for-security agreemem. 

I “We will not submit any 
clarifications to any of the 
[points in the security plan,” 
[the head of Palestinian inter- 
nal security in the Gaza Strip, 
Mohammad Dahl an, told 
J.AFP. 

I jj Meanwhile. Israeli Prime 
IMinister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said he would not 
convene his cabinet to 
approve the agreement until 
he receives Palestinian com- 
mitments in writing. 

Netanyahu's aides said the 
prime minister was waiting 
for details about how and 
when Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat's security forces 
planned to capture and 
imprison 30 Palestinians 
accused of involvement in 
killing Israelis. 

The United States is expect- 
ed to provide a written guar- 
antee for the arrest of the 30 
men in question Wednesday, 
the Israeli daily Yediot 
Aharonot said. 

“I will convene the cabinet 
when what was agreed on in 
Wye will be complete.'* 
Netanyahu told Israel Radio. 

“There are no new demands 
of the Palestinians. The 
requirement to receive the 
commitments in writing is not 
new'." he stressed 
Bur Dahl an. who was one of 
the principal Palestinian nego- 
tiators at Wye River, said: “In 
the [Wye River] accord as in 
our plan, there is nothing 
about the arrest of 30 people." 

“We have presented our 
plan to the Americans as 
required. Israel has nothing to 
do with it We shared our plan 
with the Americans and 
received a positive response." 
he said 

Dahlan added that Israeli 
armed forces chief Shau! 
Mofaz and Ami Ayalon, head 
of Israel’s Shin Bet internal 
security force, had also found 
lhe security proposal satisfac- 
tory. 

But Yediot Aharonot said 
that the Shin Bet chief had 
urged Netanyahu to postpone 
the cabinet meeting because 
the Palestinian plan is not 
good enough. 

“The Palestinian plan to 


fight terrorism is superficial. It 
lacks certain principal compo- 
nents,” a security source said 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Janies Rubin said 
on Tuesday that “some clarifi- 
cations must be mate'* to the 
Palestinian security plan, 
including the creation of a 
“timetable” for the arrest of 
the 30 Palestinians. 

The remarks came after a 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman had said one day 
before that “everything is 
fine” with the Palestinian 
plan. 

“Wfe are stunned by Rubin's 
contradiction." chief Palestin- 
ian negotiator Saeb Erekat 
told AFP earlier Wednesday. 

“I think that Mr. Rubin 
should be better informed of 
the facts, so as not to spread 
ideas based on false informa- 
tion supplied to him by certain 
people,” he said 
“We presented the United 
States with a security plan 
which is clear and which the 
Americans have judged satis- 
factory," said Nabil Abu 
Rudeina, a spokesman for 
Palestinian President Arafat 
Rudeina called on the Unit- 
ed States to “intervene imme- 
diately to save the situation." 
adding that Netanyahu was 
**retinning to a policy of time- 
wasting and unjustifiable 
delays.” 

Netanyahu said when he 
would convene the cabinet 
depended on die Palestinians. 
‘When they fulfill their com- 
mitments we will give them 
what we agreed to." he said 
According to the Israeli 
daily Haaretz: “There was a 
verbal agreement at Wye to 
imprison Palestinians at each 
third [phase] of the agreement 
on a 10-10-10 basis.” 

The first third of the agree- 
ment was due to be imple- 
mented two weeks after the 
agreement entered into force. 
Implementation of the second 
third is scheduled for the sixth 
week and the remaining third 
for the 10th week. 

“Now the prime minister 
wants that verbal agreement 
put in writing for the cabinet 
meeting,” government 

sources told Haaretz. 

But a top U.S. official 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity rejected the notion 
thar the accord would, as 
Israel asserts, compel Pales- 
tinians to jail the 30 suspects 
immediately. 


MADRID (AP) — Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
said Wednesday the latest 
Israeli condition for ratifying 
the new land-for-security 
deal bad been partially met 
but suggested that total fulfil- 
ment was impossible. 

Arafat was responding to 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s demand for 
written guarantees that the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) would anest all 30 
men on a list of suspects 
wanted for killing Israelis. 

“We have detained 12 of 
them and we wall continue 
working on this 100 per 
cent," Arafat said after 
Wednesday talks with Span- 
ish Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznar. “But., nobody 
can ask us to achieve 100 per 
cent results." 

The peace accord negotiat- 
ed at Wye Plantation and 
signed OcL 23 in Washing- 
ton commits Israel to with- 
draw from an additional 13 
percent of the West Bank in 


exchange for a Palestinian 
crackdown on Islamists who 
oppose peace with Israel. 

But Israel reiterated 
Wednesday that it would not 
cany out the agreement until 
it received assurances from 
Arafat’s PNA that it would 
arrest all 30 suspects. 

Aides to Netanyahu said in 
occupied Jerusalem that the 
Israeli cabinet would not be 
convened to ratify the accord 
until Israel got a written 
guarantee from the United 
States. 

At a press conference with 
Arafat, Aznar said that the 
‘ Spanish government consid- 
ered that the Palestinians 
were fulfilling all their oblig- 
ations in the Wye Plantation 
accord and that he “hoped to 
soon be able to say the same 
about Israel.” 

Arafat said the 12 detained 
were arrested -before 
Netanyahu's latest demand. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials have previously said 
that several of the men on the 


list had been arrested and 
tried, but had not given a spe- 
cific number. 

Arafat also suggested that 
Israel had a responsibility to 
deal with extremist groups of 
its own. 

“The extremists that exist 
on both sides are cooperating 
in order to wreck the peace 
process,” be said, “We 
should not forget that Raimi 
was assassinated by Israeli 
extremists." 

The bead of the pNA said 
that die Mideast peace 
process had inevitably 
slowed since the assassina- 
tion . of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin three years 
ago, and Netanyahu’s com- 
ing to power in 1996. 

But Arafat claimed that 74 
per cent of the Israeli popula- 
tion favoured the latest U.S.- 
backed peace initiative, and 
said he had conceded 
Netanyahu's request for a 
1 0-day postponement after a 
call from U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 


U.S.: Israeli demands beyond deal 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United Stales said 
on Wednesday that Israel’s demand for an 
arrests time table from the Palestinians went 
beyond toe Wye Plantation agreement signed 
in Washington last month. 

The agreement already lays out the procedure 
to follow if the Israelis want the Palestinians to 
make arrests, State Department spokesman 
James Rubin told fas daily briefing. 

tJ There is a m gcfonnism deal with that issue 


[requests for arrests), ft is being dealt with. And 
we do not believe that toe Palestinians are fail- 
ing to act in conformity witfrthe agreement,” he 
said. The United States refers to Israel's 
demands as requests for clarifications, 
“Clarifications cap be sought and may or 
may doi be achieved: And that doesn’t change 
the fact that in general they [toe Palestinians] 
have met the requirements of the agreement,” 
toe State Department spokesman sail 



Iraqis demonstrate in Baghdad on Wednesday calling for the expulsion of UJf. arms 
inspectors, accusing them of; being spies. ‘UNSCOM spies and Zionists out,’ the 
demonstrators chanted (AFP photo) 

Cohen in Gulf over Iraq 
crisis; Baghdad defiant 


KUWAIT (R) — US. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen tried 
on Wednesday to whip up sup- 
port among- America’s Gulf 
allies over a new crisis with 
Iraq, tut Baghdad newspapers 
thundered defiance in the face 
of possible military attack. 

D uring intense round-the- 
clock diplomacy to persuade 
Iraq to reverse a decision to sus- 
pend cooperation with inspec- 
tors searching for banned 
weapons, Washington and Lon- 
don repeatedly warned that one 
option to gain compliance was 
the use of force. 

But Baghdad newspapers 
said on Wednesday Iraq would 
not be cowed “Empty 
&reaJs_.and vicious behaviour 
there will not force Iraq to 
reverse its victorious decision.” 
toe weekly Al flam said in a 
front-page editorial. 

The press also attacked Wash- 
ington for whipping up anti- 
Iraqi, sentiment. “Iraqi people 
and leadership are aware of toe 
US. designs and they are confi- 
dent that they can abort these 
designs,” tire Iraqi English daily 
Baghdad Observer said 


British Defence Secretary 
George Robertson, who agreed 
on Ibesday in London with 
Cohen that force was an option 
and told Iraq to backoff, said on 
Wednesday the crisis was grave. 

“There is an urgent and seri- 
ous crisis developing fix the 
wodd community,” Robertson 
fold a meeting of European 
defence ministers in Vi enna 
“With ope voice there Js one 
signal to Baghdad that compli- 
ance with toe UN. is the only 
alternative fix [Iraqi leader] 
Saddam Hussein at this time.” 

On his crisis mission~io rally 
support Cohen left Saudi Ara- 
bia “confident the U.S. will 
have the support it needs to take 
appropriate action.” 

Cohen is expected to get 
backing in Kuwait before visit- 
ing Bahrain, headquarters to the 
U.S. Fifth Fleet, later on 
Wednesday. He visits Turkey on 
Friday. 

At toe United Nations foNew 
York there was general support 
for a British resolution con- 
demning Saturday’s decision to 
suspend cooperation, with 
inspectors as a “flagrant viola- 


tion” of a 1991 resolution that 
set disarmament rules after toe 
Gulf wan 

UN. inspectors in Iraq are 
overseeing the destruction of 
weapons of mass destruction as 
a pre-condition for the lifting of 
international economic sanc- 
tions, imposed to punish Bagh- 
dad for toe .1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Two UhL-tedmkal teams in 
Iraq went out on Wednesday to 
check monitoring equipment 
and change air sampling 
devices fix detecting chemicals 
in the atmosphere. Baghdad has 
suspended cooperation but is 
allowing inspectors to maintain 
surveillance. 

“Thisisavery tiny proportion 
of the monitoring activities that 
we would normally cany out," a 
UN. spokeswoman said. 

There was to be farther closed 
door consultations at the United 
Nations on Wednesday over the 
British resolution which does 
not threaten force but which 
aims to isolate Iraq and main- 
tain unity among all 15 U.N. 
council members. 


German president to 
visit Jordan Nov. 17 


By Lima Nabil 

AMMAN — German 
President Roman Herzog 
is due in Amman on Nov. 
17 for a state visit to Jordan 
as part of a tour of the 
Middle East region which 
also includes the Palestin- 
ian territories and Israel. 

The president will lead a 
high level delegation and 
will discuss with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan,; the 
Regent, and senior Jottian- 
ian officials the latest 
developments in the peace 
process and the Wye River 
agreement, ■ German 
sources said. 

The sources described 


Jordanian-German rela- 
tions as excellent noting 
that Jordan is among the 
top countries to receive 
German assistance that 
during four decades 
reached around DM 2 bil- 
lion. 

Jordan receives between 
DM 50 million and DM 
60 million annually. 

Germany finances part of 
Jordan’s water projects and 
other forms of develop- 
ment and has signed three 
agreements for reschedul- 
ing the Kingdom's debt to 
Germany. 

Herzog's discussions 
will also cover bilateral 
ties and German-financed 


projects in the country, 
according to toe source. 

Several German experts 
and researchers in water, 
archaeology, culture and 
social affairs are currently 
working in the Kingdom, 
the source noted, 
i Herzog, who will be 
laccompanied by his wife. 
Is expected to meet Pales- 
tine President Yasser 
Arafat in Ramallab to dis- 
cuss German assistance to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority before paying a 
private visit to Israel. 

Herzog’s visit to Jordan 
will be the first since he 
was elected four years ago. 


Israeli secret service using Canadian passports despite pledge — report 


TORONTO (AFP) — 
Israel’s secret service is still 
trying to use Canadian pass- 
ports a year after two agents 
were caught with forged 
documents during a botched 
assassination attempt, a 
television station here 
reported. 

In a Tuesday evening 
broadcast on toe private 
English-language station 
CTV, Leslie Lewis, a 55- 
year-old Canadian Jew who 
left Vancouver to live in 
Israel in 1991, said he had 


given his passport to toe 
Mossad in 1996. 

He said he handed over 
the passport to toe Mossad 
after the intelligence ageqcy 
told him it would be used to 
help Jews escape from 
countries where they were 
oppressed. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
office denied toe report in a 
statement Wednesday. 

“These reports are com- 
pletely baseless ” toe state- 
ment said. 


In Ottawa, Canadian For- 
eign Minister Lloyd Ax wor- 
thy said his department and 
the country’s intelligence 
services had investigated 
Lewis’ claims before the 
television broadcast this 
week and had found nothing 
to substantiate them. 

“We continue to take the 
passport issue seriously,” 
Ax worthy told reporters. 
“We also take very serious- 
ly any representations about 
abuse of our passports." 

At the end of September 


1997, two Mossad agents 
involved in toe failed mur- 
der of .a Hamas leader, 
Khaled Misha’al, were 
arrested in Jordan carrying 
falsified Canadian pass- 
ports. 

The incident sparked a 
diplomatic row between 
Canada and Israel, which 
was calmed only after Israel 
apologised and promised its 
spies would not use Canadi- 
an passports again. 

But according to Lewis, 
soon after the 1997 crisis. 



the Mossad contacted him 
again twice. The second 
time,.m February 1998, they 
asked him to give them his 
daughter’s passport. He 
refused, 

Lewis told the television 
station that at least one 
other Canadian who had 
been approached recently 
by Israel’s secret service 
had handed over his pass- 
port. 

Lewis said he had warned 
toe Canadian embassy in 
Israel hut that diplomats had ■ 


shown little interest 

Axworthy denied this and 
insisted Canadian investiga- 
tors had been unable to fold 
any corroboration of Lewis’ 
claims.' 

A parliamentary review 
committee bad concluded as 
recently as OcL 28 that toe 
Canadian passports used by 
the Israeli agents were good 
forgeries. Other reports had 
said that the documents may 
have been legitimately 
issued, then stolen or 
obtained by other means. 





2 Home & Middle East News 


Israel refuses to allow 
opening of Gaza airport 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israel has refused to allow 
i he opening of Gaza 
international airport in time 
for the return of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
from a visit to Spain, a 
Palestinian official said on 
Wednesday. 

"The Israeli side has not 
agreed to the opening of the 
airport after we had decided 
to start operations on the 
fifth of this month." Fayez 
Zeidan. the head of Pales- 
tinian civil aviation, told 
AFP. 

"There were no results 
from the meeting of the 
[joint Israeli-PalcstinianJ 
airport committee held last 
night. The Israeli side told 
me that it wouldn't be pos- 
sible for the plane carrying 
President Yasser Arafat to 
land at the airport tomor- 


row." Zeidan said. 

Palestinians say that, 
under the terms of an 
unpublished protocol which 
forms part of the 1 2-day old 
Wye River memorandum, 
the airport is due to open on 
Nov. 5. 

Senior Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat accused 
the Israeli government on 
Monday of “manoeuvring" 
in seeking to block the 
opening of the Gaza airport. 

Arafat who is currently 
on an official trip to Spain, 
was supposed to be the first 
passenger to use the airport. 

“Contacts with the Israeli 
side are still going on to fix 
a new date for the opening " 
Zeidan said, adding that the 
Israelis have agreed to 
release equipment for the 
airport which has been held 
up in Ashdod port for sever- 


al months. 

The airport delay comes 
amid Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
refusal to present the Wye 
River land-for-security 
agreement to his cabinet for 
ratification. 

Netanyahu has argued 
that a Palestinian document 
detailing security commit- 
ments is incomplete as it 
does not include an under- 
taking to arrest 30 men 
accused of murdering 

Israelis. 

The Wye River accord 
was supposed to enter into 
force on Monday but 
Netanyahu has asked for a 
postponement until the 
agreement is ratified by his 
cabinet and parliament 
despite the fact that the 
accord makes no allowance 
for this eventuality. 


Israeli informer to be charged 
over Rabin assassination 
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Six dead, 20 won 



ALGIERS (AFP) — - Six 
people were killed and 20 
were wounded on Wednes- 
day in two separate attacks 
blamed on Islamists, securi- 
ty services reported. 

Six civilians were killed 
and three were injured 
overnight Tuesday in the 
town of Oued Sly, near 
Chief, some 200 kilometers 
southwest of Algiers. 

The security services gave 
no details of the circum- 
stances of the killings. 

The Chief area has seen a 
series of massacres of civil- 
ians blamed on armed 
Islamists, despite a truce 
observed the last 14 months 
by the Islamic Salvation 


Army (AlSV tfc .a^ 
wing of the outfewd^. 
ic Salvation Fn»t:(HS)>- 

Chlef was consiefe^^ 
bastion of the 
extremist moveinea 
active in Algeria,, 
the hardline Am ed^fifr ^fr. 
Group (GlAi- aiuT-ikl^t 
consider themselv^^^ 
by the truce. 

Elsewhere, 2V^h|yei|“s 
were woondedr oa* 
day morning when 
exploded under a bus an the. 
road between Blida and 
Medea, south of Algiers’ . 

Two of the wounded were 
in serious condition, accord- 
ing to a security services 
communique. 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
lAFP) — Israel's attorney 
general announced Wednes- 
day on the third anniversary 
of’ the murder of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin that 
a former secret service 
informer would be charged 
for failing to prevent the 
assassination. 

Elyakim Rubinstein said 
charges would be filed 
against Avisbai Raviv, a 
right-wing Jewish extremis! 
suspected of inciting right- 
wing comrades to activism 
while handing over infor- 
mation to the Shin Bet, 
Israel's internal security 
service. 

"I decided to indict Raviv 
for failing to prevent the 
assassination of Prime Min- 
ister Rabin and for incite- 
ment to racism " Rubinstein 
told reporters. 

“Raviv did not know 
about the plan to assassi- 
nate Rabin on Nov. 1995. 


but he knew the assassin 
well and he knew that he 
had plans to kill Rabin," be 
said. 

Raviv. codenamed 

“Champagne." is suspected 
of being associated with 
Yigal Amir, the Jewish mil- 
itant who gunned down 
Rabin in a bid to halt the 
government’s policy of 
transferring West Bank land 
to the Palestinians. 

However, Rubinstein 
denied charges that the Shin 
Bet knew about the planned 
assassination. Raviv did not 
inform bis superiors about 
what he heard from Amir, 
he said. 

Shin Bet officials have 
insisted since the assassina- 
tion that Raviv never 
informed his handlers of the 
plans of Amir, who is serv- 
ing a life sentence for the 
murder. 

Justice ministry officials 
were intiallv opposed to 


laying charges against 
Raviv because of insuffi- 
cient evidence, but there has 
been significant pressure 
from right-wing circles for 
the former informer to be 
charged in the case. 

The Israeli right has used 
the Raviv case to deflect 
accusations by Rabin's 
Labour Party that it con- 
tributed to his murder with 
a virulent campaign of anti- 
government protests in the 
months running up to the 
assassination. 

Last month. Margalit Har- 
Shefi, a friend of Amir, was 
sentenced to nine months in 
prison for failing to prevent 
the assassination. 

Yigal Amir's brother. 
Hagai, who is serving a 12- 
year prison sentence for 
complicity in the murder, 
filed suit against Raviv in 
June accusing him of incit- 
ing violence and seeking 
S1.4 million in damages. 


DEMONSTRATION IN TEHRAN MARKING EMBASSY SEIZURE: Iranian stu- 
dents gather Wednesday in front of a poster depicting a young student killed in the 
fran-Iraq war before joining thousands of other students to demonstrate in front of 
the former US. embassy (AiP photo) 

Saudis say Ben Laden not 
responsible for bombings 


Church of Holy Sepulchre to get new door . .^ifc-r 

I V 5 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) —The Church of the Holy ! - fto 
Sepulchre will gel its first new door since being rebuilt by the ; 

Crusaders eight centuries ago, an Israeli official announced oo : ' f . . ■ 

Wednesday. The three Christian communities responsible for f 
maintaining the holiest site in the Christian world have agreed ■'* ;‘ n . 
upon the new door in time for the niOlennhim, said Uri Mcr. 
head of relations with Christian communities at Israel’s ministry ** r 1 

of religious affairs. **I have been trying for five years to get tte !. . 
communities to agree but they are afraid of changing the status 
quo." Mor told AFP. He stressed that Christian communities - 1 . 
have yet to agree on the exact placement of the new doot ’ ** ; 

Arab news agencies to meet in Beirut 1 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Federation of Arab National Agencies ~ :i ’ / 
(FANA) will hold its 26th general assembly meeting in Beimr - V; 11 
Nov. 20-22, the group's president. Rafik Shi ala, told AFP on 
Wednesday. S hlala, director of Lebanon's official ANT news r-'k r ' 
agency, said the meeting will focus on “increasing cooperation 
with international news agencies, mainly Agence France Presse i - ltf 1 ) 
[AFPJ. which has expressed readiness for full cooperation with ]- * 111 • 
FANA.” The meeting's participants wifi also discuss other t 7 ^ : 

FANA activities and the possibility of establishing a common / ** 1 
Arab economic news service at a member agency. Shlala said | 1 

First Arab organisation for handicapped - rfw 
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KUWAIT (AP) — Islamist 
Osama Ben Laden was not 
directly responsible for bomb- 
ings in Saudi Arabia that left 
26 dead, Saudi Arabia's interi- 
or minister said in an inter- 
view published Wednesday. 

The United States suspects 
Ben Laden of financing sever- 
al terrorist strikes around the 
world, including the June 
1996 bombing of Khobar 


Towers, a U.S. military com- 
plex in the Saudi city of 
Dhahran. Nineteen U.S. ser- 
vicemen were killed and about 
500 people were injured in 
that blast 

U.S. officials Me still investi- 
gating whether Ben Laden 
was behind a November 1995 
blast in Riyadh that left live 
American servicemen and 
two Indian nationals dead. 


“It has been reported and 
said the bombing in Khobar 
and... Riyadh were master- 
minded by Ben Laden, but 
this is not true." Prince Nayef 
Ben Abdul Aziz told A1 Siyas- 
sah daily. 

Price Nayef, however, said it 
was possible that the attacks 
were carried out by others 
who "adopted his ideas" He 
did not elaborate. 


Sudanese foreign minister lashes out at U.S. sanctions 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese toum newspapers said that Clinton forums." A QQ&mHl\/ PHn/Yll/OQ QtstCX rtm/v n/ir vn/ 

Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman sent a message to Congress in the According to Ismail, representing a '*ODGI 1 IL/ly ufJfJlUVGD Old LG Ul GlIIGlyGI llsy 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman 
Ismail has lashed out at Washington 
over an economic and trade embargo 
and the freezing of Khartoum gov- 
ernment assets in the United States. 

Ismail told the press, which report- 
ed that U.S. President Bill Clinton 
hud inf ormed the U-S. Congress that 
tile administration was extending the 
> ear-old embargo, that the move was 
' 'unjustified and lacks in evidence 
iind arguments." 

Washington has placed Sudan on 
its blacklist of countries held (o be 
sponsoring stale terrorism as uell as 
violating human righLs. and Khar- 


toum newspapers said that Clinton 
sent a message to Congress in the 
past two days stating that such prac- 
tices were a threat to U.S. security. 

Ismail on Tuesday met President 
Omar Bashir and subsequently said 
that the reported decision was "a rou- 
tine resolution coming in the context 
of the hostile American campaign 
□gainst Sudan." 

“Sudan has succeeded in dealing 
with and containing the adverse 
effects of the embargo.” he added, 
according to Wednesday's press, and 
stated that “we will continue 
denouncing this unilateral resolution 
in all international and rational 


forums." 

According to Ismail, representing a 
military-based government backed 
by Islamists. The U.N. General 
Assembly has almost unanimously 
condemned the sanctions, with only 
the United States and Israel in favour 
of them. 

Ismail added that he had briefed 
Bashir on developments in a media- 
tion initiative by Qatar to normalise 
ties between Sudan and Eritrea, 
where the Asmara government is 
host to members of a coalition of 
Sudanese opposition forces including 
southern rebels, exiled northern 
politicians and their own military 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's parliament has approved President Omar Hassan 
Al Bashir's call for a state of emergency in four states to combat robbery, newspa- 
pers said on Wednesday. Private newspapers reported that many parliament mem- 
bers from die states. Northern Darfur, Southern Darfur, Western Darfur and Nortb- 
cm Kordofan. opposed the declaration, saying it would interfoe with civil liberties. 
In tire past, stale-level cniergencies, usually allied over tribal conflict and robbery, 
have meant tighter security, checkpoints and searches of public and private build- 
ings. “The laws currently in place arc sufficient to get rid of armed robbery," the 
independent Al Rai Al A am newspaper quoted member of parliament Mekki 
Baliel us si) mg. 


wing. 

A foreign ministry source con- 
firmed to AFP that Ismail plans to 
leave for Doha in Qatar next week for 


a meeting with his Eritrean counicr- 
ptirt under the auspices of Qatar For- 
eign Minister Hamad Ben Gassim Al 
Tliani. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Twelve Arab countries on Wednesday found- 
ed the first non-governmental organisation to assist the roughly 
25 million handicapped people in the Arab World, a health offi- 
cial said. The Arab Organisation for the Handicapped (AOH) 
will be based in Beirut and will have aS500,000 budget over the 
next two years to create greater awareness for die handicapped. 
AOH chief Nawaf Kabbara told reporters here. The AOH was 
established by Bahrain. Egypt, Jordan. Lebanon, Morocco, 
Oman, the Palestinian National Authority. Saudi Arabia, Syria 
Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Turkish comic aids hunger strike 

ISTANBUL (R) — Popular Turkish comedian and imperson- 
ator Levent Kirca has given up a much-trumpeted hunger strike 
after just a few hours after politicians promised to tty to ease 
stringent broadcasting laws. Kirca told a late-night television 
show on Tuesday he had pm off the protest after politicians 
assured him they would wok to change laws which allowed the 
Kanal D television channel to be blacked out for a day over one 
of his weekly shows. 

‘Kuwait set for $500m US. artillery deal’ 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait's defence ministry plans to 
purchase 4S artillery pieces from the United States as pan of a 
deal worth 5500 mlJljon, an army spokesman said in remarks 
published on Wednesday. ‘There Is a strong intention within the 
defence ministry to approve [the purchase of] the U.S. cannons I 
in tire near future to be one of the main weapons in the Kuwaiti 
army," Al Qabas daily quoted Colonel Ahmad Al Rahmani as 
saying. MP Mubanrak Al Duwcileh has charged that the how- 
itzers are overpriced and unsuitable for Kuwait’s armed forces. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Pmprammei 

15: Carom — Superman 

15:30 Drumu — Adventures of 

Heckle Bern Finn 

16:00 D*. — Lie i>n tfx Didul Edec 

17:00 French Programme 

10:15 Sliders — Sparks 

Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 

L‘*vnf f>c G>k»mb 

19 JO News Headlines 

1W5 ..Comedj — Family Matters 
20:00 Drv - Museums of the World 
2lh30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:10 Oprah Winfrey 

22:00 News in English 

22:50 Fcuiun: film — “Frank and 
Jesse" 

25:5V .CmxsJj — The Bevs 

00:50 End of XX. 

; Friday Programmes 

15:10 .The Toy Top 

• 15 Jfl -.Treasure Hum 

; IfoOft French film 

18:15 _..The Simpsons 

l^KIO Lc Journal 

19:15 ..French Programme — 
Alin La Tens 

! 19 JO Ncus Headlines 

. I9 J5 ...Cnmcdy — The Fresh 
, Prince of Bel- Air 

; 20:00 Cinema. Gncma 

20:3(1 Babylon-5 

‘21:10 -Fat Cat Thin Mice 

22.-00 News in English 

22:50 .The X Files 

. 23:10 .The Halifax 

■2?« - End of T.X. 
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05J1 

11:19 


Church TeL 4771331 

Dr. Yousef Rndod.. 

__.4K75?C 

14:21 





16:48 





18:06 


WEATHER 

AMMAN: 

Flras PharmacN 

.566 19 12 


— Fajr 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcffieh. Tel. 5920740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 462459ft 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St, Afreni Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688401 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TcL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swti- 
CdtTcl. 5920146 
The liniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church Tel. 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The. Armenian Catholic 


Bulletin supphed in, the Depart- 
meni of AfiionTrlnin 
Temperature* arc expected to 
rise becoming about six 
degrees centigrade above aver- 
age and uinds southeaster!} 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly mixleraie to 

active, and seas calm. 

•Amman 1 3/28 

Aqaba I S/3 1 

Deserts 1 1/3 1 

Jordan Valley 19/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27, Aqaba 29 
Humidity readings: Amman 
2*1 per cent. Aqaba 43 per 
cent. 

Following are the h:ghcst tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
following areas: 

Ajloun 22 

Jerash 29 

Cm Qays 2S 

Madaha 27 

Petra 29 

Dead Sea 32 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Wafid Al Mari . $6754X5 


Al Sa/am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy . .5537004 
Rokn A) Dana Pharmacy 55361^ 

IRBID: 

Dr. Lulli Shitbi t02i24179S 

Fou'ad Pharmacy .i(J2i275.W» 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh...ttWi«J*2799 
Palestine Pharmacy . 1 09 >983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Bxxl Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil [VfCTrt'D^xrtmCTa.WI 1 1 j 
Cixii Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .463034 1 

Civil Defence Emetgencv 199 

RoukRAs: 192.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Bneude 4617101 

Blond Bank... 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic dice.. ,4?N63'((» 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605X00 

Price Complaims ^661 176 

NVarifcwjKCciTpCBts 4X97467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .47X71 1 1 

Telephone Information (ditvwto 

ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ft] 32 

CerlrJ Amnva: Telephone kquiis 

.4623101 

AbdaliTei. Repairs _5K*] ]U| 

J« irdan Teles is;on 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 477411 1 

Water Autbmts 56Sftlftft 


J. Electricity Authority .5X15615 

Electric Power Co .4636.3X1 

RJ Rii'.ht Informnion 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 

H<XSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre lor Heart and Spe- 
cial Sinpei} 5921199 

ThcLskiittie.Ahdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre . 3X56X56 

Luzmila .46301 y5 

Khalkli Maternity.. 46442X1/6 

Akilch Maicmily. .4642441/2 

JuhaJ Amman Maternity. ...4642362 

MaJhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Slimrisant 3607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 560743 1 

Jordan Hospital 360755ft 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Mtushcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Atxlaii 3664164/fi 

1 tali u i. A l -Muhapcen 477‘Mftl/3 

Al-Fktshir..— ,...„4775i 1 1/26 

Army. Mitrkn .4WH61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5 [57100 

Anul I lospiial 5607155 

Al Aina) Cancel Centre .3353000 

ZARQA: 

Govt. Hospital 

HWj'483323 

Z;tit|.i National Hospital 

- - - (09)9fJ056U 

Ihn Sirei HnspiiaJ 109/986731 

Al Hiknut Mrtlcm Hospital 
(09W90W0 

IRBID: 

Prmocss Bosnia HiispiuJ 

- .<02\275555 

Rtmin Catholic Hnspitul 

f02t272275 


Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 

-..(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (020 103100 

AQABA: 

Princes-; Haya Hospital (03120141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infnrmaiion is supplied by 
Royul Jnnltmitm <RJ) infnrmarinti 
de/Kirtmau ui the Queen Alia 
huemtuional Airport Td. 
(44)53206-5. where it should 
always he verified. Information vn 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 ( 527001 Information nn 
Royal Wings .flights can he sup- 
plied on photic 4375201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

«7:15 ..Sanaa (RJ) 

Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

•*9:00 Bomhav (RJ) 

■>*30 JMew Delhi (RJ) 

10^5 Beirut (RJ) 

MW® AluscaL Dubai (RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

.Colombo (RJ) 

I5dW Ne«’ Yuik. Amsterdam ( RJ 1 

16:25 Londun (RJ) 

18:ftS Kuwait (RJ) 

IfcOS Athens (RJ) 

19:05 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19:45 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
Lamacii(RJ) 


Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh (SVj 

14. "05 Rome (AZ) 

14:10 Shariqah(AH) 

14:45 Doha (QR J 

1Si 55 — Dubai (EK) 

17:25 Muscat, Dubai (GF) 

Ws40 -Beirut (ME) 

19:05 Paris (AF) 

30^5 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20>I0 — .Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

Wk25 — Moscow (SIT) 

01:15 _Amstadam(KD 

04:10 London (BAj 

Royal Wing? (R'V) Flights 
For Thursday 

1030 Aqaba farririre at QAIA) 
(RW) 

11:15. Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpcirt) (RW) 

ISrtJO.Aqaha taniving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

2235 Tel Aviv (anhing at 
QAIAmRW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport HR W) 

For Friday 

10-J0 Aqaba (arming at QAIA) 
(RWj 

U:I5..Aqabn (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

17:00 J\qaba (armir^ at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

19^0 Td Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport HRW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06 JO Beirut {RJlj 

11:00 ....AmstenJara, CJikag) (RJ) i . 

11J5 .Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) a 

11:45 ...Abu Dhabi. Al’ Ain (RJ) 1 

12.-05 Kuwah (RJ) ; 

12:10 Paris (RJ); 

12:15 Athens (RJi 1 ! 

12:15 .London (RJ) ' 

ISU5 Xamaca (RJ/< 

20:10 Cairn (RJ). 

20 JO Jeddah (Rh 

00:10 Duhai. Koala ; 

Other Fligjhts j 

06J5 .Damascus, London (BA 1. 

07:10 PhmkfunfLH), 

14:45 RiyatflilSV), 

15:00 ...Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

15 JO Rome (AZ) j 

15 J5 Doha(QR) 

17=00 ..Damascus. Dubai (EM 
18:15 Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 
20:00 .-Beirut (MP ; ' 

21:10 TdAnvILYi; 

21:40 CrirtlMS 1 ; 

01*315 Moscow (SU.) 

02:15 Amsterdam (KL1 ; . 

04:45 - „..AJexandria(BA)i 

Royal Wings (RW) FSgWS 
For Thursday 

OfcOO Aqaba (from Nknia Air* ■ 
patl)(RW) • ■■ 

09J0.-Aqaba (from Marka Air- j , 
ponitRW) i 

20rf5 Td Avre (fiom MartaAir* 

portXRWj c ; 

21 JO ^Aqaha (fiom QAIA) ■ 
For Friday 

0&00 Aqaba (from Maria Aff- 
port) (RW) 

ll^W-Aqaba (froni Marka Atf- ; 

porrjtRW) ! 

17 JO Tel Aviv (fiom Mfflka Air- ■ 
portXRW) . 1 

21 JO -Apha ffiom QAIA) » ; ^ 
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Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh speaks to reporters Wednesday follwing his closed- 
' door meeting with deputies (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 

j Tarawneh assures deputies of King’s 
m insitive response to treatment 
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By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Rivez Tarawneh reassured 
deputies during a closed-door 
meeting yesterday chat His 
Majesty King Hussein, cur- 
rently undergoing medical 
treatment in the U.S., is 
responding positively to trear- 
menL 

He added that die Monarch, 
who has been in the Mayo 
Clinic receiving chemothera- 
py treatment for non- 
Htdgkin's lymphoma since 
MyThas finished die fifth 
chemotherapy session and will 
begin (he sixth and final one 
soon. 

to his first general meeting 
with lawmakers. Tarawneh 
also praised the King's role in 
ibe signing of the recent Wye 
RheraccotL 

“The King's role in the 
accord reflects his continuous 


efforts in securing Palestinian 
rights and his full commitment 
to the ongoing peace process,” 
the prime minister told 
deputies.* 

He described the accord as 
‘‘transitional,” leading to final 
status negotiations, and 
warned that “we should not 
accord this agreement more 
than its actual worth.” 

On the Iraqi front, the prime 
minister warned of the grave 
consequences thar could hit 
Iraq and the region if the Iraq- 
U.N. stand-off following 
Baghdad's decision to suspend 
cooperation with U.N. inspec- 
tors escalates. 

"We warn that this crisis 
might lead to a military con- 
frontation,” Tarawneh said. 
"Should this happen, it will 
affect mostly the Iraqi pecple 
and Jordanians." 

"The situation is serious and 
could God forbid result in a 


disaster," he said 

Both Lower House Speaker 
Sa'd Hayel Srour and the 
prime minister also stressed on 
the importance of intensifying 
dialogue and cooperation 
between the executive and leg- 
islative authorities, as well as 
other sectors of society. 

"When we call for national 
dialogue, we don't necessarily 
mean that the government 
must always be party' to that 
dialogue.” Tarawneh told 
reporters following yester- 
day's meeting. 

While some deputies were 
disappointed by the ‘'unfo- 
cused" meeting, others like 
Deputy Ali Abul Ragheb 
described the meeting as 
"good” 

"Though it addressed a wide 
variety of issues, it was a good 
meeting and one that was 
frank." Abul Ragheb told the 
Jordan Times. 


Czech delegation meets with Srour 


AMMAN (Petra i — A dele- 
“ garion of four senators from 
— "p the Czech Republic on 
• V:'- Wednesday met with the 
_"■/ speaker of the Lower House 
: ‘ of Parliament. Sa'd Hayel 
Srour, and discussed Jordan- 
ian-Czech parliamentary 
. cooperation. 

The talks also covered 
- ^ developments in the Middle 
- - East peace process and Jor- 


dan's position on the situa- 
tion in the regipn. 

The head of the delegation, 
Frantisek Vizefc. expressed 
bis country’s desire to pro- 
mote Jordanian-Czech parlia- 
mentary relations and praised 
the role of His Majesty King 
Hussein in seeking the estab- 
lishment of a permanent and 
comprehensive peace. 

Also Wednesday, the 


Czech official met with Min- 
ister of Education Fawzi 
Gharaibeh and was briefed 
on the Jordanian educational 
system and plans for mod- 
ernisation. Gharaibeh 

expressed Jordan's readiness 
to launch cooperation and 
exchange expertise in teach- 
ing languages, sciences and 
physics with the Czech 
Republic. 


Groups opposed to peace proces 
smuggling arms into Jordan — 

Tarawneh says Netanyahu ‘serious’ about Wye accord 



AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh on 
Wednesday said Palestinian 
groups opposed to the Middle 
East peace process, the Pales- 
tinian National Authority and 
Jordan have been smuggling 
arms to the Kingdom with the 
intention of carrying out armed 
attacks and destabilising the 
country's internal security. • 

"We are dismayed at and 
strongly reject such an altitude 
and actions against (he King- 
dom and believe that such 
Issues can be settled through 
dialogue." Tarawneh was quot- 
ed as saying in an interview 
with the Kuwaiti newspaper Al 
Ra'i Al Aaxn. 

Referring to a file that includ- 
ed details about terrorist acts 
carried out or planned in Jordan 
which His Majesty King Hus- 
sein gave to Syrian President 
Hafez Assad at a 1996 summit 
in Cairo, the prime minister 
said Amman never received a 
reply from Damascus. 

"We are concerned over this 
issue, especial])' as the file con- 
tains details of serious cases 
that should not be allowed to 
continue and because security 
relations among nations are of 
paramount importance." he 


added 

Tarawneh said the Syrians 
froze the work of the joint Jor- 
danian-Syrian comminee in 
1 990 and have not appointed an 
amhassador to serve in Jordan 
since 1993. 

Jordan does not understand 
the reason behind Syria's "hos- 
tility” towards the Kingdom 
especially. Tarawneh said, since 
this attitude had been adopted 
by Damascus before the 1994 
Jordan-Lsraeli peace treat)'. The 
prime minister noted thin the 
Syrians, like the Jordanians, 
took part in the 1991 Madrid 
peace conference. 

Tarawneh said the Jorclan- 
lsrael peace treaty does not 
harm Syria's interests. 

Referring to Jordanian 
detainees in Syria, the prime - 
minister said the Syrian author- 
ities are currendy holding 500 
Jordanians in prison and are 
harassing visitors at a time 
when Jordan is hosting 120.000 
Syrian nationals who entered 
and are working in the King- 
dom without visas. 

"Why are Jordanians held up 
ai the border by the Syrian 
authorities and accused' of 
being agents of the Mossad or 
the CLA7" asked the prime 


minister. 

“1 suggest that the Syrian 
leadership put an end to the cri- 
sis it has created and instead 
help maintain good relations 
between the Syrian and Jordan- 
ian peoples, who should not 
pay the price of wrong political 
stands." 

On relations between Jordan 
and Kuwait. Tarawneh said he 
believed that they are improv- 
ing. 

"We have told the Kuwaitis 
that we are ready to reopen our 
embassy in Kuwait and we 
have exchanged visits by offi- 
cials. in addition, the Kuwaiti 
embassy in Amman Is open." 
he said. 

”1 believe bilateral ties are 
progressing and have reached 
an advanced stage, and it is just 
a matter of time until these reto- 
lions will be fully restored,” 
added Tarawneh. 

On the Wye River accord 
between the Palestinians and 
the Israelis, Tara uTteh said: 
"The agreement provides for 
the restoration of 1 3 per cent of 
the Palestinian territories and 
die release of 750 Palestinian 
detainees from Israeli jails, 
among other issues. 1 cannot 
understand the attitude of the 


Palestinian extremists who 
reject the agreement:” 

Asked if Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benvamin Netanyahu is 
serious about implementing the 
accord, the prime minister 
replied: "I believe that this time 
he is serious, because despite 
Ills earlier adamant stands and 
his rejection of Palestinian 
demands, he signed the deal. 
What is important now is the 
Israeli Knesset's ratification of 
the accord." 

Asked about Jordan's stand 
vis-a-vis final status negotia- 
tions between Israel and the 
Palestinians, he said "Jordan 
and the Palestinians are coordi- 
nating their positions and 
actions because our goal Is their 
goal — the creation of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. Jor- 
dan's position is that evety pan 
of Palestinian land occupied in 
1967 should be returned to 
Palestinian authority However. 
Jordan has its own interests in 
terms of security 1 , economic 
relations and common bor- 
ders.” 

In reply to a question on the 
prospects of bringing water to 
Jordan from the Euphrates 
River, Tarawneh said “We are 
considering this project serious- 


ly but we are confronted by the 
U.N. sanctions [on Iraq) and 
problems which should first be 
sealed in accordance with inter- 
national legitimacy.” 

Tarawneh reiterated Jordan's 
call for a dialogue between 
Baghdad and Washington to 
settle the main issues obstruct- 
ing an agreement that would 
pave the way for an end to the 
sanctions. 

In an interview on Jotdanian- 
Israeli relations four years after 
the signing of the peace treaty 
broadcast Wednesday on Israeli 
radio, the prime minister said 
ties are stable and the basic pro- 
visions of the treaty have been 
respected 

“Israel pulled out from Jor- 
danian territory, the common 
bonier has been demarcated 
and the water issue solved, but 
on the economic side not much 
has been -achieved" said 
Tarawneh. 

The prime minister expressed 
hope that outstanding issues 
would be settled after the 
implementation of the Palestin- 
ian-lsraeli accord, which he 
said will open the way for eco- 
nomic and trade links between 
Jordan, the Palestinians and 
Israel. 


Information ministry to have final say in 
foreign journalists’ accreditation — PPD 

New regulations to end press association bid to approve correspondents 


By .Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The Press and 
Publications Department 
Wednesday announced it will 
submit new regulations for die 
accreditation of foreign corre- 
spondems to the Legal Depart- 
ment at the Prime Ministry on 
Saturday. 

PPD Director had Qaaan 
said a new paragraph will be 
added to both the 199S Press 
and Publications and Jordan 
Press Association laws that will 
give the minister of information 
final jurisdiction in accrediting 


foreign reporters. The move 
ends what many journalists 
described as a bid by the JPA to 
control the foreign press, which 
is otherwise excluded from 
membership privileges in the 
association. 

In late October, the JPA 

S nested thar all foreign jour- 
ists obtain permission from 
the association to work in the 
country and announced that it 
would — “with regret" — ban 
any "unaccredi Led” foreign cor- 
respondent from writing. 

JPA President Seif Sherif jus- 
tified the request by saying that 


the controversial 1998 Press 
and Publications and associa- 
tion laws, passed only last sum- 
mer. required that '‘correspon- 
dents of periodicals and foreign 
media must be Jordanians, 
Arabs or foreigners who 
obtained permission from the 
Jordan Press Association to 
work after getting approval 
from the [information] minis- 
ter." 

The JPA also said it required 
that each foreign journalist pro- 
duce “a licence to practise jour- 
nalism in their country' of ori- 
gin" and a one-year work per- 


mit 

The foreign press, which has 
its own informal association 
that hosts regular meetings with 
Cabinet members, accused the 
association of meddling in 
affairs that fell outside of its 
jurisdiction and countered that 
they "did not (recognise] 
accreditation by the JPA since it 
is an association fix Jordanian 
journalists and not for the for- 
eign press.' - ’ They also contend- 
ed that journalists in foreign, 
especially Western, countries 
did not hold licences to practise 
since, in their countries of ori- 


gin, requiring a licence would 
be a violation of human rights. 

According to Qattan. the new 
regulations "would ensure that 
all required papers will be for- 
warded from the Information 
Ministry to the JRA, vv hieh will 
"routinely approve" journalists 
and "return the papers to the 
Information Ministry, which 
has the final and only say in 
accreditation.” 

Randa Habib, bureau chief of 
Agence France Presse in 
Amman, said that "members of 
the foreign press feel that the 
new terms are satisfactory." 


what’s 
going on 
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FILMS 

"Islamic Art in. die Mamluk 
Hemase" (with commencjry in 
Antic by Dr. .Mazin Asfoun ai 
Darar Al Fun un. Jabal YMHhdeh 
fra Thursday ar5 m 30 pm 

* Spanrsb film 'Tirano Bande- 
ras" ai Insnrao Cervantes, Jabul 
Amman on Tburecfciy at 5fl0 p m. 
(TeL-toJOSSSt. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 
MATCH 

v Jordan Rugby Football CJubj] 
J Splays against the 1st Lights 
Infantry from the British .Army aiy 
the Spats City polo ground onfj 
[Friday Nov. 6 at 3:00 p.m. 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
SERVICE 8 

*■ A Service of Remembrance at ^ 
the Chinch of the Holy Redeemer;* 
§on Saturday Nov. 7 at 6:00 pun. 3f 
EXHIBITIONS 
“Janfcn . Yesterday and: 
iTcday 1 ' (marking Hi> Majesty^ 
Kmg Hussein's birthday) at ihe^ 
Amiran Iratararional Fair, Marj? 

Al Hamm, until Nov. 6 

* A exfwbi-, 1 i 

Don (Vi canvas by Susanna Cald- rjj 
-Jutl Darleen Karpowicz. and 
RawaN AbuQuzaldi Silawi aiig 
tb: Jorctat Ans and Crafts Centre i? 
(Anfcaoa). Jabal Amman, off the 
*S»iddEle, until Nov. 10 (Tele- j| 
>1647858). 

* “Masmroris of the Spanish 
jGMempway Architecture and;: 

Bfisentatkn of Archhecmre : 

Guide: Sfsa?J920-200t.rat Inso- j 
Corvaffies, Jabal Amman. |j 
until Not 6. 

* Ceramics by Ra'd and 
AhanclAl Detorti at Hammura-| 
hi Aits Gallery, "Gardens Sl (Tel.Sj 
-536098), until Noy. 5. 

* Exhibition of works by Pale?- tj 
ftio&n artist Kamo! Boulba enti-jj 

kd "Homage ro Jerusalem." an| 
Mrifcttoa of paintings by laics 
Justinian amst Zulfa Al Sa'di, 

® txhtbtfco by Palestinian- pj 
photographer Sa'id? 
ftiabah entitled "The Fanhesr| 
MtsHreP a Drear AJFunun. Juba ! '% 
umfl Nov, 12 (Td.$ 

ivksusi. 


Rise and fall: Crusader castle excavations 
reveal long-term strategic importance of Petra 


By Francesca Cniati 

PETRA — History has been 
shaped by events that have led 
to consequences far removed 
from, or in many rases diamet- 
rically opposed to. the original 
intention of the figures that set 
them in motion. 

A major historical example 
of this feature in Jordan is pro- 
vided by the Crusaders, whose 
use of the Transjordan as the 
Iwart of their defensive system 
in the Holy Land highlighted 
the importance of this territory 
and contributed to the emer- 
gence of national identity and 
aspirations of autonomy 
among its peoples, according 
to the thesis of an Italian histo- 
rian. 

"The outcome of the bnef 
Crusader campaign in the 
Transjordan revealed to the 
Arab World the crucial impor- 
tance of this region, and 
beyond the intentions of both 
sides, this experience played an 
important role in the emer- 
oence of a national identity,” 
Sivs Professor Guido yarmini 
fium the Department of Histo- 
ry ai the University of Fk> 
rence. 

As had happeneu twice 
before in history — * during the 
Nabaiaean/Roman and Byzan- 
tine periods — the fortunes of 
the Transjordan under the Cm- 
sadens were reflected in the 
vfcisawdff of the ancient city 

of Petra. . 

For an 80-year period, untd 
the 1187 Haitin bailie which 
marked the victory of the Mus- 
lim armies of Salah AJ Dm 
over the Western invaders, the 
historic conditions that had 
already made the fortunes of 
Petra twice before reinaten- 
alised and. once again, me 
rose-red cire became the focal 
point of a defensive 

‘The capital of the first pro 
Islamic .Arab empire IdK 
NabaraeartsI had already sum- 
ed declining dunng the late 


Bv , zantine period when it lost 
its function as a frontier post." 
Vannini sax’s. 

“With its entry into the 
Islamic state, Petra again lost 
its function, and with it ail the 
Transjordan lost its importance 
again. 

"“Bui the Crusaders proved to 
the Islamic World, which tradi- 
tionally revolved around the 
two axes of Egypt and Syria 
how important Petra and the 
Transjordan still were.” 

The Crusaders’ defence of 
their eastern frontier in the 
Holy Land was based oh a 
string of castles strategically 
placed through Jordan, from 
Gerasa (Jerash) and Amman in 
the north, to Aqaba castle 
(ancient Ayla) and the De de 
Graye (Egypt's modem 
Pharaoh's Island) in the Red 
Sea 

"Of this defensive system. 
Petra was the crux,” says Van- 
nini 

The proof is the tact that a 
sodeiy suffering from a chron- 
ic lack of men as the Cru- 
saders' decided to build as 
many as five castles in the 
Petra area 

"The closest castles in the 
north, Tafiieh and Karak. and 
in the south {Aqaba] were 
around 100-150 kilometres 
aw3y from Petra,” notes Vanni- 
nl 

Vannini and his team from 
the University of Florence, 
including Dr. Cristina Tonghi- 
ni. Professor Franco Niecoluc- 
ci. Dr. Andrea Vanni Desideri 
and students and researchers, 
first started working in Jordan 
10 years ago. 

*‘\Ve wanted to contribute to 
the study' of the crisis of feudal 
medieval societies through an 
investigation of the Crusaders’ 
presence here,” says Vannini. 
who presented the findings of 
his yearly excavations in Petra 
at a conference organised by 
the Italian embassy and held 
earlier this week at the Rovai 
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A view of the JVu'ayra castle ste excavated by an Italian team from the University of Florence. 
Visible are the nrins of two of the castle's 14 towers and the 35-metre deep wadi that represented 
the first element in the structure's complex defence system (Photo courtesy of Anna Marx) 


Cultural Centre. 

The Florentine team con- 
tends that the same reasons that 
led to the end of the feudal sys- 
tem in Europe were also 
behind the Crusaders' defeat in 
the Holy Land 

“Feudal societies and associ- 
ated phenomena, such as the 
Crusaders, both lost to more 
modem systems [the emerging 
nation states in Europe and the 
Islamic state in the Middle 
East], which were based on ter- 
ritorial control from the cities 
ratlrer than from the country- 
side," Vannini explains. 

The sudden and total aban- 
donment of the Crusader caS- 
des to Ft tra after the Hattin bat- 
tle makes them more easily 
readable to archaeologists than 
other structures thar have been 
restored and rertilised through- 
out the centuries, like Karak or 
other Crusader sites in Pales- 
tine and Lebanon. 

’This is why we chose to 
concentrate on Petra, to addi- 
tion to the fact that it was the 


key to the Crusaders' entire 
defensive system.” says Vanni- 
ni. 

Tlie ring of Petra castles 
included five sites, four of 
which are known — Jabal .Al 
Atuff. Al Habis. Shobuk. and 
Wu'ayra. 

Vannini and his team have 
been concentrating on 
Wu’ayra. considered the centre 
of the Crusader system in 
Petra. 

Located a few hundred 
metres away from die modem 
entrance to the Petra archaeo- 
logical park, on the. road to Bei- 
dha, Wu’ayra castle was built 
by the Crusaders and reused 
both neolithic and Nabataean 
elements. Neolithic tombs, 
massive hollowed-out stones, 
constituted the bases of many 
of the J 4 lowers in the easde. 
One of them, an imposing 
stone rising alone in the middle 
of a wadT around 35 metres 
deep, was used as an outer gate 
to the fortress, with two wood- 
en drawbridges connecting the 


castle's inner gale on one side 
to a narrow path on the adja- 
cent mountain on the other. 

Adaptations of earlier 
neolithic and Nabataean archi- 
tectural elements, such as stair- 
cases carved in rocky forma- 
tions thar were transformed by 
the Crusaders in walkways 
along battlements, are charac- 
teristics of this Crusader site. 

Also reutilised was the previ- 
ous impressive Nabataean 
hydraulic system, based on a 
network of reservoirs running 
underneath the structure. 

"Each tower and defensive 
unit had an autonomous water 
reserve, so that even if one part 
of the castle were conquered 
resistance could continue from 
another." Vannini exp lains . 

"Bur the remains of Wu'ayra 
tell other stories than bottles 
and wars." says Vannini. “The 
stories of continuous interac- 
tions between two worlds, who 
fought but also coexisted, 
influencing and enriching each 
other.” 


Government dismisses 
parliamentary report on 
Zai plant water quality 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday dis- 
missed a Parliament com- 
mittee report on the quality 
of water reaching .Amman 
from the Zai Water Treat- 
ment Plant, stressing that the 
water is "not polluted, and is 
potable and up to interna- 
tionally accepted Jordanian 
stand anls and specifica- 
tions." 

Minister of Water and 
Energy Haiti Mulki said the 
report, which claimed that 
water coming out of the 
plant is polluted, was “an 
inaccurate interpretation of 
scientific facts.” 

The report was submitted 
to the government and 
deputies yesterday by the 
head of the comminee. 
Salameh Hiari. 

“All local and "internation- 
al scientific reports have 
established that our water is 
free of any kind of pollu- 
tants, potable and up ro the 
country's standards." Mulki 
told the Jordan Times. “I 
have fried many times to 
convince the deputy' of this 
fact, but he does not want to 
believe this." Mulki added. 
“He keeps repeating the 
same interpretations of sci- 
entific issues.” 

Hiari. in his 21-page 
report, said water is “not up 
to Jordan’s standards and 
specifications because it 
contains dead worms [nema- 
todes], fungus and high 
chemical concentrations, 
according to recent local sci- 
entific tests.” 

He added that “Mulki tried 
to change standards to judge 
the water’s quality* because 
he thinks they are too strict." 

“Water specifications and 
standards are in accordance 


with international levels, and 
we are satisfied with them." 
Mulki stressed. T have 
announced many times that 
there are no plans to change 
the standards." he added. 
“We at the ministry proved 
to all Jordanians that the 
water problem has ended, 
bur it seems that I eannoi 
convince him.” 

In July, residents of 
Amman, especially the 
western areas, complained 
of foul-smelling and dis- 
coloured water supplies, 
mostly pumped by the Zai 
plant. 

The crisis culminated with 
the resignation of fonmer 
Water Minister Munther 
Haddadin. 

Many water experts and 
officials had largely blamed 
huge amounts of organic 
substances, including unusu- 
al levels of algae concentra- 
tion in water coming from 
Lake Tiberias, for harming 
the efficiency of the plant's 
filtering system. 

The plant, which supplies 
around 40 per cent of 
.Amman's water needs, 
pumps 120.000 cubic metres 
of water per hour. Pumping 
was halted for over seven 
weeks while local and for- 
eign experts fried to find a 
solution, including using 
super active carbon to get rid 
of the extra levels of algae 
and the release of fresh- 
water fish into the canal 
feeding the plant as part of a 
biological solution. 

• Several weeks aso. 
Amman's prosecutor gener- 
al accused nine government 
officials of negligence in 
connection with the crisis 
and said they will be tried bv 
the Criminal Court soon. 
Two of the nine face the 
charge of forgery. 





4 World News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, November 5^, i9g 8 



U.K7§ highest 
comt hears appeal 

Finochet 



LONDON (R) — Britain's 
highest court Wednesday 
began hearing • an appeal 
aeainst a ruling that former 
Chilean dictator Auguste 
Pinochet cannot be extra- 
dited to Spain, to. .face 
charges of torture .and 
cenocide. 

” About 300 people, many 
uf them Chilean exiles and 
relatives of those who "dis- 
appeared" under Pinochet’s 
17-year rule, crowded into 
a room in the House of 
Lords — Britain's upper 
chamber of parliament — 
as a panel of five law lords 
considered the fate of the 
former general. 

The victims "ill not be 
able to present evidence 
themselves in the two-dav 
hearing. But in an unprece- 
dented move, human rights 
group Amnesty 

International has been 
given permission to have a 
lawver speak: on. their 
behalf. - v •*. • 

Amnesty's ’lawyer ■" ill 
argue that huryiah frights 
violations in Pinochet's 
Chile amounted to crimes 
against humanity,: and as 


such are subject to univer- 
sal jurisdiction dating back 
to the time of the 
Nuremberg tribunal, which 
was set up after World War 
II. 

Pjnochet’s lawyers will 
reiterate the arguments 
accepted by the High Court 
last week that the former 
dictator cannot be prosecut- 
ed because he enjoys 
immunity as a head of state. 

A third team of lawyers 
represent Spanish judge 
Baltasar Garzon. who 
issued the original extradi- 
tion request on Oct. 16 
which led to the surprise 
arrest of Pinochet while 
recovering from an opera- 
tion in a London hospital. 

If the five British law 
lords nilc in Pinochet's 
favour when they deliver 
their judgement later this 
week, he could be freed at 
once and other legal moves 
against him in France. 
Sweden. Italy. Germany. 
Switzerland. Belgium and 
Luxembourg would be like- 
ly to fail. 

A Chilean aircraft is wait- 
ing at an airfield outside 


London to whisk Pinochet 
out of the country. 

Pinochet was moved last 
week to a secluded north 
London hospital, where he 
was granted bail by the 
High Court on condition 
that he remain there under 
police guard. 

By upholding Pinochet's 
claim to immunity last 
week, the High Court infu- 
riated human rights 
activists and Chilean exiles, 
who want to hold the gen- 
eral to account for the abus- 
es they say characterised 
his repressive rule, which 
ended in 1990. 

Opponents of Pinochet 
Tuesday staged an emo- 
tional "hearing" for news 
media in which they 
described the mass murder, 
rape, torture and beatings 
they say took place during 
hisreign. 

The House of Lords is the 
ultimate court of appeal in 
England and Wales. Cases 
are heard not by the upper 
house as a whole but by 
five of the 12 Lords of 
Appeal — senior judges 
who are also life peers. 


Britain launches 
blueprint for families 


LONDON (AFPV'-V The 
British government launched 
its fini blueprint for families 
Wednesday, promoting mar- 
riage as a rock of social stabili- 
ty. and insisted it -was not lec- 
turing peopfetftiii how to 
behave. 

“A strong Britain wiltbe built 
on strong families; The family 
has a vital rote in our commu- 
nities." Prime Minister Tony 
Blair viid in the Express daily 
ahead of publication '• of the 
plans. 

Home Secretary Jack Straw, 
announcing the consultation 
document said the proposals 
had "at its heart the welfare of • 
our children." 

His paper outlined five main 
areas for action: more advice 
and support to families, 
strengthening marriage, tack- 
ling child poverty, balancing 
work and home commitments, 
and fighting the most serious 
problems of family life such us 
domestic violence, truancy and 
teenage pregnancies. 

A mil of measure* includes 
revamped civil wedding cere- 
monies to legally binding pre- 
nuptial agreements umJ a big- 
ger role for gr.mdpjrenis sup- 
porting p arcn'.v. 

"Let me make crystal clear 
diet this d.vunicnt i* not about 
Iceiun/ig people about how 
they should live their live* or 
nagging them about how to 
bring up their children.” Straw 


said. 

However, evidence showed 
that marriage was the best way 
for two adults to raise their 
children, said Straw, a divorcee 
himself who was brought up 
by a single mother. 

“It is not our purpose to pres- 
sure people into marriage or 
criticise those who choose not 
to do so." 

Proposals include a national 
body to olTer practical advice 
to parents, better preparation 
courses for marrying couples, 
and a new role for health visi- 
tors helping young families. 

Grandparents will be given 
an enhanced role in supporting 
families, while divorcees in 
conflict over contact with their 
children will be given help. 

Straw insisted: "We're not 
interfering with the family. 
What we ore doing is recognis- 
ing that the family is under 
quite severe strain." 

He stressed the government 
was not attacking gays or 
unmarried parents. 

"What we know from the 
evidence is that generally 
speaking stability is more like- 
ly to occur vi here die parents 
are married than where they arc 
not." he xml. 

The government also pn 'pos- 
es to enh.uicc the advice ser- 
vices available so couples expe- 
riencing relationship problems, 
and encourage more mediation 
in divorce. 


Grandparents will be encour- 
aged to take an active role in 
helping to raise children. 

Family-friendly employment 
practices should be encouraged 
to help parents balance work 
and home commitments, the 
document advises. 

Publicity campaigns are 
planned to raise awareness of 
the problems such as teenage 
pregnancy and domestic vio- 
lence. 

Straw admitted he was ‘Tip- 
toeing through a minefield." 
but insisted the government 
had a responsibility to ensure 
the next generation got the best 
start in life. 

The plans received a warm 
welcome from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury Geoige Carey. 

"I particularly welcome the 
explicit recognition that mar- 
riage provides the surest foun- 
dation for raising children and 
the undertaking to strengthen 
the institution of marriage." he 
said. 

But the campaign group 
Families for Freedom said the 
"obsession" with parenting 
implied a v ote of no confidence 
in parents’ ability to bring up 
children. 

"Parents are responsible for 
their children and that must not 
be denied them. If it is. the 
position uf parents is weak- 
ened. The family will become 
more insecure." director 
Tilfanv Jenkins said. 


Gay marriages cause uproar 
in French parliament 


PARIS iR) — France’s 
National Assembly, m a stormy 
debate lasting into . the early 
hour* of Wednesday* threw out 
a conservative bid fcy'smk a 
controversial hill to improve 
the lot of gay and non-morried 
couples. 

The ruling left-wing coalition 
defeated by 2°^ votes to 233 
the conservatives, who wanted 
the vo-caiied Civil Soli Jonty 
Pact iPACSi rejected out of 
hand. 

P.iriiamvniarians nearly 
came to blow* over the bill, 
which opponents say could 
open the «ny to gay marriage* 
and adoption of children by 
homosexual couple*. 

Conservative Christine 

Bounin had pledged to address 
the jsscrnhh for four hours to 
detail 12 reasons to reject the 
bill on the grounds that it con- 
tradicts the Constitution. 

In the end. she filibustered tor 
more than five hour* 

Tlie bill is intended to 
improve the rights of people 
living together, allowing for 
example eiwhabiting couples to 
file joint lax returns and share 
inheritance ;id vantages. 

Applying to homosexual 


couples, and in some cases to 
brothers and sisters, it has 
sparked a furious debate on the 
evolution of social values in 
this once deeply Roman 
Cutholie country. 

Bishop* have condemned it 
as “useless and dangerous". 
Groups of Christians are pray- 
ing in churches and convents 
Tor the hill to he defeated. 
Printers in Paris metro stations 
warn of tin end to the family. 

But the word PACS ’has 
already become p.in of the pop- 
ular language, with young peo- 
ple jokingly asking each other 
“Do you want to poo. with 
mcT Further debate on the hill 
is to go on ai the weekend. 

The S<.x:iaJi*t-led government 
of Prime Minfrcr Lionel 
Jospin has said it w ants the bill 
passed by next Tuesday. But 
with the opposition tabling 
some 1.0110 amendments the 
debate Iwkcd sel to list longer 
and upset the assembly's agen- 
da. 

Leftwingers say tire PACS is 
needed to adapt outdated laws 
to the evolution of French soci- 
ety. w here marriages arc on the 
decline and many young cou- 
ples do not bother to go t>» 


church or the registrar's office 
to seal their relationship. 

Conservatives see the PACS 
as a haphazard demagogic con- 
.semetion that makes legal non- 
sense. contradicts a host of pro- 
visions of the civil code and 
harms the rights of families and 
children. 

It is seen as a test of the coali- 
tion's left-wing credentials 
after more than a year in office. 
Gay rights groups have said 
they will watch closely to make 
sure the ruling coition docs 
not renege on an election 
pledge to promote the Civil 
Solidarity Pact 

The bill was modified and 
rcsubmincd to the Assembly 
which had rejected it on a tech- 
nicality on Oct. 9. 

Embarrassing the govern- 
ment. many members of tire 
ruling coalition, particularly 
deputies from rural areas who 
feared a voters backlash, had 
failed to turn up for the first 
vote. 

Daniel VaiUam. Minister for 
Relations with Parliament said 
the government would not call 
u confidence vote over tire bill 
but would closely follow the 
debate. 


Isabel Allende (right), the novelist and daughter of former Chilean leader Salvador 
Allende. with supporters, talks to reporters outside the House of Lords. Five law lords 
from the House of Lords. Britains upper chamber of parliament and the highest court 
In the land, began hearing an appeal against a ruling that former Chilean dictator 
Augosto Pinochet cannot be extradited to Spain to face charges of torture and geno- 
cide (Reuters photo) 

France distances itself 
from NATO officer 
accused of aiding Serbs 


PARIS (AP» — French offi- 
cials Wednesday m night to 
distance themselves from a 
French officer accused of 
supplying sensitive informa- 
tion on planned NATO 
airs trikes to Serbs during the 
October standoff over 
Kosov o. 

Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrinc. in an interview with 
LCI television, said the matter 
was "extremely regrettable" 
but "in r.n way" would harm 
France's role in the NATO 
alliance. 

“What happened is in no 
wav linked to out policies 
which arc totally clear." 
Vedrinc said. "And our part- 
ners are well aware of that." 

Pierre Bunel. a 46-year-uld 
French army official posted in 
Brussels, was arrested hist 
week and faces 15 years in 
jail for supplying "intelli- 
gence to a foreign power.*’ It 
was the second incident this 
year involving a French offi- 
cer allegedly compromising 
NATO activities in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

French authorities earlier 
this year recalled Muj. Hervo 
Gourmelon from duty in 
Bosnia following repons his 


contacts with Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karad/ic led 
NATO to abort a mission to 
arrest Karadzic so he be tried 
at the Yugoslav war crimes 
tribunal in The Hague. 

Tlie French government 
long has been considered by 
its Western allies of being 
sympathetic to the Serbs. It is 
a relationship dating back to 
World War I when France 
along with Britain helped set 
up an independent Yugoslavia 
alter tile Ottoman Empire col- 
lapsed. 

Judicial sources in France, 
who requested anonymity, 
said Bunel allegedly gave 
Serbian officials a list of areas 
that NATO was targeting for 
airstrikes. He has been placed 
under formal investigation — 
one step short of being 
charged. 

The Le Monde daily report- 
ed Wednesday dial Bunel hud 
met four times between July 
and Oclober with Jovan 
Milanovic. a Yugoslav diplo- 
mat stationed in Brussels who 
also worked for Yugoslav 
intelligence and allegedly 
received the secret NATO list 
of targets. 

Western powers led by the 


United States threatened 
NATO airstrikes to force 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic to respect an Oct. 
12 agreement to withdraw 
police and military forces in 
Kosovo to levels before a 
February crackdown on 
Albanian separatists. 

Vedrinc said Wednesday "at 
first glance" it seemed Bunel 
hadn't given away important 
information. 

The newspaper Liberation 
cited unidentified French 
diplomats as saying Bunel 
would not have had a target 
list at his disposal. 

Fortner U.N. commander in 
Bosnia. Lt. Gen. Philippe 
Mnrillun. said in an interview 
with the newspaper Le 
Parisian that the affair was 
"fortunately an exception." 

"It would be awful if an act 
of treason like this were to 
lead the public to doubt for a 
second (lie loyalty of all our 
soldiers to their missions in 
Yugoslavia.” Morillon was 
quoted as saying. 

“If this officer is guilty he 
will be punished. But for the 
otiiers, there’s no cause for 
unease." 


Japan schoolchildren get 
sick after having soup 


TOKYO (R) — Dozens of 
schoolchildren fell sick in 
southwestern Japan 

Wednesday in what could he a 
new poisoning case, pnliee 
said. 

Police in Shirmuic prefecture 
said 35 children und i«ne 
teacher at a junior liigh school 
complained of nausea and 
stomach pains shortly after eat- 
ing a Nchi'nl lunch which 
included bean-paste v mp. 
None "os in serious condition, 
police said. 

Police stid they .suspect the 
soup was laced with some kind 
of toxic chemical. If their suspi- 


cions arc confirmed, it would 
be the third poisoning case to 
hil tlie ctmnuy in the past 10 
days. 

Friday coffee ami lea laced 
with highly toxic sodium azide 
made eight ik*eturs ill at a hos- 
pital in western Japan. Sodium 
azide is widely used in airbags, 
fertilisers and nmj-mould 
preservatives. 

Tliera have hccn more than a 
dozen poisoning incidents since 
the start of the year, and subum 
li/.idc has been used in several 
other incidents, including one 
in northern Japan this summer 
in which H) fell ill after drink- 


ing poisoned coffee and tea. 

No arrests have been made in 
that case. In a July incident, 
lour people were killed and 60 
made ill by eating curry tainted 
with arsenic at a neighbour- 
iiocid festival in the eastern city 
of Wakayama. 

On Aug. 3 1 . u man died Iwutx 
;iftcr drinking a can of tea laced 
with sodium cyanide he bought 
at a supermarket in the central 
prefecture of Nagano, police 
said. 

Investigator* and crime experts 
have described some of the poi- 
sonings as tlK* work ofimitalors 
seeking attention. 


Pinochet must not go unptij 

PARIS (R) — French Justice Minister 
said Wednesday former Chilean 
Pinochet must not go unpunished for the$j 
he committed during his rule. Guigou sa__ 
send Britain an extradition request as 
received it from the judge who issued aajj 
arrest warrant for Pinochet Monday. “A£p 
arrest warrant has been issued,” she told jo^L 
a cabinet meeting. “As soon as an extraditi|^ 
passed to me, I will forward it immediateLy^ 
ic channels to the British authorities. 
Pinochet’s crimes must not remain 

added. French prosecutors Tuesday 

Britain to arrest Pinochet pending arrival of 
tion request. French investigating magisL_ 
Leloir issued the international arrest warrant iji 
tion with his probe into the disappearance dFffig 
Marcel Amiel-Baquet, Rene Chanfreau 
Pesle during Pinochet’s rule in the 1970s. AieS 
of the House of Lords, the upper house of fbeTJag 
liament, is expected to make a final appeaLrff^ 
end of the week on the validity of the Spamsfa|| 
rant which originally prompted Britam^fif 
Pinochet two weeks ago. Britain’s High-, 
already ruled that as a former head of staffed 
imm une from prosecution and should be free ' 
one of several European countries where ' 
seeking Pinochet’s arrest and trial. 

Three Serb civilians inju 
in rebel attack 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AFP) — Three SerM§ 
a coal mine near Pristina were injured in anlaf 
ethnic Albanian rebels of the Kosovo Liberal 
(KLA). a policeman at the scene told AFP 
The KLA rebels opened fire late Tuesday on r 


s souinwesi ui rmuua, me h i: . 

information centre said earlier. The two vehicles ridtUed&d^ 1, ° e P u 1 ‘ 
with bullet holes and with traces of blood inside were' 
still at the scene Wednesday. Desimir Prodanovic,jn 
engineer and his driver Dragisa Stepanovic were sen®*, 
ly injured, whiJe Slavoljub Tanaskovic was slightlyi 
wounded, the centre said. Police said the drivers of bob 
vehicles drove while wounded to an area where thej ■ 
knew they would find a police presence. Clashes lastimi* #1 
an hour and a half then erupted between security force l||J 
and the alleged rebels, police said. Residents of the nw 
by village of Spitula. which is under KLA control con 
finned that the attack had taken place. In June, KUJVjTCA r • 
rebels captured the area around the Belacevac mine Wrone- L\- 
were ousted a week later by Serb security forces. TW-. : n unc 
Belacevac mine produces most of the coal for Kosovo'^ jjo»tn: m ’• 
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BRUSSELS (AFP) — A majonty of European Uma^ 
chief vets Wednesday voted for an end to the worldwide ^iden;'- 
embargo on British beef, imposed in. March I99f * |, ;rni ..- u 
because of fears of “mad cow” disease. Eight of the ii.s - ;rT1 in ',i, r 
members of the EU’s Standing Veterinary Committed .' n . 
voted for the ban to be lifted, two abstained and fivL (l j,, 
voted against, a European Commission spokesman saiCj (it ^ ^ 
The level of support for the commission proposal wajir-fot v- 
not sufficient for the ban to be lifted immediately undeT^ ^ ‘- r '■ 
the EU’s system of weighted voting. But the fact that j # \ i( ‘ v 
majority of countries supported the move clears the wa ^ ^ ‘ 
for it to be lifted by the end of this year. When the conj : ^“ . j.V 
mission's proposal is next discussed, at a meeting a'.,'' J "‘- 
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power plants. 

EU chief vets clear way for end 
to British beef embargo 


■vr 


farm ministers on Nov. 23-24, a simple majority L r ’T r . ' 

favour will be sufficient to push the proposal through. 
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European Commission bans 
Portuguese beef exports 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The European 
Wednesday banned Portugal from exporting beef anT .* 1 
live cattle because of its failure ro implement legislatira J 
designed to prevent the spread of “mad cow” disease . 

The move follows last Friday's vote in favour of a world- 

^ munir, 
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wide 
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embargo by the European Union's Standii? ^ r ’ 

Veterinary Committee, made up of chief vets from the 1- ^ 

European Union countries. The ban will come into fonr. " 1 ' <n r-..,.p 

as soon as the legal regulation has been translated into . aid >; L . ' c 

the 1 1 official EU languages and will apply, provisional- " a ^irnij n fl[ 
ly, for nine months for meat and 18 months for live m ’ 

mals. The commission’s decision reflects concern (toi # ^ '! ihmi , llSi> ‘" 
the Portuguese authorities have failed to enforce an El^ '‘j 11 :* ami ,■ 

m t 


k'Jfl;. 

-'T^rc-. 


wide ban on the use of ground-up animal carcasses in;* 1 - 
cattle feed. The practice is believed to have been resfwtf : 
siblc for ihe development and spread of "mad cordis- ^"cratic 
ease, or bovine spongiform enchephalopathy (BSE )>' ' ' ! _ n 

Britain in the late 1980s. The practice was banned by ' ,ir ‘ 

EU in 1996 but recent commission inspections have thv ’ -*liiti, n ^ ^ • ;n ^ 
covered that it is still widespread in Portugal, where fr ite ^ 
new cases of BSE have been recorded this year. Feat* 0 ' 
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the disease spreading have already cost Portugal a>; Tr B v |, 
biggest export market. Neighbouring Spain suspends ^ 
imports in September. The other main overseas outlet - l -"n , r..| n) 1, - Jn 
for Portuguese beef were its former colony Angdi *1 
Belgium and Luxembourg. The commission’s appro™ ' 
of the ban on Portuguese beef came on the day ih ® -3 li 
majority of EU chief vets backed the lifting of ihe W^ju 
year-old embargo on British beef. " * 

Department store apologises for 
mistake in its Scrabble ad 

NORWALK. Connecticut TAP) — Deirdre Ancon, 
avid Scrabble player, was horrified to discover bow 
famous board game was being advertised in her local tn - 
cular. A Caldor department store ad included a ph f * £ j' 
graph of rwo boys sitting around a Scrabble board 
the word “RAPE" spelled out in riles arranged vcrl i^!i 
“I was just shocked that was allowed to slip through u* 
cracks. ’ said Armon. the mother of two girls. "To 
go out in a flier especially for toys, that made ft ** 7 ' 
more gruesome.'’ Caldor apologised Tuesday for the 
lake and said it does not know how 1 1 million cop^ 
the image — in which the word “RAPE” appeared 
board alongside two nonsense words — got pa** 
readers. The Norwalk-based discount chain 
the problem late Friday when a customer called to 
plain about the toy ad. which appeared in a special ^ 

lers. “Obvir" 

— — > - — f m mmui woman 

Bclodeuu. “It's not something that we would evcr l v^' K 
done intentionally. While we do proofread these th'% 
very carefully, with the volume on that particular p 8 ^' 
that was something that was missed.” 
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Democratic Sen. Patty Murray receives a congratulatory hug from her son Randy, 22, during election night Nov. 3 
in downtown Seattle. Early returns showed Murray, who is known as ‘the mom in tennis shoes', with a command- 
ing lead over Republican challenger Linda Smith (Reuters photo) 

Voters defy odds, tradition 
and give Clinton boost 


■WASHINGTON (Ri — 
‘Democrats Wednesday cel- 
ebrated an unexpectedly 
strong showing in U.S. 
mid-term elections that but- 
tressed Bill Clinton’s trou- 
bled presidency - against the 
lingering Monica Lewinsky 
scandal. 

Republicans, who had 
tried to make political hay 
of the president’s affair 
with the former White 
House intern in the closing 
days of the campaign, 
apparently miscalculated 
• the mood of the electorate 
and were left to weigh the 
political fall-out from key 
'losses in New York, 
California and the south. 

Women, blacks and 
Hispanics rallied to support 
Clinton against threatened 
impeachment, confounding 
the odds by allowing 
Democrats to score across 
the board, picking up seats 
in the House, blocking any 
Republican gains in the 
Senate and winning the 
election’s single biggest 
prize — the governorship 
of California. 

“This is a party that’s 
back all over the country, 
competitive in every 
region.” said Steve 
Grossman, chairman of the 
Democratic National 

Committee. “I think voters 
spoke loudly and clearly ... 
Republicans in Congress 
ought to listen up." 

The Democratic gains in 
Tuesday's election sur- 
prised political analysis and 
defied tradition. Not since 
1934 has the president's 
party gained House seats in 
a mid-term election. 

Although Republicans 
retained control of both 
i Houses of Congress , the 


result was clearly a rebuff. 

“This is a tough business, 
it's been a tough year.” 
House Majority leader Dick 
Armey said. 

“Everything serious about 
life in America has been 
drowned out with Monica 
Lewinsky ... it’s been very 
difficult to get a serious 
message about .serious pub- 
lic policy out in America 
when the country has been 
really obsessing over the 
president's antics in the 
White House,” the Texas 
Republican said. 

Other Republicans read 
the results as a wake-up 
call. Sen. Orrin Hatch of 
Utah said the party “has to 
get off its dime” and active- 
ly court minority voters 
such as Hispanics. African 
Americans and others. 

Democrat Gray Davis 
ended 16 years of 
Republican rule of the cru- 
cial state of California. In 
New York. Representative 
Charles Schumer threw 
Republican Sen. Alfonse 
D’ Amato out. 

Among the other stories 
on a surprising night was 
the election *of wrestler 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura 
as governor of Minnesota 
on a third party ticket over 
Democrat Hubert 

Humphrey, son of a former 
vice president, and a 
Republican. 

With results from the 
West Coast still outstand- 
ing. Democrats appeared 
headed for a net gain of 
between two and five seats 
in the House. In the Senate, 
Democrats avoided a net 
loss of seats, a major disap- 
pointment for Republicans 
who had counted on win- 
ning at least two. 


Women voted Democrat 
nationwide by 55 to 45 per 
cent. Blacks almost dou- 
bled their share of the total 
vote compared to 1994 and 
went for Democrats by 89 
to 10 per cent. Hispanics 
also doubled their share and 
backed Democrats by 65 to 
31 percent. 

Thirty-four Senate seats, 
36 governorships and all 
435 seats in the House were 
at stake in the elections, 
which was also seen as an 
unofficial referendum on 
whether Clinton should be 
impeached for alleged per- 
jury and obstruction of jus- 
tice arising from bis rela- 
tionship with Lewinsky. 

Less than a month before 
election day, the House 
voted to begin an impeach- 
ment investigation into 
whether Clinton committed 
perjury or obstructed justice 
in trying to cover up his 
affair. 

As election results flowed 
in, the recriminations start- 
ed. 

‘This is a very • great 
night. I never thought we’d 
do this well in my wildest 
dreams,” said Democradc 
Party chairman Roy Romer. 
He said he had spoken to 
Clinton during the evening 
and “obviously the presi- 
dent feels very good.” 
House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich put a brave face 
on " the disappointing 
Republican night, saying it 
was the first time in 70 
years that his party had kept 
control of the House for 
three consecutive elections. 

“You would think to do 
something for the first time 
in 70 years would be a big 
deal but not among 
Washington pundits,” 


Gingrich told cheering sup- 
porters in Georgia. 

But he seemed certain to 
face criticism for his deci- 
sion to run television adver- 
tisements in the final week 
of the campaign urging vot- 
ers to punish Clinton for 
lying about his relationship 
with Lewinsky by turning 
Democrats out of office. 

Clinton’s former White 
House Chief of Staff Leon 
Panetta said the impeach- 
ment process would go 
ahead but with much less 
impetus. “I certainly 
wouldn’t draw the conclu- 
sion this ends the process. I 
think it’s going to go for- 
ward. (But) I think the elec- 
tion takes the steam out,” 
Panetta said. 

Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush, son of the former 
president, who was reelect- 
ed by a landslide, said bis 
victory showed 

Republicans bad to be com- 
passionate and reasonable 
to win. 

A detailed breakdown of 
the elections showed the 
scale of the Democratic vic- 
tory. Democrat John 
Edwards defeated North 
Carolina Sen. Lauch 
Faircloth in North Carolina 
while Democrats pushed 
Republican governors out 
of office in Alabama and 
South Carolina and cap- 
tured Iowa. 

Vulnerable Democrats 
held on in Senate races in 
South Carolina, Wisconsin. 
California and Nevada. In 
Kentucky, Republican Jim 
Bunn mg, a member of the 
baseball Hall of Fame, was 
the provisional winner 
pending a recount against 
Democrat Scott Baesler, a 
former basketball star. 


EU defence ministers 
debate bloc’s military role 


VIENNA (R) — European 
Union defence ministers 
met Wednesday to discuss 
strengthening the 15-nation 
bloc's military role to cope 
with crises close to home. 

Invited by the Austrian 
EU presidency, the minis- 
ters gathered for informal 
talks on the practical impli- 
cations of the Amsterdam 
Treaty, which lays the 
ground for a common for- 
eign and security policy. 

Austrian Defence 

Minister Werner 

Fasslabend said Europe had 
to learn the lessons of 
Bosnia and Kosovo and 
find ways of intervening 
militarily when necessary 
in its own backyard. 

“We Europeans simply 
have to be willing and able 


to get to grips with 
European crises and con- 
flicts, if necessary also by 
our own efforts — before 
hundreds of thousands - of 
people have been killed and 
millions driven from their 
homes,” he said. 

The EU's defence chiefs 
are the only group of senior 
ministers who do not meet 
regularly for formal discus- 
sions because defence is 
not one of the “pillars” of 
the bloc’s activities. 

Fasslabend described the 
Vienna talks as a “brain- 
storming session”. 

The meeting’s profile was 
raised 10 days ago when 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair presented a 
range of options on 
improving the EU's 


defence role to his fellow 
heads of government at a 
summit in Poertschach, 
southern Austria. 

Blair's defence minister, 
George Robertson, was 
expected to flesh out some 
of the proposals in a pre- 
sentation later Wednesday. 
Blair said in Poertschach 
he had no fixed view on 
which option was best, but 
insisted that the primacy of 
NATO should not be under- 
mined. 

Blair also criticised EU 
delay and division in 
responding to events such 
as the Kosovo crisis and for 
relying too heavily on U.S. 
military leadership. 

French Defence Minister 
Alain Richard was also due 
to present a paper. France 


Spain’s talks with ETA seen 
as step towards peace 


MADRID (R) — The Spanish 
government's plan to open 
talks with allies of the Basque 
guerrilla group ETA was wel- 
comed Wednesday as a major 
step towards cementing the 
peace process following the 
separatists' ceasefire declara- 
tion. 

Politicians from across the 
spectrum applauded the sur- 
prise news that Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar had autho- 
rised talks between the govern- 
ment and ETA allies, six weeks 
after the guerrillas implement- 
ed a unilateral ceasefire. 

The spokesman for the 
Socialist Party, Alfredo Perez 
Rubai caba, told state radio that 
contacts with EEA — previ- 
ously considered unacceptable 
by both the centre-right gov- 
ernment and the opposition — 
were important in older to 
understand foe group’s real 
intentions. 

Basque politicians also wel- 
comed the announcement and 
vowed to help push the peace 
process forward. 

“If the government really 
wants to talk, there will be no 
problem beginning discussions 
at all levels.” Arnaldo Otegi. 
the leader of ETA's political 
wing Henri Batasuna, told 
Radio Euskadi in an interview. 

Otegi, who has been seen as 
a key element of moderation in 
the party and a reason for Heni 


Batasuna’s strong showing in 
last month's Basque election, 
urged Aznar ’s government to 
include all parties and all issues 
in upcoming talks to push the 
peace process forward. 

Basque nationalists — from 
radicals like Hern Batasuna to 
foe moderates running the 
regional parliament — had 
bran repeatedly calling on the 
government to hold multilater- 
al peace talks now that ETA 
bad stopped its 30-year cam- 
paign of violence. 

The nationalists, including 
Hem Batasuna which previ- 
ously would not deal with foe 
moderates, joined together in 
September and signed an 
unprecedented agreement call- 
ing for peace talks. 

Just four days later. ETA 
announced its open-ended 
truce modelled on the Irish 
Republican Army's ceasefire in 
Ncffthem Ireland. 

But the Madrid government 
had said it wanted ETA to 
show with deeds and not just 
words that it was serious about 
putting an end to its violent 
fight for independence. 

When the guerrillas declared 
their unilateral ceasefire in 
mid-September they reserved 
the right to keep arms for self- 
defence. ETA has killed more 
than 800 people in its fight fix 
an independent Basque state 
encompassing parts of north- 


ern -Spain and southern France. 

Government officials said the 
truce, recent moderation by 
various groups linked to ETA 
and the results of the recent 
Basque parliamentary election 
boded well for a move forward 
in the peace process. 

The first step is the initial 
contacts with ETA to deter- 
mine how serious the g uerrillas 
are about renouncing violence. 

The next would ideally be a 
new announcement by the sep- 
aratists promising a definitive 
end to foe violence before 
more serious peace discussions 
could begin. 

“The important thing is to 
move towards peace, and that 
must be done through consen- 
sus. dialogue and sharing infor- 
mation between all parties,'’ 
said government spokesman 
Josep Pique. 

Aznar was expected to per- 
sonally take control of foe 
talks, local media repotted. 

The moderate Basque 
Nationalist Party (PNV), 
which won the largest number 
of seats in last month’s parlia- 
mentary elections. also 
applauded Aznar’ s step for- 
ward. 

• Inaki Sanchez, Basque 
■ deputy - minister of jnstkte, 
wished Aznar “good luck for 
foe good of everybody”. 


Alice Munro wins Giller Prize 


TORONTO flJPI) — 
C anadian author Alice 
Munro, who has walked off 
with this year’s Giller Prize, 
says winning the award for 
her latest collection of short 
stories should be seen as an 
encouragement for all short 
story writers. 

Munro received the presti- 
gious award at a ceremony in 
Toronto late Tuesday for 
“Love of a Good Woman,” a 
collection of eight stories 
about what people will do for 
love. 

Munro, who has only ever 
written short stories, says: 
‘This is a wonderful moment 
for me and I think it’s a won- 
derful moment for those who 
can't kick the habit of writing 
short stories.” 


She says: “It should be 
encouraging because there are 
prizes such as foe Booker that 
don’t admit short stories to the 
competition. I think foe fact 
thar this does, that short stories 
are considered as serious writ- 
ing on the same level as longer 
fiction, is a very important 
step.” 

Munro is a three time 
Governor General's Award 
winner for her short story col- 
lections “Dance of foe Happy 
Shades,” “Who Do You Think 
You Are?’ and “The Progress 
of Love” which was also 
selected as one of the Best 
Books of the Year by The New 
York Times in 1986. 

In 1996, The New York 
Tunes listed “Selected 
Stories” among foe top eight 


fiction books of foe year and 
in 1997 Munro was the first 
non- American to receive the 
PEN/Malamud Award for 
Excellence in Short Fiction. 

The Giller Prize, which car- 
ries a cash award of $25,000, 
was established by Toronto 
businessman Jack 

Robinovitch in honour of his 
deceased wife and book 
reviewer Dais Gillea: 

The who’s who of Canadian 
literature was in attendance 
fix foe award ceremony. The 
three judges included author 
and former Giller winner 
Margaret Atwood, writer and 
broadcaster Peter Gzowski 
and author and former Giller 
nominee Guy Vkoderaeghe, 
There were six nominations 
fix the award. 


U.N. to verify nuclear test Glenn 


ban treaty with satellites but does 


back in space, 
as his back hurt? 


LONDON (R) — The United 
Nations plans to set up a global 
satellite communications network 
to detect countries that violate the 
international ban on nuclear tests, 
a U-S.-owned telecoms company 
said Wednesday. 

HOT Telecommunications Ltd, 
pan of Hughes Network Systems, 
said it won a S70 million contract 
from the U.N.S Comprehensive 
Test-Ban Treat)' Organisation to 
set up a network to make sure that 
countries comply with foe treaty. 

Some 150 countries have 
signed the treaty, which bans any 
nuclear test explosions or any 
other nuclear explosions and is 
expected to be ratified by early 
next year. 

“The contract Is a milestone in 
the task of establishing the global 
verification regime envisaged by 
tlie treaty.” said Wolfgang 


Hoffmann, executive secretary of 
the U.N. test-ban group, in a state- 
ment issued by HOT. 

Pakistan and India triggered a 
storm of international protest in 
May by conducting tit-for-tai 
nuclear tests. Since then, both 
countries have said they plan to 
sign the treat)'. 

HOT - s network will use a high- 
speed satellite communications 
technology called vny small 
aperture satellite terminals 
(VSAT) that avoids the need for 
extensive infrastructure on foe 
ground 

For foe next 10 years, HOT will 
provide foe UJM. group with ser- 
vices covering the design, installa- 
tion, management, operation and 
maintenance of a global network 
of VSAT stations. 

Some 32 1 stations will be pul in 
pkere around foe world. supported 


by 16 laboratories, under the 
treaty. 

These facilities will monitor foe 
globe fa evidence of nuclear 
explosions ami transmit and 
receive, via HCTTs network, a 
constant stream of data from nat- 
ural and manmade events. 

The processed data will then be ■ 
transmitted from the International 
Dam Centre headquarter in 
Vienna. Austria, to signatory 
states for review. 

HOT expects about 30 stations 
to be connected by VSAT to foe 
centre in Vienna by April 1999. 

HOT win monitor the net- 
work's management from its 
European headquarters in Milton 
Keynes, just north of London. 

HQTs parent, Hughes Network 
Systems, is owned by Hughes 
Electronics Ccup, a unit of 
General Motors Cap. 


HOUSTON (R) — Does a 77- 
year-old back ache in the 
weightlessness of space? John 
Glenn, the world’s oldest astro- 
naut, was to answer that ques- 
tion Wednesday when be and 
three crewmates aboard the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery 
were to fill out a medical ques- 
tionnaire about their backs. 

Astronauts on extended space 
trips often suffer back pain 
because their muscles weaken 
from disuse and their spines 
stretch out in the zero-gravity 
environment 

The short-statured Glenn, 
who is a guinea pig fa - geriatric 
research on the flight said ear- 
lier his back was not bothering 
him but joked that he hoped to 
gain five cm in height during 
his return to space after 36 
years.. 


The four participating astro- 
nauts will be tested for several 
weeks after the nine-day flight 
to monitor changes in their 
backs as they readjust to gravi- 
ty. Scientists say the informa- 
tion may lead to treatment for 
back ailments on Earth. 

The survey was one of sever- 
al research projects the shuttle 
crew was to work on as they 
moved into their seventh day in 
space. Discovery is loaded 
down with 83 experiments and 
20 laptop computers to help 
perform them. 

The astronauts plucked a 
solar physics from space 
Tuesday and deposited it in 
Discovery's cargo bay. 
Wednesday, using foe space- 
craft’s 15-metre robot arm, they 
were to pull it from its berth and 
bold it up os a target for 


research on a new sighting sys- 
tem for future shuttle flights. 

The crew’s day began at 450 
am CST (1050 GMT) when 
ground controllers blared a 
fight song from Japanese astro- 
naut Chian Mukai’s university 
into foe' shuttle. The song, 
“Young Spirit," revved up 
MukaL wfao later in foe day was 
to take a call from Japanese 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchti. 

'"Thai song always gives me 
energy to do my besL Another 
wonderful day with high ener- 
gy” said Mukai, the only 
woman in die shuttle’s seven- 
member crew. 

Glenn, co ntinuin g a nonstop 
media blitz, was scheduled to 
tape an interview with “"Tonight 
Show” host Jay Leno and chat 
with U.S. television legend 
Whiter Gonkite during an event 


in downtown Houston com- 
memorating NASA's 40th 
anniversary. 

Glenn, who in 1962 became 
foe first American to orbit the 
earth, is retiring affix 24 years 
as the U.S. senator from Ohio. 
Republican Gov. George 
Vbfoovich was elected Tuesday 
to succeed Glenn, who is a 
Democrat 

The shuttle Discovery, cruis- 
ing along at 27,200 kph 560 km 
above the earth, has been per- 
forming flawlessly, despile los- 
ing five-kg door panel from its 

stem as it launched Thursday 
from Cape Canaveral, Florida 

The panel covered a drag 
chute that helps brake the 
spacecraft at landing, but 
NASA officials said it would 
not lx needed when foe shuttle 
comes home Saturday. 


favours a more vigorous 
defence role outside the 
NATO military structures, 
to which it does not belong. 

The issue of how to 
accommodate the EU’s 
neutral states — Austria. 
Sweden, Finland and 
Ireland — was also likely 
to figure in the debate. 

Germany’s new defence 
minister, Rudolf Scharping, 
took pair in brief discus- 
sions Tuesday evening but 
was represented at 
Wednesday’s talks by a 
deputy. 

Scharping said in Bonn 
Tuesday he had ordered a 
strategic review to prepare 
hjis country's armed forces 
for the expansion and reori- 
entation of the NATO 
alliance. 


Cambodia 

opposition 

announces 

political 

platform for 

coalition 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia’s political opposi- 
tion Wednesday issued a two- 
part platform for forming a 
coalition government with the 
ruling party of strongman Hun 
Sen saying a "lack of trust” 
was foe main obstacle. 

In the eight-page document 
issued by Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh's FUNC1NPEC 
party and foe Sam Rainsy Party 
{SRPVfoe opposition appeared 
to have dropped its earlier 
demands that allegations of 
electoral fraud be dealt with 
first. 

’ “FUNONPEC and the SRP 
believe foe undedying cause of 
the current deadlock is the lack 
of trust between the CPP and 
foe opposition parties,” it said. 

The statement follows 
months of deadlocked talks in 
the wake of Cambodia's July 
polls which foe opposition say 
Hun Sea’s Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP) won 
through fraud and intimidation. 
Although Hun Sen won the 
polls, tds party did not gain foe 
majority needed to rule alone. 

Amongst foe "Immediate" 
demands foe opposition out- 
lined were the reintegration of 
breakaway armed forces under 
royalist General Nhiek Bun 
Chhay, and amnesties for tire 
general and other party mem- 
bers convicted in 1 'political 
cases.” 

The document called fix a 
guarantee of the safety of 
opposition members and lead- 
ers who have left foe country so 
they could return to negotiate a 
deal and demanded free access 
to foe media. Both Prince 
Ranariddh and Sam Rainsy left 
the country in September, say- 
ing they feared for their safety. 

The document also listed 
“pacification” as a top priority, 
calling for foe dissolution of 
local militia units, which are 
blamed fix atrocities against 
opposition supporters and 
activists during foe election 
period. 

Under its longer-term “pro- 
gramme fora new direction” to 
be addressed once a govern- 
ment is framed, it called fra the 
reorganisation of the National 
Election Committee and the 
Constitutional Council which it 
has accused of being stacked 
with pro-CPP members. 

Both bodies rejected die 
majority, of the opposition’s 
complaints of election fraud 
and calls fra recounts after the 
polls. 

The opposition also demand- 
ed issues including “ending 
impunity” ami respect for free- 
dom of expression, association 
and assembly be addressed. 

Tor foe past five years the 
government has failed to pros- 
ecute and convict any individ- 
ual suspected of major human 
rights abases,” it added 
Amongst the examples listed 
were a grenade attack on arafly 
organised by Sam Rainsy, foie 
killing of FUNCINPEC party 
members after -foe prince’s 
ouster by Hun Sen last year 
aod a aarikdbwn on anti-CPP 
protests in September. . 
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Over the line 

THERE ARE two reasons why satellite televi- 
sion stations, like Qatar's Al Jazirah, find 
Jordan a rich source of information and debate. 
In the Arab World, where freedom of expression 
is scant and where the media is mostly owned by 
the government Jordan provides a breath of 
fresh air. While most news agencies, for exam- 
ple, have offices in Amman and find relatively 
easy access to information, in most other Arab 
countries this is not the case. 

While in Syria or Iraq, for example, you have 
government-run newspapers that parrot the 
position of their regimes, there are in Jordan a 
greater number of independent newspapers 
than there are state-run media outlets. 

Even newspapers that are owned by the state 
and the official Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation can claim more leeway in report- 
ing and interpreting news and criticising gov- 
ernment decisions than most of their counter- 
parts in the Arab World. Newspapers in Jordan 
reveal secret government business, report on 
crime and corruption and carry a variety of 
views that often run counter to the official line. 
That is what makes Jordan attractive to other 
Arab newspapers, radio and TV stations as a 
place to set up shop — simply because the 
country generates a great deal of news. 

Another reason is the country's relative politi- 
cal and social openness. Jordan has a vibrant 
parliament, a multiparty system, a relatively 
free press, a tolerant and open leadership, an 
industrious society, a lively debate, and a high 
rate of literacy. Al! these are sources of news as 
well as views. And because of all of these, but 
especially because of the country's openness, 
Jordanians have felt free to talk to the press and 
television, both local and foreign. Jordanians 
know that they can travel abroad, appear on Al 
Jazirah or another station, say whatever they 
want to say about whatever matter of concern 
to the Kingdom, and come back without being 
harassed. All of this is in essence a credit to 
Jordan. Arabs everywhere recognise through 
this that this country is a working democracy, 
seeking to promote the principles of tolerance, 
openness and freedom of expression. 

But when reporters, journalists, newspapers 
or television stations use all of this to further 
certain political agenda and to propagate misin- 
formation about Jordan, its history and its lead- 
ership under the guise of free media then toler- 
ance is abused. While freedom of expression 
shall be respected and defended, freedom to 
abuse shall not be tolerated. Journalism and 
media outlets that abuse their mandate should 
be boycotted. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i's T.ireq Mussunvah praised Yemen for prac- 
;i-:r:g re m raini and avoiding a possible confrontation 
Eritrea after the latter occupied Greater Hanish 
:n the Red Sea. which was under Yemeni con- 
‘Tol. The writer charged that there was support from 
-ome countnc* for Eritrea, which recently gained its 
independence; the same countries that were behind 
the etvil war in the country some years ago. 
Ma-sjrw ah called on the Yemeni government and 
other Arab governments to invest in Greater Hanish 
KiarJ which ha*, great potential for attracting tourists 
uvtn all over the world. He added that raising the 
"Nemesis Hag on the island is not enough, to bring out 
■die Arab identity of the island Yemen must make its 
presence fell. The writer also said that the location of 
ihe island i* ol great strategic importance For the 
defence «.■!' Yemen. 

\I Hustour's editorial commented on the standoff 
between Iraq and she United Nations triggered by 
Iraq"', decision to halt all sons of cooperation with the 
IniteJ Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) for 
disarming Iraq. He said the United States is threaten- 
ing to give the go ahead for military strikes, defying 
world opinion more disposed to negotiate with the 
Iraqi leadership in order to find a possible diplomatic 
solution to overcome the problem. The Arab daily 
eniiused the American administration for its two- 
faced policy — demanding that Iraq must succumb to 
all Security Council resolutions, while threatening 
air-stnkes without Security Council agreement. The 
eight years of sanctions must finish to stop thousands 
of children w ho die due to lack of medicine and basic 
necessities, said Al Dust our. 


The world’s best environmentalists 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 



WHO — WITHIN the fabric of our own society, and per- 
haps the globe at large — are most environment friend- 
ly? No. not the morel earned, privileged or sophisticated 
among us. as one may be templed to think. 

Not the friends of environment, and the environment 
conscious — with all due respect. Not the dwellers of the 
more fashionable neighbourhoods in pockets here and 
there in our society and in the globe whose gardens and 
alleys — no offence — are sparkling clean. Rather, it is, 
believe it or not. the nomads — who. alas, are fast dis- 
appearing. 

I was talking with a bedouin friend of mine, the other 
day. who spent his childhood and adolescence in what 
has almost become a suburb of Southern Amman now. 
We got nostalgic. 1 love the desert; he loves the desert. I 
love” simplicity; he loves simplicity. 1 happen to believe 
that pure air is precious, empty space is lovely, solitude 
is a blessing, an easy /dull pace of life is a treasure, 
moonless nights with myriad stars are a thrill, etc. He 
happens to believe in these exact same things. A tent and 
a camel in the middle of the desert are better than any- 
thing one could ever hope for on this huge, green globe. 

The tent, camel, sheep, goats, horses and donkeys are 
environment friendly. The nomadic culture — though 
simple, down to earth, and even primitive — is (pardon 
the paradox l more sophisticated, refined and elegant in 
its relation to the surroundings than the most sophisti- 
cated. refined, and elegant human civilisation existing on 
the face of the globe today (no offence to all superpow- 
ers. mini or large >. Rather than selfishly, ruthlessly, pre- 
tentiously. excessively, fortuitously and destructively 
adapt the’ environment to its own needs, it adapts itself to 
it. The rules are simple, the needs are simple, and the 
approach is simple. Where there is enough water and 
grass, ihe bedouins pitch their tents. The minute the 
water and the grass begin to be less plentiful, they move 


to another spot. No harm done. 

Unlike urbanites, and even dwellers of the countryside, 
they are not concerned with leaving their mark on the 
face of earth. They do not attempt to shape or reshape the 
landscape in anyway. They are neither narcissistic 
(imprinting their image on the landscape), obsessed with 
immortality (leaving something to be remembered by 
when they are long gone), nor desirous of achieving 
Grandeur. ! love Petra. Jerash. and Unuii Qais, but the 
founders of these glorious cities (no offence to archaeol- 
ogists and Friends of archaeology) have tampered with 
the environment. The bedouin respected the environment 
enough to keep it intact, virgin, and pure. 

The conversation with my friend soon shifted from 
nostalgia to lamentation when we turned to the present. 
The transition from nomadic (and rural life) to urbanisa- 
tion — for us in this part of the world and for the inhab- 
itants of this small globe) has not been without a heavy- 
price. Today's cities (the world over) are largely 
unhealthy — the more southern and eastern you go. the 
worse the picture gets. Think of smog, smoke, the nasty 
smell of sewers, noise, traffic jams, traffic accidents, fac- 
tory- waste, the absence of moon and stars, garbage 
everywhere, etc. 

For us in this part of the world, our transition from 
nomadic or rural to urban life has been too abrupt for us 
to be able to deal with. Not long ago. many of the sub- 
urbs of the capital were nomadic or rural; now they are 
slummy and too crowded. Think of the so-called popular 
ureas, 'in which people are still confused as to who they 
are — nomads and country people in shabby urban set- 
tings. Many (young and old) do not look left or right 
when they cross the street, they do not signal when they 
turn left while motoring, children play in the middle of 
the roads, wedding tents are pitched in the middle of the 
streets. They behave as if they still lived in vast desert 


and rural spaces. Think of life’s fast pace, of monstrous 

vehicles on mad highways. 

This past summer. I saw on my way to Petra (three , 
kilometres past the Queen Alia International Aiipon) a 
man in traditional Arab attire sitting peacefully smoldlig 
a cigarette in the middle of the island separating the twu 
parts of the monstrous Amman — Aqaba highway. The 
picture was quite telling: of a past we have lost, and a ; 
present which is crazy. 

What bothers me most, however, is the fast, chaotic 
expansion of our urban centres. Soon — unless we wake 
up — we will have no space left. 

Already. Sweileh, Wadi Seir, Shafa Badran, Safbw, 
Baqa. Fuheis, Abu ‘Aianda. and other villages have 
become part of Amman. Soon, Ruseifa, Zarqa. Salt, 
Sahub will be an extension to the capital. I would not be 
surprised if the international airport itself becomes a- 
suburb of Amman, or even a central part of it. If we are 
not careful, the country will soon be one vast urban moifc 
ster. 

I am not calling for the reversal of history, nor for the 
end of urbanisation or civilisation. The process is irre- 
versible and unstoppable. Nor am I unaware of the vices 
and discomforts of nomadic life. What I wish to call for. 
if I am calling for anything, are the following three 
things: a) whatever nomadic culture is left in our pan of 
the world and the world over, let’s do all in our power to 
preserve and protect it, and not annihilate it in the name 
of helping, empowering or civilising it; b) let's be as 
nomadic as possible (though urbanite or urbanised we 
unavoidably are) in our relation to the environment (sim- 
ple, respectful, and less narcissistic and destructive); and 
c) let’s do all we can to control and organise our chaotic 
process of urbanisation. 

We can learn a lot from our nomadic ancestors, the 
world’s best environmentalists. 
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Developing World 




Riad al Khouri 


Immune to contagion with 
‘nuthin’ to lose 


.ANOTHER TERM has been added this 
year to the xocubulan of economic >»: 
"cuniagiun." Financial problems which 
had been festering in the Fur Ea**l erupt- 
ed dramatically in Thailand sixteen 
months ago. then spread like a pandem- 
ic. This wjs nn* ;u>t j cjlsc of some nr 
even many countries in turmoil, but of a 
system in crisis because nf the risks of 
globalisation. Whatever faults existed 
in economies such as Indonesia. 
Malaysia. Thailand. Brazil. South 
Africa. Rv.ssja. and many others a (levi- 
ed h\ contagion, panic struck bourses 
over the p.isf year or so and caused for- 
eign speculators to five nut so much due 
to fundamental economic problems, but 
because inters were escaping the same 
markets and nobody wanted to be left 
holding die bag. In other words, emerg- 
ing and other markets, once they started 
to drop, continued to fall because they 
were falling. IMF intervention during 
the past year in South Korea. Russia 
and other places did little to calm the 
nerves of speculators in the short-run; 
in fact, sometimes when the Fund 
showed up, nerve* became frayed as 
many felt that the crisis was even worse 
than they had thought. ( However, this 
might now hr changing with a seem- 
ingly positive response last week to an 
IMF revue package for Brazil l. So 
what happened to the Arab World while 
all this was hiking place? The impact of 
contagion on many Arab bourses cun he 
summed up in the words of a 1960s hi; 
song: “when you got nuthin.' you got 
nuthin' to lose. ' Because growth in the 
Arab countries has been generally 
weaker than in the rest of theWorld in 
the past few years — .aid even as for 
back as — the contagion -related 
risks of overheating associated with 
spectacular growth cl sew here were far 
lower for most Arab economics. 
Nevertheless, some of these suffered 
from some contagion. with Kuwait for 


example recording a decline in its 
bourse of about 25 per cent in die first 
ten months of this year, after rises of 40 
per cent in each of 1 996 and 1997. 

This may seem like a pretty wild mar- 
ket; but Kuwait and other Arab bourses 
look almost steady compared to Russia, 
whose stocks led the world in growth in 
1997 only to collapse this year. 

In fact, the direct impact of contagion 
on Arab financial markets appears to 
have been limited partly because Arab 
bourses still fail to attract the interest of 
foreigners. For belter or worse, trading 
in Arab shares and currencies is still in 
many cases not easy for outsiders, by 
law or for other reasons. Ownership of 
some firms is concentrated in the hands 
of a small group of wealthy individuals 
or families, and this may put a damper 
on **tnck trading. 

Public sectors are still the largest 
shareholders in the region's stock mar- 
kets. and foreign investors remain wary 
uf government -dominated entities. 

Lack of reporting is another problem. 
Outside Saudi Arabia, most firms listed 
on the region's bourses do not issue 
quarterly financial figures, with many 
companies not even releasing timely 
semi -annual results. The media arc also 
sometimes to blame for unprofessional 
reporting of both company and macro- 
economic news. Jordan seems to be no 
exception to this general pattern. In any 
case, the Amman Financial Market 
{ AFM). down four per cent in 1996 and 
up ten per cent in 1997. has been sink- 
ing fast of late. However, like other 
Arab bourses, this has not necessarily 
been due to contagion. Samir Jaradut. 
AGM of the Jordan Investment and 
Finance Bunk and somebody who 
know s the AFM well thinks dial “mar- 
kets in the Arab World will be least 
iiffccted by contagion because of the 
absence or smaller size of foreign 
investors, and because some of these 


markets were not overpriced to begin 
wiih. In Jordan for example sonic 
shares have been falling for three years, 
and many are now undervalued. On the 
other hand, those which were overval- 
ued (such as mining shares) are now 
down.” In short, in Amman and else- 
where in the region, things can be bad 
without contagion. 

Tlie Arab World, though not suffering 
drastically from contagion, has seen 
revenues' from its raw material exports 
tumble because of weaker world 
demand from some contagion-affected 
economies, in particular, flaccid oil 
prices — at a twelve-year low in 
October, down one-third in twelve 
months — have undermined growth 
prospects in the region. This has had 
major implications not only on Arab 
oil-exporters, but through the impact on 
remittances, trade and foreign invest- 
ment. on neighbouring states, including 
Jordan. Meanwhile, some of our own 
exports have been stagnating: sales 
abroad of Jordanian cement an? way 
down on their 1995-97 levels, with the 
same being true for potash, though 
phosphates an; holding their own. 

In short, with a com ag ion-i nduced 
slump threatening our exports and 
those of the rest of the region, and with 
myriad other problems in the Middle 
East to boot, short-term prospects for 
Ihe Arab Mashrcq in general and Jordan 
in particular arc not good. At the rate 
we'rc going. 1999 is going to be just as 
awful as this year, if not worse. Tlie 
danger now is that the Jordanian public 
and private sectors alike will react 
against globalisation, the excesses of 
which arc at the heart of contagion. 
Such a reaction would be just as bad as 
uncritical support of globalisation. It 
will be up to all of us to avoid these two 
extremes. 


Elections in 
Jerusalem 


THE MUNICIPAL elections 
in Israel rarely interests me, 
but elections for mayor and 
city council of Jerusalem do. 
Until recently I have not had 
to worry about whether I as a 
resident of the city should or 
should not vote. 

While in general I despise 
long-term boycotts. I have not 
felt a strong personal rage to 
do anything about it Afterall 
no Palestinian since 1967 has 
ever run for city council or 
mayor. 

This year is different For 
the first time since I came of 
voting age, I can no longer 
make that excuse. At least two 
Palestinians are running in the 
coming elections. While l 
have known Nazem Bader for 
many years, neither he nor the 
other Palestinian from Beit 
Safafa excite Palestinian 
Jerusalemites very much. 
They arc neither Faisal 
Husseini nor Sari Nusseibeh. 
But they are Palestinian 
Arabs, and l do want to see an 
end to Jewish hegemony on 
the Jerusalem city council. 

For years I have been won- 
dering out loud whether the 
decision by Palestinian lead- 
ers to boycott continues to be 
a good one. On the face of it, 
Palestinian leaders, in 1967. 
had to take a public stand 
They could not be quiet about 
the illegal and unilateral deci- 
sion by the stale of Israel to 
annex east Jerusalem to rite 
state of Israel and force the 
Israeli municipality of west 
Jerusalem down Palestinian 
throats. No government, in the 
worid (not even the U.S.) has 
recognised this annexation 
decision. Palestinians could- 
n't and should not have been 
seen to be giving legitimacy 
to this Israeli decision. 

On tlie other hand a lot has 
happened since the Israeli 
occupation of 1967. 

Israel has made peace with 
Egypt and Jordan ( which was 
in control of Jerusalem before 
1967). Israel has also agreed 
in its memorandum of under- 
standing with the PLO to 
negotiate the future of 
Jerusalem in the final sums 
talks. These tails should have 
started by now and they are 
officially due to end by the 
May 5. 1999. 

For me, however, the most 
problematic change since 
1967 has been the inability of 
Palestinians. Arabs and 
international comm uni tv 
stop the Israeli policies 
Judaisanon of Jerusalem on 
account of its Arab and 
Islamic character. The Israeli 
settlement policy and the 
attempts of transferring 
Palestinian Arabs out of the 
city are no longer secret. 

Discrimination in housing 
policies, lack of economic 
development and the city’s 
unfair taxation policies 


ardware 


towards the more than 
170.000 Palestinians in (he 
city are well documented I 
doubt that Palestinian partici- 
pation in the municipal coun- 
cil would have resulted in a 
radically different policy, but 
there is no doubt that we 
could have dramatically 
slowed down this dangerous 
anti-Palestinian policy. 

Certainly, on the housing j 
front, having Palestinians 
the city council would baw|)U|{J 
resulted in more houses being jj 
built or permitted for the city's j 
Palestinian Arabs. Uha-Clsudr Flia« 

Pragmatically speaking. • 
one doesn't need to be smart (HEADER:.- it'.- - 
to realise how mistaken the r\nw \ . iVi 
Palestinian boycott derision j-? \u i-ur ... 
of die Jenisalem municipality I' litre .-o.,;.*:.. 

was. Knowing what we know -pint ^ her r . • 

today, no sincere leader could -* rn-t-ru. [ n . ;jr .- 
see wisdom in die decision unwicn;- /_.... 
taken 31 years ago and con- - 1 *ao..nip|jm-; l- , _n ; 
tinuously upheld since. What j ^ 
makes that Palestinian ded-; J r< _ 
sion even worse was the feci ! ' Kji j,, 
thar since then, no credible ) •■Mt- 


•jf.h V 

! -xk i u • 
, - , P ri '-.purd-. . r 

Mdr 
ir* 


"At in 


(l P l . | ‘ , ll|;rw 


Palestinian counter plan has 
been made. Palestinian ener- 
gies for Jerusalem were not j '■< 
channelled for example »1 ; 'ft* ^ 
cany out symbolic elections i --V, - ; '* 

in east Jerusalem or try and 1 
revive the old east Jerusalem 
city council, some of who* 
members are still alive today. 
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Instead, Palestinians ^ i, J - . 
been too emotionally and ,j ) 'sjoj , n " r :,v - i 
politically frustrated lobe aWe I : *b? ii 
to do anything about if*j a re |, "d- 
predicament ofthectryandtei -hL' ' 

Peop'e- , ! ,.^ hiri “ 

With the exception of some .< u - 

humble efforts fry the One® 

House and recent attempts l*' 
the Palestinian Ministry tfj 
Planning to devise an east ] 

Jerusalem city plan, link erfl- j 
crete planning by Palestinians 
for East Jerusalem has taken J 
place in the past 31 years- 
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Awards, awards — reasons to be proud 


TWO JORDANIAN scientists have 
received distinguished awards in their 
respective fields of work from two sides 
of the Atlantic. 

The more senior Dr Hi sham Khatib, an 
engineer and economist, was awarded 
the annual Achievement Medal for 1998 
from the Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers ( U. K }. Khatib is the first non- 
Anglo-Saxon to be awarded this distinc- 
tion. As a Ph.D. graduate of the Univer- 
sity of London, where he also received a 
BSc in Economics. Khatib is one of the 
few engineers to have been admitted to 
the fellowship of both the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers and the Institution 
of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
f U.S . ). He has almost 40 years of experi- 
ence in matters relating to electricity, 
energy . water and environmental issues, 
particularly in developing countries. He 
serves as a consultant to numerous Unit- 
ed Nations agencies, the World Bank . 
and several other regional and 
international development organisations. 
He has published two books: Economics 
of Reliability of Electrical Power Sys- 
tems. in 197S . and Financial and Eco- 
nomic Evaluation of Projects, in 1997. 
Khatib is a member of the Global Envi- 
ronment Facility Scientific and Technical 
Advisory Panel roster of experts, and the 
GEF Senior Evaluation Panel. He is also 
a member of the board of the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Development. 

Westward ho to "middle America" and 



Hisham Khatib 



Rama 

Abu 

Shmeis 


the University of Iowa, where Rama Abu 
Shmeis is now a proud recipient of the 
prestigious Upjohn-Enz Award. The 
recipient of this award must be a Ph.D. 
candidate, have completed or nearly- 
completed his/her research, and have a 
record of high scholastic achievement. 
Abu Shmeis. who is about to complete 
her doctorate in pharmacy, flew to the 
U.S. pharmaceutical giant's Michigan 
headquarters for the awards ceremony, 
where she met the other five top students 
to receive this year's award and cash 
prize. Part of the deal was to present a 
lecture, which so impressed the Upjohn 
chemists, engineers, pharmacists and 
biologists that Abu Shmeis has been • 
called by the company for a formal job 
interview. Of the experience, she said, it 
M t7j the most memorable of her life. A 
graduate of the University of Jordan, she 
was amazed to find that after her presen- 
tation. people approached her for her 
opinion on problems they were encoun- 
tering that might be related to her own 
research. Abu Shmeis’ name will thus 
appear also on a plaque outside the 
Dean’s office along with past recipients 
from her university. 

**** 

FROM THE ANCIENT: Coinciding 
with the upcoming state visit of German 
Federal President Roman Herzog to Jor- 
dan. and under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, the 
German Protestant Institute of Archaeol- 


ogy in Amman and the Petra Stone 
Preservation Project (of the German 
Agency for Internationa! Development- 
GTZ) will launch a special centennial 
anniversary exhibition. Called "Cross- 
roads of Civilisations," the exhibit cele- 
brates more than 100 years of German 
Archaeological Activities in Jordan. The 
venue will be the Royal Cultural Centre. 

***# 

TO THE CONTEMPORARY: The Uni- 
versity of Jordan Department of Archi- 
tecture and the Institute Cervantes have 
gotten together to present an exhibition 
of “Masterworks of Spanish Contempo- 
rary Architecture.” The exhibit will be 
inaugurated by University President 
Walid Ma’ani on Nov. 10 at 1:00 p.m. at 
the Faculty of Engineering and Technol- 
ogy. Following the ceremony. Professor 
Ignacio Arce, director of the restoration 
works at the Amman Citadel, will present 
a related lecture in English. Arce. whose 
work at the Citadel has been praised as 
well as criticised, as is the usual case 
with restoration works anywhere, will 
deliver his lecture at the Sa’id Mufti 
Amphitheatre of the same faculty. The 
following day, at the Institute Cervantes 
itself, the watercolour works of Mukar- 
ram Haghondouqa will be put on display 
until Nov. 24. 

**** 

'IN 7 AT NIGHTS: When Rafik Kana’an 


said he was going to add a cozy pub to 
his family owned already comfy and 
quite successful Marmara Hotel and its 
much frequented Merlin restaurant, 
that’s what most people expected. 
Instead, Etab, as the pub is dubbed, has 
become the hot new night-spot for 
crowds, young, middle and so on. Thurs- 
days it's almost impossible to find an 
unreserved table so call way in advance. 
Another new popular eatery is Caserec- 
cio — so popular in fact that a minister 
was spotted driving up the small alley in 
Abdoun where the establishment is locat- 
ed, and being in such a hurry to get to his 
table, he "inadvertently” parked his car 
smack in the middle of the alley, blocking 
rather unsympathetic motorists in back 
and in front of his car. Tch Tch. And for 
the sake of keeping with the tradition of 
our Arabic sister daily’s news titbits col- 
umn called Ain Al Rai \ we will refrain 
from naming the rascal. 

**** 

GOAL: The National Orthodox School 
Parent-Teachers Association is pitting 
students against parents. In a charity 
football game to benefit underprivileged 
families and an extracurricular school 
activity, teams will compete from 9:30 
a.m. to 12 noon on Friday at the school. 
The school activity to benefit from some 
of the proceeds of the event is a planned 
puppet show class. 

— Jennifer Hamameh 
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How to 
impress a 
salesman 
at the 
hardware 
store 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

SOME READERS of Chip 
Talk have recently told me 
that my last four of five 
columns were somewhat 
philosophic when not 
frankly esoteric, Unsure if 
their comments were 
meant as a compliment and 
just to be on the safe side, I 
decided to get back to 
more down to earth but 
nevertheless technical 
computer topics, purely on 
the hardware side. 

With the upcoming 
METS tthe Middle East 
Technology Show. 09- 
Nov). Jordan's very own 
computer exhibition, later 
this month, PC users might 
be interested in having 
updated information on the 
latest trend in personal 
computing. If you're look- 
ing for a good, decent, 
middle -of- road machine, 
then most configurations 
will satisfy you. Any Pen- 
tium II PCT you may buy 
now will have more pro- 
cessing power that most of 
us can make use of and 
enough features to please 
the demanding home- and 
office user. 

If on the other hand what 
you have in mind is the 
very best, you have to dig a 
little further. Start with The 
CPU chip. Don't settle for 
anything less than the 400 
MHz chip, making sure 
that what you are being 
given is the “real" Pentium 
II and not the Celeron sub- 
model, a scaled down, 
cheaper version of the Pen- 
tium II. 

The motherboard, the 
PC's main board, should 
have Intel's BX chipset, 
which gives you not only 
power and flexibility, but 
also enough room for 
future expansion. 

The monitor should be a 
good 17" size with a dot 
pitch (DPI of 0.26 or 0.25 
mm. The smaller the DP 
and the sharper the display. 
Most monitors feature 0.2S 
mm. just not enough for 
high quality graphics or 
photographs. For absolute- 
ly flicker-free images, the 
monitor must support high 
refresh rates, expressed in 



Hz (times per second). The 
higher the rate and the 
more stable the image. Ide- 
ally the screen should 
work at a vertical rate of 
S5 Hz, simultaneously 
with a resolution of 
12SOxI024 pixels (picture 
elements or dots on the 
screen), or more. You'll 
find that not many moni- 
tors comply with these 
specifications. 

A good screen would be 
useless without the proper 
display controller, that is 
the card inside the comput- 
er that sends the image 
from the machine to the 
monitor. The controller 
should support the screen's 
characteristics ( refresh 
rate, resolution, etc.) and 
have enough memory to do 
it fast. From a ridiculous 
0.5MB in 1994. the typical 
display controller is now 
fitted with 4MB. However 
if you can afford SMB or 
even 1 6MB on-board then 
you'll enjoy blazing, true 
three-dimensional graph- 
ics in full colours. Boldly 
refuse the older PCI stan- 
dard and insist on an AGP- 
type card, never minding 
what the acronyms really 
mean. 

When it comes to choos- 
ing. the hard disk, the pre- 
cious device that will store 
your data, an Ultra 
DMA/ATA4 model with 
6GB of storage capacity is 
the least you should 
accept. Most manufactur- 
ers now offer such models. 
These disks are affordable 
(about JD250) and they 
move data at the speed of 
33MB per second! Budget 
allowing, get a huge 9GB. 
Wide-Ultra 2 SCSI model 
that shuttles your data at 
about 80MB per second! 
Even if you decide not to 
buy the disk in the end 
(about JD 1.600 with its 
Adaptec controller card) 
your request will neverthe- 
less impress the salesman. 

Last but not least, don’t 
neglect the main memory 
(RAM). Have as much of it 
as you can buy — it’s 
never too much anyway — 
but start with 64MB at 
least. Windows 95/98 and 
all the applications that run 
w ith it are extremely mem- 
ory-hungry. The new. 
faster type of RAM works 
at 100 MHz rate. 

There are of course many 
other elements in a com- 
puter system that con- 
tribute to make it a truly 
powerful machine, differ- 
ent from the pack. The 
above however constitute 
the main ones. 


Big-time hackers face the world’s tiniest lock 


By Sean Hargrave 

In an attempt to thwart hackers, 
scientists have built the world’s 
smallest lock. The briefcase- 
style combination lock goes 
inside a computer network and 
allows access to files only if the 
correct combination is typed in. 
The lock flicks a switch to allow 
a connection to be made to the 
computer files. 

The lock is made up of six 
wheels, each only as wide as 
four human hairs. Each wheel 
has 10 notches, allowing it to be 
placed in 10 different positions. 
With all six wheels lined up. a 
hacker has only a one in a mil- 
lion chance of guessing the cor- 
rect position that each has to be 
moved to for the lock to open. 

The lock can be opened only 
when six arms held above the 
wheels by a bar are matched with 
a slot on each wheel. When the 
arms and slots are fined up the 
bar can move down and access to 
the files be granted. 

To set a combination the net- 
work manager first must disen- 
gage the bar from the wheels. 
Each wheel can then be moved 
clockwise to the 10 notches. If. 
for example, all six were moved 
three positions, the unlock code 
would be six 3s in a row. 

With the bar held above the 
wheels, the only way to slot it 
into the open position would be 
to know how many notches each 
wheel needed to be moved back 
again to find its original position. 

Hence, with the above exam- 
ple. a person trying to dial into a 
protected computer would need 
to know that each wheel needed 
to move back three of its possi- 


ble 10 positions to allow the bar 
to descend properly. 

Effectively, somebody dialling 
into a network would have to 
know' how many positions each 
wheel had been “scrambled” by 
so he could unscramble them. 
The lock would remain open 
until a new code was set. 

. Larry Dalton from the Sandia 
National Laboratory in Albu- 
querque, New Mexico, invented 
the lock. He had the idea before 
the technology became available.' 

He says: “The idea struck me 
that we could go the old-fash- 
ioned route with computer secu- 
rity but in a high-tech way. The 
only problem with building a 
lock small enough was that we 
had to wait for the processes to 
be established and tested before 
we could start building a reliable 
device that could be trusted to 
protect highly sensitive data 
without ever going wrong. 

“It has only been in the past 
couple of years that we have 
been able to shape tiny wheels 
and place them on silicon wafer, 
and then apply force to them 
with tiny electric engines. A cou- 
ple of years ago there simply 
wasn't the expertise or machin- 
ery to build something like this." 

Dalton says the American gov- 
ernment scientists were prompt- 
ed to act by the increasing prob- 
lem of hacking. “Computer secu- 
rity is such a huge issue now all 
over the world that we knew 
something new had to be done,” 
he says. “Only the other day a 
local company here in Albu- 
querque had its computer raided 
across the Net and had all its 
customers’ credit-card details 
stolen. 


“The prob- 
lem with exist- 
ing measures 
is the firewalls 
that are built to. 
keep people 
out of a net- 
•work aren’t 
physical; 
they're soft- 
ware. That 
means they 
will always be 
open to some- 
body getting 
around them. 

“Most allow 
somebody try- 
ing to guess a 
password to 
have as many 
goes as possi- 
ble. Hackers 
now have soft- 
ware available 
that wiir guess 
millions of 
passwords for 
them while 

they go and a spider mite 

make a cup of 
coffee. If one 
is the correct one, they’re in. . 

“With a physical device no 
clever computer knowledge will 
get you through. You get one 
shot at the correct six numbers. 

If you get it wrong, that's it. I 
guess if you had access to the 
lock you could use a microscope 
to figure out the combination, 
but then if you were that close to 
the device, you’d be next to the 
computer and could probably 
just pick up the hard disc and 
take it away with you." 

The micro lock has been given 
six wheels to give odds of one in 



shows how small the lock’s wheel cogs are (file photo) 


a million, but for those wanting 
to make the odds in their favour 
even greater, two can be linked 
together to give a one in a mil- 
lion million chance. This is like- 
ly to be the case if the devices 
are used to protect nuclear 
weapons from being detonated 
by anyone without the top-secret 
codes. 

The device has recently been 
shown to the American Depart- 
ment of Defence for evaluation. 

An Internet service provider 
and network company are in dis- 
cussion with Sandia about com- 
mercialising the lock. Dalton 


believes this means it could be in 
operation within two years. 

One drawback with the tech- 
nology is that it needs to be reset 
every time the lock is opened. 
“That’s the thing we’re really 
working on." says Dalton. 

“We need to get a system 
working whereby the wheels are 
automatically scrambled back to 
their original position so a single 
code could be used by a whole 
group of people to get access to 
data, perhaps a site on the Net to 
which they have subscribed." 

— Sunday Times. 


Scientists develop 
brain cells that breed 


By Steve Connor 

SCIENTISTS HAVE generated an unlimited 
supply of nerve cells for brain transplants in 
the hope of curing patients suffering from ill- 
nesses ranging from strokes to senile demen- 
tia. 

The researchers have identified embryonic 
cells in the brain that can multiply indefinite- 
ly in the test tube yet develop into fully 
mature nerve cells when they are transplanted 
into a damaged region of the brain. 

Finding and culturing the so-called “stem 
cells" of the human brain is the holy grail of 
neurosurgery. because it raises the prospect of 
reviving dead regions of the brain that were, 
until now, considered io be beyond repair. 

Evan Snyder, an assistant professor of biol- 
ogy at Harvard Medical School in Boston, 
said he had isolated the stem cells from foetal 
brain tissue and they survive and replicate 
outside the body. 

There appears to be no limit to the number 
of brain cells he can grow in the laboratory 
from the line of siem cells he has established 
for transplant operations. 

’This is the first report of a rigorously 
defined stem cell of the human brain that can 
be grafted into the brain. We hope to show 


that we can integrate them in a seamless fash- 
ion .into the fabric of the brain," Professor 
Synder said. 

One possibility is that the stem cells can be 
genetically engineered to possess the genes 
that are not functioning in patients who are 
afflicted with inherited defects. 

A transplant with the engineered stem cells 
could result in rectification of the genetic fault 
and recovery from the disorder. Professor 
Snyder said. 

Research published in the journal Nature 
Biotechnology shows that when Professor 
Snyder and his colleagues injected the stem 
cells into mice, the human cells developed 
into fully mature nerve cells. 

A separate research team, led by Oliver 
Brustle of . the University of Bonn, demon- 
strated that the human stem cells were so ver- 
satile that they could be fully integrated into 
the developing brain of rats to create a 
human-rodent chimeric brain. 

Professor Snynder said the next stage of the 
research is to investigate safety by injecting 
the stem cells into the brains of laboratory 
monkeys. Attempts at a human transplants 
could begin within the next five years. 

— The Independent 


Boost for organ swaps 


By John Hooper 

NOW THAT French sur- 
geons have transplanted a 
hand, their Italian counter- 
parts are itching to sow on 
something that is just as dif- 
ficult to cope without. 

“We are ready. We could 
even do it tomorrow” said 
Nicolo Scuderi, lecturer in 
plastic and reconstructive 
surgery at Rome’s main 
university, the Sapienza. 
“All we are waiting for is 
authorisation from the 
(health) minister." 

He was referring to his 
plan for the world's first 
penis transplant Scuderi 
said he had put together a 
team that could cany out 
the operation at the Umber- 
to I hospital in Rome. And 
he already bad a waiting list 
of three people, eager to be 
given a dead man's mem- 
ber. 

Candidates would include 
those who bad been ampu- 
tated by accident or — like 
Wayne Bobbitt, the Ameri- 
can whose wife cut off his 


penis — by design. 

The biggest numbers, 
though, would be those 
seeking to change sex — or 
even re-change sex. 

The patients on the wait- 
ing list included someone 
who had started life as a 
man. had a sex change 
operation, and then regret- 
ted it, Scuderi told die 
Rome newspaper, II Mes- 
saggero. 

“Up to now, we have had 
to carry out reconstructions 
of die penis — an extreme- 
ly difficult operation 
because we have to take 
muscles from the leg and 
reshape them," he added. 

Transplants, though, 
involve huge challenges of 
their own. 

The immune system has 
to be heavily suppressed, 
making the patient more 
prone to disease and raising 
the ethical question of 
whether the end product is a 
healthier or sicker patient 

There is also a possible 
legal obstacle. A recent law 
allows Italian doctors to use 


organs for transplants only 
if, the relatives of the 
prospective donor have not 
registered an objection. 

“We want to know from 
the minister if this principle 
also applies in the case of 
penis transplants,"’ the sur- 
geon said. 

In Catholic Italy, there is a 
big difference between 
next-of-kin giving doctors 
carte blanche to remove a 
loved one's hand and leav- 
ing them free to detach the 
potential donor’s manhood 
and sow it on to an aspirant 
transsexual. 

Scuderi is undaunted. He 
is already looking to a 
future in which the use of a 
dead person's organ would 
no longer be necessary 
because arrangements 
<x>uld be made among the 
living for “the exchange of 
sexual organs between 
those who decide to 
become, women and those 
who decide to become 
men.” 

— The Guardian 
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Light rail project attracts 
35 foreign companies 


By GltudetrTtiher 

No. 

1 

Company 

Embassy of Hungary 

Country 

\MNl \N — To the surprise or die 

2 

Panrail 

Austria 

MinistP of Tranqxul. 35 foreign 


Transurb Consult 

Belgium 

•>•0111 imc- hjie shown interest in 

4 

SNC-Lava!in 

Canada 

renting e deaxfcs-«7lii project for 

5 

FEB-FSDI 

China 

.'I'nsUTi .'Ung jnd operating an dec- 

ri 

Dogmoch Consortium 

Germany. England 

.nc onnimuter train <>stcni connect- 

7 

ZSBRNO 

Czeck Rep. 

ing ik ••.•. nloun .Amman and Zarqa. 

s 

Taylor Woodrow- 

England 

According to a traaspin ministry 

Q 

Alstom 

France 

•‘(Ticia!. .« finus. mainly European 

10 

Bee Frcrcs 

France 

Ls well as mo Japanese, ivie K«xv- 

u 

CGE.A 

France 

m. or.- Giinese. i*ne Canadian, one 

12 

Poma 

France 

\nvn-.;in and two Turkish, haw 

13 

RATP&SCNF 

France 

.ubmined expressions of interest in 

14 

Spic Enertraas 

France 

:tx’ niintstn. 

15 

TSO 

France 

'■(n tire p.wL this pn'jca was not 

Ifi 

Adtranz 

Germany 

^en a» feasible ora prinritj* for the 

17 

DE-Consuli 

Germany 

•.i.'untr . - * said a ministry official. 

18 

Grcbner-Ruchay 

Germany 

The h.gli number ol expressions of 

N 

Siemens 

Germany 

:nien.Nt is an indication thii litis jvr- 

20 

Wolfgang Weiss 

Germany 

.. option furs changed and that pns'.iti- 

2! 

Ireon International 

India 

,ai"n is -ull on track." 

“>“1 

Fcrroccmcnto Rccehi 

Italy 

The country's privatisation pro- 

23 

Fircma 

Italy 

junune look a step buck last week 

24 

Sulini 

Itaiy 

•\ hen li x- gn\ emn x’ni suspended the 

25 

ITOCHU 

Japan 

■ale of ,i 4Ti per cent equity sltI.c of 

26 

Mitsubishi Corporation 

Japan 

he JonLin Tc lecommun ications 

27 

Hyundai 

Korea 

■Joq>.^iU<»n it' a strategic paniXT 

2S 

ARC AD IS 

Netherlands 

a Ix'n iw of die iwocompttnies hid- 

2‘J 

NR A 

Netherlands 

• ling tor ihe deal pulled out. 

30 

Necso 

Spain 

Ftwian linns had previously 

31 

NCC 

Sweden 

shied away train ihe protect because 
.in- gincmnient had original b 

32 

Archirodon 

Switzerland -Saudi 
Arabia 

expected them to finance ihe con- 

33 

Yapi-ICF Kaiser 

Turkey 

struction of tix’ track making any 

34 

Yukscl 

Turkey 

return ■■'ii their investment negligi- 

35 

Herzog 

USA 


hie. an industry source explained. 

Niw die government vvUJ puy for 
tfx- coii'injctiun of the irack. after 
which il will lease it to the operating 
concessionaire, who will supply the 
irain and all other necessary cquip- 
uK'nt to operate and maintain (he 
\\ stem, tlx* official said 

Donor countries had also been 
reluctant >0 finance (he multi -mil lion 
dollar light rail project because it 
w:rs not seen as a priority despite the 
fact that it targets lower income 
groups in tile Kingdom and meets 
'v Vrororrofni 'Hendly" criteria 
■tiucheii to such financing. 

The 35 inremarional companies 


wav responding to the transport 
ministry's public request issued in 
September to send letters of interest 
along with their qualifications to 
cany out the project which will use 
the same historic Hijaz amidor 
between Zarqa and Hashemiyeh 
Plaza. 

Companies can bid for the con- 
struction of the 26-kilometre double 
track electrified standard gauge, 
which is expected to cost JD 28 mil- 
lion, and/or the operation of the 
modem passenger raihvay: 

Financial and technical requests 


for pn.fi.tsaJs will be sent to the qual- 
ified firms within 10 days to be fol- 
lowed by a pre-bid conference in 
January and final offers wifi be sub- 
mitted to the government by the end 
of February, according to (he offi- 
cial. 

Recent surveys conducted by the 
ministry indicate that an estimated 
40,000 passengers wifi use the train 
on a daily basis in the first year of 
operation, which is expected to case 
road traffic and cut down on pollu- 
tion problems along the busiest 
route in the country. 


One quarter of 
Palestinians living 
beneath poverty line 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AFP) — A quarter of Pales- 
tinians living in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip are sub- 
sisting beneath the poverty 
line, according to an official 
report published Wednesday. 

The proportion of Pales- 
tinians living in poverty rises 
to 38 per cent in the Gaza 
Strip compared to 16 per 
cent in the West Bank, said 
the report issued by the 
Palestinian Ministry of Plan- 
ning and International Coop- 
eration. 

The highest levels were 
recorded in the south of the 
Gaza Strip where 5 1 per cent 
of Palestinians live beneath 
the poverty line and the low- 
est in Palestinian east 
Jerusalem and Ram all ah 


where the proportions were 
three per cent and nine 
cent, respectively. 

The report defines poverty 
as a family of six living on an 
income of less than 1,390 
Israeli shekels ($323 at cur- 
rent exchange rates; per 

month. 

The report, which was 
drawn up in cooperation 
with the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP), is based on a sur- 
vey of family consumption 
and expenditure carried out 
in 1996 and 1997. It urges 
the introduction of a mini- 
mum wage and programmes 
to combat umemployment 
levels of 15 percent 


Britain cuts 1999 
growth forecast 


LONDON (AFP) — 
British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Gordon Brown 
Tuesday sharply cut his 
economic growth forecast 
for 1999 as the global 
downturn bruises Britain, 
but insisted that recession 
would be averted. 

He stood by pledges of a 
cash lifeline for Britain's 
ailing hospital and school 
systems and said that the 
public sector would enjoy a 
surplus this year, before 
slipping back into the red 
thereafter. 

Brown reduced his 
erowth forecast for 1999 to 


1.0 to 1.5 per cent because 
of the global economic 
slump. The prediction was 
sharply below a forecast of 
between 1.75 and 2.25 per 
cent growth he made when 
presenting the current bud- 
get in March. 

But he stressed that the 
government would stand by 
a 40-billion-pound ($66 
million) spending pro- 
gramme to rejuvenate 
Britain's crumbling schools 
and hospitals and promised 
a 250- mil lion-pound cash 
injection for health this 
winter. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Consists of 2 bedrooms, dining room, 2 guest 
I rooms, fully equipped kitchen. Furniture is in excel- 
! lent condition. Location: Jabal Al Weibdeh. next to 
| Terra Sancta Collge. 

| Tel: 4621316 or 5516787 (for English speakers) 
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EU insists global turmoil 
no cause for euro alarm 


VIENNA i AFP) — EU 
finance chiefs have insisted 
that the recent global economic 
lurmoil sparked by the Russian 
and Asia crises was no cause 
l or alarm, and will not harm the 
imminent launch of the euro. 

But European Commission 
President Jacques Sanler did 
call for European Union (EUl 
unity in the face of the risk of 
global economic meltdown. 
nu> ing Europe must not spend 
ion much time on internal argu- 
ment at the present time. 

"We cannot be inward-look- 
ing. Faced with the crises, the 
time has come to unite our 
ellorts."* he lold the ministers 
during an intonnal meeting 
bet* 're the euro is launched at 
ihc si.ut of 1999. 
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MAJOR CURRENCIES AGAINST JORDAN DINAR 


NOTE NSTHOJ ACCESS NOR THE PU8USHB* IS RESPONSIBLE - 


CENTRAL BANK BULLETIN 



Differences had to be 
resolved, he said. “We don't 
hav e enough joint positions, for 
example on the International 
Monetary Fund ( IMF)." he said 
referring to current debate 
about reforming the IMF. 

"What we say is sometimes 
disparate and contradictory,” 
he added. 

EU Monetary Affairs Com- 
missioner Yvcs-Thibault de 
Silguy also expressed confi- 
dence in resolving a thorny 
issue over who will speak for 
the euro after its launch on Jan. 
1. 

Above all. however, he said 
there was no cause for alarm. 

“There is no need to panic. 
Even though we are going 
through uncertain times, the 


European economy is well.” he 
told a press conference. 

Referring to the euro's Jan. 1 . 
1999 launch date, he added: 
“Everything will start on time, 
even if international conditions 
could have been better.” 
Although the direct impact of 
the turmoil to the east in terms 
of EU countries’ trade patterns 
is limited, the back-door conse- 
quences of the crises are begin- 
ning to make themselves fclL 
In particular, the recent sharp 
fall in the dollar — precipitated 
by the slide in world stock mar- 
kets — is a major concern 
because of its negative impact 
on the exporting sectors which 
have led Europe's recovery 
over the last two years. 
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Hungary nets $1 8.5b in foreign capital 
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BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
Hungary has lured $18.5 
billion in foreign capital 
since the country turned to 
democracy in 1990. an 
economy ministry official 
said Tuesday. 

Mariann Csakvari, head 
of the ministry’s investment 
department, said 1995 was 
the best year, when more 
than $4 billion were invest- 


ed from abroad due to the 
privatisation of large state 
companies. 

“The privatisation process 
has practically ended. Now 
Hungary wants to offer 
good chances for foreign 
greenfield investment.” she 
said at an investors’ confer- 
ence in the eastern city 
Nylregyhaza, MTI news 
agency reported. 


i i»nov. ;t\- ; 

Hungary wants to offer j Ter un.i 
new investors tax breaks 
and interest-free loans av^nJuh 21 
well as up-to-date infra- 
structure in new industrial 
parks, Csakvari said. 

The forum drew partici- 
pants from Austria Bel- 
gium, Denmark. Finland 
France. Germany. Italy, the 
Netherlands and Portugal. 
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THE Daily Crossword edit' 


ted fcy Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 

i C.-.-.rs plartcrm 

5 V.auaS 
1 0 '* 'd oatn 
i- L ir-tsrderiake 

15 Fondue 

16 I/ed'Sal f uids 

17 '-'a rmg 
S-iddies' siar 

19 Natsfccv nrvei 
SC C\;r> 

Z' T:-„sie 
£2 5!.nic 

23 D'-r 55 . 

T.-irrarva 
2? C 7, cn r.e 
in.rvcis 

27 Ge: a an 
Z? vshrula- 1=0 
32 ennk 

25 S’.air elements 
29 Getter’s mound 

-0 ">:u There" 

■ii is amic tower 

~2 ‘.‘■ierma 1 

-3 Creraled 
•J4 Mocamedes 

Dossil’s 

Iceaticn 

45 TV drama. • 

c'us* 

4? ri;“on's pewer 
45 "Lchencr.n" 
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VOU SINS ABOUT LOUE 
AND THE MOON. AN 0 THE 
5TARS AND THE ALAMO,, 

■^3- 
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rled 


54 "cr.g’t-d m a 
dense mass 

56 CSssgrer 

C-assni 

C2 AjJhcr hunter 

62 Vecea shrm© 

63 C anvass a: 
rn~dOT. 

64 C'TiC520 
T-ture ! 

«-■ iiiv 

66 rrancfl pronoun 

57 *w1aiDc«ve5 cf 
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ec This place 

69 These cppcsec 
73 ?.is.“Kcn 
71 f.feifiaS _ 

DOWN 

1 =h:limcfTV 

2 T vae ol stage 

3 Unatteraeie 


San Francisco. CA 

J Ol adolescence 

5 Dernier 

6 Celeste or lan 

7 Make sense 
S Pm Wee of 

baseball 

9 Body bulk 

10 de corps 

1 1 Singing cowboy 

12 Racer 
Luyendyk 

13 Moist and chdly 
18 Gradual 

impairment 
24 Cheech’s 
surname 
26 Oxidation 
28 Singer Crosby 

30 Harvest 

31 Fcverty 

32 Listening 
devices 

33 Euphemistic 
oath 

34 "An American 
in Paris" star 

36 Paulo 

37 Perry's penner 
33 Kingdom 

41 Cradle call 
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AFTER HWI EVER 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


45 Actress 
Richardson 
47 Viewpoints 
49 H.H. Munro 

51 The Strip city 

52 Decathlon tenth 

53 Yellowish 
brown 

55 Approprialcr 


56 TV partner cf 
54A 

57 Valleys 
£8 Shop sign 
59 Singer 

Falana 
61 Singer 
Dumond 
6S Get the point 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbe rgen 
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They decorated my birthday 
cake with antacid tablets. 
Am I that old already?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

| <$■ by Henri Arnold and Mfc* Arglrton 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter io each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE PIRATE 
TCJRNEP FARTER 
CHARGEP FOR 
HIS CORN. 

Now arrange fhe circled teHetf o 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by file above cartoon. 
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Saturday's 


(Answers tamorro") 
Jumbles: EXERT WAGER TIPTOE NOBOC# 
Answer Needed tor the shot -A "TREE - WOOD 
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Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, November 5-6, 1998 
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Industrialist wants banks pressured 
to extend credit facilities at low interest 


** REFERRING TO the decision taken by the 
Centra] Bank of Jordan (CBJ) to allocate JD30 
millka} to support productive projects. Samir 
AiabiyaL assistant general manager of a firm that 
produces coflee at the Sahab Industrial Estate, 
said ii would be more feasible to spread such a 
facility on all commercial banks instead of limit- 
'ing it to only one bank. The JD30 million is beins 
channelled through the Industrial Development 
Batik: 

Arabiyai said lbai since most industries haw 
financial ties with commercial banks, business- 
men might be reluctant to use the advantages of 
-the programmes provided by the CBJ because 
they are given through one channel. He added 
that commercial banks should be pressured to 
extend the necessary facilities for productive and 
industrial projects to Iowa- their financial costs 
and enable them to compete in outside markets. 

The assistant general manager indicated that 
the capacity of the local market and the available 
channels in export markets are the two main fac- 
tors that determine the feasibility of expanding 
existing industries. He asked that the concerned 
authorities work hard to open the Palestinian 
market to Jordanian products and to widen the 
Jottiaman-Lraqi trade protocol 

Arabiyai urged the media to reconsider, the 


prices charged for advertisements and to give 
special privileges to promotions of local indus- 
tries so as the media would become an effective 
tool for promotion at reasonable costs. He noted 
that high production costs and the inability to 
compete are the key hindrances facing Jordanian 
export industries. 

He said that exempting production inputs from 
customs duties, enqno of many controls and 
refunding taxes would help penetrate interna- 
tional markets. 

Arabiyai praised government efforts to enter 
into trade protocols that would fulfil the needs of 
local industries but noted the importance of min- 
imising the procedures to enlist new products on 
the protocol. He asked that the concerned author- 
ities expand marketing training and organising 
trade fairs in other countries and stressed the 
importance of those fairs that allow direct selling 
to consumers. 

He proposed that the government extend direct 
financial support to the Jordanian exporter 
through sharing in the cost of shipping or absorb- 
ing all the transport costs if the exports were 
going to non- traditional markets. Arabiyai con- 
cluded by urging a more effective role by the Jor- 
dan Export Development and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (A! Ra‘i). 


Major airlines to fly closer for extra li 


LONDON (R) — Five 
top international air- 
lines have joined 
forces in a global 
alliance aimed at 
boosting their share of 
a passenger flight 
market worth almost 
S300 billion a year. 

They promised cus- 
tomers improved ser- 
vice through seamless 
travel benefits and 
transferable frequent 
flyer programmes, 
and for shareholders 
they pledged an early 
favourable impact on 
revenue and future 
savings in infrastruc- 
ture investment. 

British Airways PLC 
(BA). American Air- 
lines. Cathay Pacific, 
Canadian Airlines and 
Qantas announced the 
link up. named 
“oneworld." in Lon- 
don. The tie-up will 
rival the Star Alliance 
set up last year by 
another powerful set 
of airlines. 


”If there are cost 
saving opportunities 
we wTlI pursue them." 
American Airlines 
Chief Executive Don 
Cany told reporters. 
"But the biggest 
opportunity is not in 
the cost line, it is in 
the revenue line." 

British Airways 
Chief Executive Bob 
Ayling said oneworld 
was not a substitute 
for bilateral links, 
such as BA’s alliance 
with American, which 
is still seeking regula- 
tory approval. 

Japan Airlines may 
join the alliance at a 
later date, the partners 
said. Finnair said it is 
to join the alliance as 
soon as practicable. 
Spain’s Iberia has 
been invited to join. 

Cathay's affiliate 
Dragonair, which- 
serves mainland 
China, said it is 
mulling the benefits. 

The five members 


plus franchise and 
partner airlines will 
serve 632 destinations 
in 138 countries. They 
curried 174 million 
passengers last year 
and have a total of 
220,000 employees. 

"Our customers have 
told us they want air- 
lines to work together 
to raise standards of 
service across the 
world. Oneworld will 
do just that.” Ayling 
said. 

The alliance will be 
of similar size to the 
Star Alliance set up 
last year. which 
involves Uni red Air- 
lines, Lufthansa, SAS. 
Air Canada, Varig, 
Thai Airways and Sin- 
gapore Airlines. 

There is also a 
smaller, looser 

alliance linking Delta 
Air Lines with Swis- 
sair Belgium’s Sabena 
and others. 

Lufthansa said Star 
welcomed the compe- 


tition but added: “We 
believe that we have a 
small head start with 
Star Alliance." 

Together Star and 
oneworld’s member 
airlines accounted for 
about a quarter of the 
1.4 billion passengers 
carried on scheduled 
airlines in 1997. 

The partners said 
competition will not 
be compromised and 
stressed that they have 
no regulatory case to 
answer. 

Nevertheless, 
experts noted that the 
European Commis- 
sion is asking 
Lufthansa to give up 
slots at Frankfurt 
under its probe into 
the Star deal. 

Analysts said BA 
and American had to 
go ahead with the 
five-way tie-up even 
though the move may 
cloud the regulatory 
issues of their own 
proposed alliance. 


“This is a very 
important step” said 
Chris Tarry of Dresd- 
ner Klein wort Ben- 
son. “They are putting 
in place the all impor- 
tant commercial 

agreements and j 

increasing their mar- i 
ket presence, acting in i 
a multilateral way." 

"There's always the 
worry about what hap- 
pens when you end up 
with two or three 
mega-alliances." said 
Simon Evans of the 
London based Air 
Tranport Users’ Com- 
mittee. "What hap- 
pens to competition, 
what happens to con- 
sumer choice, what 
happens to prices?" 

Richard Branson, 
chairman of BA's bit- 
ter rival Virgin, said: 
“From a consumer's 
point of view, it can't 
be good news.’* 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Continue to 
push yourself hard. 
You could be in a work 
situation that’s rather 
stressful, but don't 
despair. Although it 
seems like this will go 


HOROSCOPE 
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on forever, it’s actually a temporary condition. 
Make the most of it while you can. "You can get 
something here and now that may not be avail- 
able again for quite a while, so move quickly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There’s some- 
thing you need to say that you've been hesitat- 
ing about. It's the truth, and you have the facts 
to“support it, but you didn't want to upset the 


love to get away, but 
for some reason you 
can't. Is it a financial 
consideration? If 
there's a class you 
want to take, but 
you're afraid you can’t 
afford it, run out the 
numbers one more time. If this could be an 
investment in your career, maybe it's 
deductible. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) 
Money is tight, but it's by your owl choosing. 
You're investing in soraeth’ing that's going to 
pay off later. At least, that's what you ought to 
be doing. Be careful, however. No riskv ven- 


other person. Don’t be like that. It's more upset- tures allowed. Only do something you're sure is 
ting to let this go unsaid. Clear the air so you £oing to work, because you're going to make it 
can clear your books and get on to other things. happen. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) There’s pressure 
on you at work. You’re using your imagination 
to solve problems even more quickly than usual, 
but today they'll be throwing things at you hot 
and heavy. If you focus on your objective, you 
can figure out" what needs to be done each step 
of the way. Don't be inrimidared jusr becairse- 
you’re in the spotlight. ■ " 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There's a finan- 
cial decision to be made, involving other peo- 
ple, not just yourself. If you can’t ask for a raise 
at work, think of ano’ther way to generate 
income. There’s a job that needs to be done, and 
you know the person who can do it. Act as the 
broker and you’ll be generously rewarded. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Today, acknowl- 
edge the people who have been working so hard 
for you lately. They need the recognition, even 
if you can't afford to give them much more 
money. Also, make sure they’re strong enough 
to make it on their oivn. You don't want them 
dependent on vou. The burden of making their 
decisions for them would slow you down. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Things 
will not go as planned today, so you might as 
well- plan on tnat. Expect the unexpected and 
watch out for delays. A person who’s been giv- 
ing you orders may do a 180 and expect some- 
thing different from what you hacf prepared. 
There are certainly lots of challenges, but don t 
despair. The day w’on'r be boring, that’s for sure. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You d 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 
21) You and vour favourite adversary co-ild get 
into a great battle of wits today. You two are 
pretty evenly matched. But it looks like some- 
body else is* listening in. someone who is not 
necessarily on your side. Don-t rip your hand in 
-amegptiariOTrby letting the other guv know what 
youmVercrrdon , 'rlTave. ■■■■' 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) 
People will be more willing to talk now than 
usual. You. especially, needle be careful about 
what you say. You're good at planning ahead, 
and th’at's important. You and your friend could 
have a meeting to decide what you're going to 
do next, but only discuss your plans in“private. 
Looks like the walls have ears. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) This 
could be a good day tor romance. If you’re like 
most Aquarians, you fall in love with* a person's 
mind first. Somebody who stirs you by getting 
you motivated or giving you new- ideas — that’s 
what turns you on*. Today, you could find a per- 
son who’s talking your talk. If so. definitely set 
up a date for dinner. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Looks like 
there are some changes that you’ve been think- 
ing about, and you can't put them off much 
longer. Tonight, conditions are good for storing 
things up a Fit. In fact, it looks lTke an explosion 
is going on at your place. That could be you. 
doing your fall pre-holiday cleaning. Have a 
greaf time while vou’re at it! 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) A friend's 
emergency could hit 
you in the pocketbook. 

By helping now, while 
you can, you’ll be mak- 
ing points for the future. 

Your friend has always 

been there for you. so turnabout is fair play. Show 
you can be relied on by going the extra mile for 
somebody who'd do the same for you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Some people may 
think you're being annoying about money today, 
but don't let it bother you. \ou've got a big objec- 
tive in mind. Are you going on a major vacation 
soon? If not. why hot? “Give it some thought, and 
don't let “not enough money" be the reason you 
don't do it. 

GEMINI: ( May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) There's an old say- 
ing: You should tell the truth all the time, but vou 
don't have to be telling it. all the time. There's a 
correction that needs to be put in. but your prob- 
lem could be somebody else s solution, if you spot 
a trick beina plaved. don't let on that vou know, 
yet. • 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) There could be a 
breakthrough coming regarding your work. It 
might be another job you're taking on, or different 
chores you’re assigned. Either way, you have to 
learn a new' skill, “and that can be scary'. Don’t 
worry. You're in a aood position to learn. You're 
feeling pressured, that's true, but you’ve got tal- 
ents you haven't even tapped yet. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Have people over to 
your place over the weekend instead of going out. 
That’ll .be more comfortable for all of vou. Looks 
like you could be pivotal tonight in helping solve 
a controversy between two intellectual combat- 
ants. They’re’ both pretty smart, but they’re miss- 
ing the common sense answer to their unanswer- 
able questions. To you, it'll be obvious. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September22) It seems as 
if a couple people in your life are determined to 
scramble things and change everything from the 
way you had ft neatly organised. You feel like you 
don't have control, but Ihat’s not quite true. You 
may have to speak up. Be nice, but be firm and 
decisive at the same time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Open com- 
munication conflicts - today with somebody’s need 
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to keep a secret. Don't 
blab everything you 
know. yet. There s more 
information coming out 
every minute. A person 
who starts out looking 
like a villain may turn 
out to be the hero. And 
don’t do anything you don’t want everybody to 
find out about, because the odds of that happening 
today are high. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Neces- 
sity is tbe mother of invention, and today that's 
especially true. You'll come up with lots of cre- 
ative ideas, because you can't come up with the 
cash, or you don’t really want to spend it. If there's 
a way you can make what you need instead of bu> - 
ing it, "definitely do that. You'll need the cash for 
something else soon. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 1 
It’s a good time ro talk and a good time to be quiet. 
So, you're gening contradictory impulses. That's 
OK. Now tfiat you know', you can schedule your 
conversations accordingly. Don't let the person 
you're negotiating wiiff find out everything vou 
know before your plans are quite ready yet. Thai 
could be disastrous. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20 1 
You'll notice that some people just can't keep their 
mouths shut. You’ll also notice that things are 
changing because of the information coming out. 
Somebody's life is changing; for the better, and 
somebody else's changing for the worse. Make 
sure you re in the first category' by being careful 
what you say. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There 
are all sorts of hassles today, so don't let them 
upset you. Do you know the d’efinition of an upset ? 
It's either undelivered communication, thwarted 
intention or unfulfilled expectation. There's anoth- 
er huge hassle this afternoon, but by evening 
you'll have broken through to a new understand^ 
log. At least have that as your objective. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There's con- 
fusion at your place again tonight, and it looks like 
there's creativity going on too. You're tearing 
things apart, but you're also putting things back 
together in a new and interesting ways. You're in 
the mood to generate, and that's always amazing to 
w'atch. But don’t be a spectator. Be a participant. 
See what you can build. 
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Quality Serviced Suites 
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Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily S 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
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Call Us Now 
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FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Banl Hamida Weavings 
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. Rugs • Cushions 
. Wallhangings - Runners 

Open daily from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00} 

Jabal Amman, 
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Tyson set to fight again 
in Vegas; opponent uncertain 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Now 
that Mike Tyson has his 
boxing license back, he’s 
getting ready to fight again 
in Las Vegas. Who and 
when, however, are still 
unclear. 

Two London newspapers. 
The Sun and The 
Independent, and the New 
York Daily News all report- 
ed that the former heavy- 
weight champion would 
return to the ring Jan. 16 
against Francois Botha of 
South Africa. The' bout 
would be promoted -by 
America Presents. 

The Independent said the 
fight would be held at the 
MGM Grand. 

The News reported that 
Tyson, who has had money 
problems after 16 months 
away from boxing, had got- 
ten a large cash advance. 

But Shelly Finkel, 
Tyson's adviser, said no 
deal had been finalised. 

“Our plan is for him to 
fight in January, (but) Mike 
has not concluded a deal to 
fight anybody in January.” 
Finkel said. 

A spokesman for Frank 
Warren. Botha's adviser, 
would not confirm the 
Tyson fight had been made, 
saying only that Warren's 


i&iviysN’ 









Mike tyson 

company was “advising” 
Botha until January. 


A source in Las Vegas 
also said that no deal had 


Three South Korean medal 
hopefuls fail drug tests 


SEOUL (.AFP) — Three South Korean 
medal hopes for next month’s Bangkok 
Asian Games have failed drug tests, sports 
officials said Wednesday. 

A Korea Sports Council (KSC) 
spokesman told AFP that the three women 
— one swimmer and two gymnasts - were 
found to have used banned drugs “probably 

The KSC declined to name the women. 

'“ There has' been no decision yet, but the 
three are likely to be banned from going to 
Bangkok,” he said. The council is to meet 


Thursday to discuss the drug failures. 

The three were among 210 athletes tested 
two weeks ago at the state-run Taenung 
Training Camp, he said. 

“We received the results yesterday. So we 
asked experts to conduct a second test for 
the three girls who are considered medal 
hopefuls in Bangkok." he said. 

The councii said the trio were among 
some 550 athletes whose names have been 
sent to Asian Games organisers. 


NYC Marathon champion 
concerned about future schedule 


NEW YORK (AP) — John 
Kagwe, two-time winner of 
the New York City Marathon, 
has a dilemma: Which races 
should he run? Should he try 
and ran the 1999 World 
Championships or the 2000 
Olympics, or both? 

“I’m a little sore, a little 
happy, a little concerned and a 
little homesick,” Kagwe 
saidaffer beating fellow 
Kenyan Joseph Che bet by 
three seconds in 2 hours, 8 
minutes. 45 seconds, the sec- 
ond-closest finish in the race’s 
29-year history. 

Tm concerned about the 
future of my running — 
which race to choose, whether 
to run the Olympic Games 
and the World 
Championships.” 

Selection for the Kenyan 
team is extremely difficult 
because the country has so 
many good marathoners. 

In addition to Kagwe. there 
are Ondoro Osoro. winner of 
the Chicago Marathon 4 in 
2:06:54, the third-fastest time 
in history and the best-ever for 
a first-time marathoner. 
Moses Tanui, two-time win- 
ner of the Boston Marathon; 
ChebeL runner-up to Tanui 
this year at Boston and second 
to Kagwe the past two years 
in New York; Josephat 
Kiprono, second in the Berlin 
Marathon in 2:07:26 to world 
record-setter Ronaldo da 
Costa of Brazil, and Elijah 
Lagat and Samson Kan die. 


the 1-2 finishers in the Praha 
Marathon. 

In the past, a country has 
been permitted a maximum of 
three marathoners at the 
Olympics and World 
Championships. Next year, 
though, the worlds will allow 
five per country. 

How the unpredictable 
Kenyan federation will select 
its runners still is uncertain. 
Often, the Boston Marathon is 
the selection race, but not 
always. 

That’s why Kagwe, who 
finished fifth at Boston this 
year, is planning to ran at 
Boston again in 1999. That 
doesn't 

necessarily mean that if 
Kagwe qualifies for the team, 
he will go to Seville. Spain, 
for the World Championships 
because the race is too close 
to New York, where he wants 
to go for a third consecutive 
victory. 

“He’s not that interested in 
the World Championships.” 
his agent. Lisa Buster, said 
Monday. 

“He wants to run the 
Olympics. That’s his ultimate 
goal/' 

Kagwe was disappointed in 
1995 when he won the 
Pittsburgh Marathon in a 
course-record 2: 10:24. but 
was bypassed for the World 
Championship team. 

“He wasn’t very happy,” 
Buster said. “It was very polit- 
ical. Two other runners with 


times of 2:17 were selected 
ahead of him.” 

Kagwe is scheduled to go 
home to Kenya tonight and 
remain there until February, 
when he will return to his U.S. 
training base in Norristown, 
Pa., and prepare for Boston. 

"It usually takes him two 
months to get ready,” Buster 
said. 

Kagwe was a marked man 
in Sunday’s New York City 
Marathon. Wherever he went, 
the rest of the contenders tried 
to follow. 

“He had to change his strat- 
egy during the race.” Buster 
said, "because nobody want- 
ed to go. The other runners 
were looking at him. 

“One of our other runners. 
Julius Kariuki. tried to take 
people with him by going to 
the front, but the other runners 
didn’t go after him. The others 
had a lot of respect for Kagwe 
and were waiting for him.” 

Kagwe didn't shake loose 
until t he final 400 meters, 
when he swept past Chebet 
and outsprinted him to the fin- 
ish line. 

“1 knew I was strong." 
Kagwe said. “When he 
passed, I didn't get distressed. 
1 knew I could keep up with 
his speed." 

Italy’s Franca Fiacconi was 
the women's winner in 
2:25:17. 

Overall, there were 32.456 
starters and 31,456 finishers. 


been signed and that 
Vaughn Bean also was 
being considered as a pos- 
sible opponent. The source, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, added 

that Jan. 16 seemed a 
probable date and the 
MGM Grand was the prob- 
able site. 

Another possible oppo- 
nent could be Germany's 
Axel Schultz, according to 
a spokeswoman for 
Showtime, the cable com- 
pany that will televise -the 
fight. She added that the 
deal could be closed by the 
end of the week. 

Tyson, who was suspend- 
ed after biting Evander 
Holyfield’s ears during 
their title fight, had his 
license restored last month 
by the Nevada Stare 
Athletic Commission. He 
still faces a Dec. 1 trial on 
misdemeanor assault 
charges stemming from a 
traffic accident Aug. 31 at 
Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

Botha has lost only once 
in 37 fights, stopped in the 
12th round by Michael 
Moorer in an IBF title chal- 
lenge two years ago. 

He is the No. 1 contender 
for Holyfield's IBF title. 


Asian 

Games 

attracts 

$92.8 

million in 

backing 

BANGKOK (AFP) 
The Asian Games to be 
held in Bangkok next 
month has attracted 
3.9 billion baht ($98.2 
million) in sponsor- 
ship and other finan- 
cial backing, organis- 
ers said Wednesday. 

Organising commit- 
tee official Santiparb 
Tejavanija said direct 
sponsorship rasied 1.1 
billion baht for the 
December 6-20 event. 

The revenue also 
included government 
payments to date of 
584 million baht, 
broadcasting rights 
worth 480 million baht 
and 240 million baht 
from participating 
countries. 

Ticket sales had so 
far raised 312 million 
bahr, he said. 

The Thai cabinet on 
Tuesday approved an 
extra 500 million baht 
for the Games due to 
poor copyright and 
licensing revenues, 
bringing its total com- 
mitment to 3.1 billion 
babt. 

The games are 
expected to attract 
about 10,000 athletes 
and officials from 
more than 40 coun- 


French quartet sweep into last 16 
as violence mars UEFA Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
quartet Bordeaux, 

Monaco, Marseille and 
Lyon swept into the last 
16 of the UEFA Cup with 
comprehensive victories 
in second round, second 
leg matches on Tuesday 
night. 

Bordeaux downed 
Vitesse .Arnhem of 
Holland 2- 1 to progress 3- 
1 on aggregate, while 
Monaco crushed Graz AK 
of Austria 4-0 at home to 
advance 7-3 on aggregate 
and Marseille won 3-2 at 
home to the Germans of 
Werder Bremen to go 
through 4-3 overall. 

Lyon won 3-2 at home 
to former European cham- 
pions Red Star Belgrade 
to go through 5-3 on 
aggregate but the margin 
of victory was easier than 
the scoreline would sug- 
gest. 

The round was marred 
by violence in Salerno. 
Italy, where Fiorentina 
played Swiss side 
Grasshopper. 

A match official was 
taken to hospital and a 
player deafened after a 
blast, believed to have 
been caused by a power- 
ful firework. 

The fourth match offi- 
cial, Philippe Flament of 
Belgium, fell to the 
ground and had to be 
stretchered off before 
being taken to hospital. 
He was treated for cuts, 
bruising and shock. 

The blast also left 
Brazilian-born Belgian 
international Luis 

Oliveira stunned. 

The match was called 
off with Fiorentina lead- 
ing 2-1 and the Italian 
side — already serving a 
ban from playing at their 
home ground after crowd 
trouble in their 1997 








Herve AUcarte (standing) and Viteese Arnhem's Nikos Machlas fight for the ball dar- 
ing their second round return leg UEFA Cup match in Bordeaux. Bordeaux won 2-1 
to qualify for the next round (AFP photo) 


sent off in the 45th minute 
for a second bookable 
offence, but even they 
were rarely troubled by 
David O’ Levy’s young 
side. 

Alain Caveglia got two 
goals for Lyon in .their 
win over Red Star and 
Christophe Cocard got the 
other. while Goran 
Bunjecevic and Perica 
Ognjenovic scored for the 
visitors, the latter netting 
in the final minute when 


Monaco really turned on 
the style against Graz 
with midfielder Franck 
Gava scoring a pair of 
goals — his side's first 
and fourth. 

Croatian Robert Spehar 
and Kaba Diawara were* 
Monaco’s other marks- 
men. 

Bordeaux found the 
going tougher at home to 
a gutsy Arnhem side, but 
still had enough in the 
tank after winning the 


each end — an own goal 
just after the re-start a r 1 
another past Parma go.? 
keeper Gianluigi RuffoiV 
in the final seconds. 

Bologna coach Carp 
Mazzone settled a score 
with Slavia Prague when 
his team won 2-0. 

It was an inspired move 
by Mazzone to send on 
second-half substitutes 
Giuseppe Signori, who 
scored in the 80th minute, 
and Massimiliano 


^^ a n in r„If e w;nnp«:’ the result was beyond first leg 1-0. Cappioli. who bagged 

doubt. The Dutch visitors went ... Bologna’s second just, five 

€m> serni^ml-^gainsi TDiVrdTmare^was sent"" ahead' - - 


Barcelona — face ejec- 
tion- from the tournament. 

English Premiership 
leaders Aston Villa were 
among the big names to 
crash out — losing 3-=! at 
home to the Spaniards of 
Celta Vigo after winning 
the first leg match 1-0. 

A second English side. 
Leeds United, also 
slumped out after they 
were held to a goalless 
draw at home to Italian 
outfit AS Roma — who 
were reduced to 10 men 
for the whole of the sec- 
ond half. 

The Italians went 
through 1-0 on aggregate. 

Roma had Cameroon 
international Pierre Wome 


David JLinares was sent aneaa tnrougn Arco 
-off for a twcfe-footed tack- Jocherasen, with. a neatly- 
le late in the game to tem- placed header after just 


per Lyon's delight. 

Marseille got goals from 
Florian Maurice, Pierre 
Issa and Christophe 
Dugarry as they edged 
past Werder Bremen, who 
finished the match with 
10 men. 

Belgian club FC 
Brugge, Real Sociedad of 
Spain and Italian pair 
Parma and Bologna 1 were 
among other winners, 
while former European 
Cup winners Celtic tum- 
bled to a 4-2 loss away to 
Swiss side FC Zurich and 
crashed out 5-3 on aggre- 
gate. 


seven minutes minutes, 
but Johan Micoud equal- 
ized for Bordeaux within 
90 seconds and the prolif- 
ic Sylvain Wiltord put the 
result beyond doubt in the 
65th minute. . 

Bordeaux midfielder Ali 
Benarbia was sent off in 
the penultimate minute 
for a second booking. 

Parma strolled into the 
third round after an easy 
2-1 victory over Poland’s 
Wisla Krakow. 

Stefano Fiore gave the 
Italian side a 21 st-minute 
lead before Wisla defend- 
er Bogdan Zajac scored at 



Liverpool’s Jamie Redknapp (L) fights for the ball with Valencia's Gaizka Mendieta 
during their UEFA Cup second round, 2nd leg match at “Mestalla" stadium in 
Valencia (AFP photo) 


minutes later. 

, U was also .revenge for a 
man who was sacked as 
coach of AS Roma in . 
1996 after an extra-time 
goal by the same Czech 
club denied his team a 
place in the UEFA Ct:p 
semi-finals. 

Yugoslav striker Dar„. 
Kovacevie, once of 

Sheffield Wednesday, 
scored a pair of goals as 
Real Sociedad of Spain 
downed Dynamo Moscow 
3-0 to progress 6-2 on 
aggregate. 

FC Brugge scored a dra- 
matic 3-2 win at home to 
the Germans of VfB 

Stuttgart, advancing only 
after extra- time. 

Stuttgart finished die 
match with only nine men 
on the pitch after having 
Pablo Thiara (65tb) and 
Kristijan Djordjevic 
(72nd) sent off for repeat- • 
ed fouls. 

The Belgians look “ : 
60th-minute lead through 
Olivier de Cock only fur\ \ 
Frank Verlaar to pop up 
with a header in the 76th 
minute following the 

sendings-off, forcing 
extra-time. 

Gert Claessens put' 

Brugge back in front, but 
Feddi Bobic then 
appeared to have sealed , 
victory for the Germans i 
on the away goals rule 
only for Croatian Alex 
Ilic to seal a memorable 
Brugge win with a header 
five minutes from the end ■ 
of extra-time. 

"Of course I am disap- 
pointed because, in sp i/ft 
of all the problems \vr 
had a chance to win" saicT / 
Stuttgart coach Winfried 
Schaefer. “We fought 
hard.” 


CINEMA TEL*>99238 
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Marlon Brando & 
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THE ISLAND 
OF DR. MOREAU 
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Pierce Brosnan .. in 

TOMORROW 
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PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL-5677420 *\/' • TelTsSStm" 
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The all women team of Jntta Kle inschmi dt from Germany and Tina Thoraer 
from Sweden drive their Mibsnbishi Pajero through red sand dunes on 
Wednesday at the desert Empty Qarter 130 Km South of Abu Dhabi City during 
the second leg of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Desert Challenge 98 rally. 
Driver Kle inschmi dt holds the fourth place in the general classification at the end 
of the rally's second stage (AJP Photo) 


Final speed test of season 
to be held Friday 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — The last round of the Pepsi 
Speed Tests organised by the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) kicks 
off Friday witb around 25 drivers taking 
part. 

The event held under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal is the Stb 
Speed Test of the year counting towards the 
1998 Jordan Open Speed Test 
Championship. 

A heated competition is expected between 
Yasser Jarrar who tops the standings with 
137.5 points and winner of the 7th round of 
the speed test, Edmer Shishani, with 129 
points. 

Khaichik Shadian, who took second place 
in the 7th round and currently holds third 
place in the standings with 122 points, will 
also be a stubborn competitor to his rivals. 

The speed test consists of two competitive 
time runs and a third run for the best ten 
times recorded for the day. Competitors are 
provided with a map of the route a day 
before the event and they are not allowed to 


drive the course but instead they can walk 
the course for pre-trials which makes it 
more challenging. 

Meanwhile, speed test champion of the 
1997 season and winner of the 199S Jordan 
Drivers Open Championship Ahmad Daoud 
might need a miracle to take an advanced 
place in the standings as he is in Sth place 
with S2 points. 

Trophies and prizes will be handed to the 
winners at a special ceremony at the RAO 
headquarters. 

On the other hand, the 7th round of the A1 
Aswaq Cart Championship also will take 
place Friday with 23 drivers participating 
and only 12 qualifying. 

Samir A1 Rifai' who tops the standings 
will face second placed Mahmoud Qomouq 
tr ailin g with a two-point difference. 

The event might determine the eventual 
winner of the Jordan Carting Championship 
for the 1998 season as points are calculated 
by .the best five races out of eight 


Graf reaches Leipzig quarters 


Cuba 
lose one 
set 

at world 

volleyball 

event 

TOKYO l AFP ) — All-con- 
quering Cuba shrugged off 
an opening-set deficit to 
beat Bulgaria in four sets 
for their secotid straight 
win at the world volleyball 
championships on 

Wednesday. 

Seeking their sixth con- 
secutive major title the 
Cuban women spikers lost 
the first set 13-15 in the 
Group B four-team round 
robin in Tokushima, west- 
ern Japan. 

But the Cubans soon 
steadied themselves and 
made no mistakes to take 
the following three 15-6. 
15-S. 15-8 to" finish off the 
92-minute match. 

On the last day in 
Tokushima, Cuba will play 
Italy, the winners over the 
United States 15-7, 15-4. 
15-3. also for their second 
straight win to stay top in 
the standings with Cuba. 

Both Bulgaria and the 
United States have two 
defeats. 

A total of 16 women's 
■Steams were divided into 
four groups in the first 
stage. "The top three teams 
from each group will 
advance to the two-group 
second stage. 

Atlanta Olympic silver 
medallists China needed a 
tough one hour and 50 min- 
utes to beat Croatia 9-15, 
15-5, 15-4, 12-15. 15-11 in 
Group D in Kagoshima, 

“We know Croatia is a 
very strong team, so we 
prepared for this match, but 
it was a very tough match. I 
think Croatia has been 
improving year by year," 
said Chinese head coach 
Lang Ping. 

“I think our blocking 
against (Barbara) Jeiic was 
the key to the victory. We 
were able to stop some 50 
per cent of her attacks. 
Although we hit some win- 
ners, we owe this win to all 
of the players," she added. 

It was a second straight 
defeat for Croatia, who lost 
to South Korea in their 
opening match also in five 
sets Tuesday. 

South Korea overpow- 
ered winless Thailand 15- 
0. 15-11, 15-10. and now 
they will play China 
Thursday vying for top 
place in the group. 

Russia, who on Tuesday 
avenged their loss to Brazil 
in a bronze medal play-off 
at the Atlanta Olympics, 
chalked up a 15-8. 15-4. 
15-6 win over Germany for 
their second straight win in 
’ Group C in Matsumoto. 

Brazil outplayed the 
Dominican Republic 15-1. 
15-4. 15-4 with the rwo 
teams now level with one 
win each while Germany 
struggles with two defeats. 

In "Tokyo, hosts Japan 
scored a comfortable 15-5, 
15-4. 15-2 victory over 
Kenya. while the 
Netherlands downed Peru 
15-3. 15-6. 16-14. Japan 
and the Netherlands will 
face each other Thursday in 
Group A. both now with 
two wins. 


LEIPZIG ( API — In the 
second match of her lat- 
est comeback. Steffi 
Graf overcame a slow 
start and beat sixth- 
seeded Ali Sugiyama 6- 
4. 6-3 to reach the quar- 
terfinals of the Leipzig 
Open Wednesday. 

Graf, a four-time win- 
ner of the tournament 
who is unseeded this 
time because of her low 
ranking, had trouble 
finding her timing and 
clearly showed the lack 
of match practice early 
on against the quick 
Japanese. 

But the former No. 1 
picked up her game late 
in the first set "and went 
on to post a workman- 
like victory. 

“I expected a tough 
match. She’s been play- 
ing good tennis in recent 
months. I played her a 
few' months ago and lost 
in three close sets.” Graf 
said. “I knew she would 
be aggressive.” 

Graf was sidelined 
nearly two months after 
having surgery for a 
bone spur in her right 
wrist. 

The 29-year-old 
German is now ranked 
No. 22 in the world, but 
she could still qualify 


for the season-ending 
Chase Championship in 
New York Nov. 16-22. 
She also plans to play in 
Philadelphia next week. 

Sugiyama, ranked No. 
18 in the world, broke 
Graf’s serve in the 
opening game and the 
German could not find 
her range. 

The key game of the 
match turned out to be 
the third, Graf’s second 
service game that went 
to eight deuces. Graf 
won a long and spectac- 
ular rally and then hit an 
ace to clinch the game 
after fighting off three 
break points. 

‘That was a very 
important game. I had 
possibilities to win it 
earlier and she had 
chances to break me,” 
Graf said. 

“Winning this game 
gave me confidence. I 
knew it’d be tough to 
win the first set if 1 lost 
that game. She put me 
under a lot of pressure." 

Graf then broke 
Sugiyama’s serve twice 
as she fought back from 
a 4-2 deficit to win five 


games in a row, clinch- 
ing the first set and 
agoing up 1-0 in the sec- 
ond. 

The German broke 
once more for a 4-2 lead 
and held three match 
points. She wasted one 
with a double-fault, hit a 
slice backhand long on 
the next but jhe 
Japanese then netted a 
backhand. 

Graf, who held the top 
ranking a record 374 
weeks and dominated 
the women’s game for a 
decade, now has a 22-0 
match record in Leipzig, 
a tournament she helped 
found. 

In another match in the 
$450,000 indoor tourna- 
ment, third-seeded 
Dominique van Roost 
ousted former French 
Open champion Iva 
Majoli 6-4. 6-1. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARF 
&TANNAH H1RSCH 
oryx TOuw Huts Smvkse ira. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


SALSETTA DANCE STUDIOS 


Teaching the art of dance in it's many 
wonderful forms:- 
Separate classes for adults, 
children and teenagers. 

ap dancing, Modern Jazz, Classical Ballet 

lance aerobics. Boys rap and Caucasian Russian dance 

la men co 

LTJLS. Gentle toning stre t ch and strengthen (suitable for 
nature todies also) 

IALLHOOM:- WALTZ, TANGO, SALSA AND MERINGUE. 


. Q. 1 - As South, vulnerable, you 
( hold- 

! T9 :-KB +AKJ983 

I The bidding has proceeded: 

! SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
I 1* Pom IT Pm» 

: Whnt do you bid now? 

; Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, a$ 

, South you hold: 


7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 - As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

AtQ9G TAKQ1Q65 M0643+Vo«d 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 

What action do you take? 

Q.S - Neither vulnerable, as 
1 South you hold: 


Call to confirm classes - Tel.: 5862404, 5863048 or 
Mobile: 079/522914 Fax: 541 1418 
Situated near MacDonald’s, Sweifieh 



, AS ?KH7B2 v7 6 3 +9 76 3 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What action do you take? 

' Q.3 - Nuither vulnerable, as 
• South you hold: 

t 

- A\"oid 71097-13 0 Q 1 O 3 +AQJ 93 

i The bidding has proceeded 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
) Fvm IT Pua 


AAQJ1074 2 TJB5 vVoid +QG3 
What is your opening bid? 

Q-6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+A109S TKQS6Z OA 8 *A 10 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
Paw 3v ? 

Whnt action do you take? 


yPa fet/e dletfmwmt 

Fine French Cuisine ; 

( Lunch & Dinner ) - r . . 


Sbemaisani , TeL 1 06) 5685746 


Now open on Friday 


Paris Indoor Open 

New ball incident bowls over Norman 



Andre Agassi of the U.S. hits a double-handed back- 
hand to Italian Gianlnca Pozzi daring their first round 
match at the 13th Paris Indoor Tennis Open in the 
Palais Omnisports of Paris-Bercy. Agassi won 6-4, 6-2 
(AFP photo) 


PARIS (AFP) — Eighth- 
seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
reached a third-round show- 
down against Britain's Tim 
Henman at the Paris Indoor 
Open on Wednesday when 
he completed a difficult 3-6, 
7-5, 7-5 second-round vic- 
tory over Magnus Norman. 

But the mild 22-year-old 
Swede later claimed he had 
been robbed. 

Norman, who was level at 
3-3 in the third set and serv- 
ing at 15-40 hammered 
down a blistering ace only 
for play to be interrupted 
while Kafelnikov handed 
the ball to the umpire com- 
plaining that it was a ‘new’ 
ball. 

The umpire pocketed the 
stray 'new* ball and ordered 
play to continue but 
Norman was clearly dis-r 
traded. 

He went on to double- 
fault and drop serve. 

“I was pretty disappointed 
to lose because I felt I was 
playing well and was on a 
roll up until the incident" 
he said after his defeat. 

‘T let it distract me. But 
these things happen in ten- 
nis and I think now that 
Yevgeny was right to point 
out the ball to the umpire. 
Next time I shall just have 
to take a deeper breath.” 

Kafelnikov, 24 and a final- 
ist here in 1996, started 
slowly and admitted that he 
had been “too nervous.” 

But he insisted it would be 


very different when he faces 
Henman fevor a place in the 
quarter-finals. 

Both players are still in 
the race for one of the 


remaining qualifying places 
for the elite eight-player 
ATP Championships later 
this month — but both need 
to reach at least the semi- 


finals in Paris tf they are to 
have any real chance of 
playing in Hanover. 

Henman has currently 
2427 points and Kafelnikov 
2049 — while the other 
main contenders for the 
vacant berths are Karol 
Kucera of Slavakia with 
2559 and Richard Krajicek 
of the Netherlands with 
2548. 

“Tim wants to qualify so 
badly — I think he is going 
to be the one under pres- 
sure,” smiled Kafelnikov. 

“I have nothing to lose. 
My chances of qualifying 
are more difficult than his. 
■In any case — the way I 
have played this year I don’t 
think I deserve to play in the 
Masters. 

“If I don’t qualify it’s no 
big deaL But that doesn't 
mean I shall not be going all 
out to win. I haven't beaten 
a player in the top-ten this 
year and tomorrow I shall 
have that chance. I think it 
will be a very interesting 
match.” 

In Wednesday's other 
early matches, seventh-seed 
Kucera put out Frenchman 
Fabrice Santoro . but 

Santoro's compatriot 
Jerome Golmard continued 
his progress by beating 
16th -seeded Albeit Costa of 
Spain 3-6, 7-5, 7-5. 

That result was only a 
minor surprise, however. 
Costa has never won a tour 
match indoors. 


Becker leaves decisions until Christmas 


PARIS (AFP) Boris 
Becker, who crashed out of 
the Paris Indoor Open in a 
gripping three-set first- 
round match against rising 
French hope Nicolas 
.Escude late Tuesday, 
refused to rule out a return 
to the tournament in twelve 
months time. 

Becker, who has won the 
lucrative event in the grass- 
walled Bercy Stadium three 
times and been runner-up 
twice, shrugged: “I don’t 
know if I will be back. 
Twelve months is a long 
time in a tennis life. 1 don't 
know what's going to hap- 
pen. Obviously it depends 
on my health." 

The former World No. I, 
who will be 31 later this 
month. announced at 
Wimbledon two years ago 
that he was no longer going 
to play the Grand Slam 
events. 

E^es since he has been 
winding "down his career 
and so far this year he has 
played only eleven events. 

“I have to think hard in 
December and decide what 
I want to do next year," said 
Becker who will bring the 
curtain down on 1998 by 
appearing in Stockholm 
next week. 

“I’m not going to 
Australia and I’m probably 
going to start in February 
with some indoor tourna- 
ments. I'm trying to prepare 
myself for the Davis Cup so 
that I can play if I am need- 
ed. 

“Obviously because I am 



Nicolas Escude of France celebrates after winning his 
match against German Boris Becker at the 13th Paris 
Indoor Tennis Open in Paris. Escude won 6-7, 7-5, 6-4 
f A|P photo) 


longer I can do that but I 
shall not be afraid to stop 
altogether when the time 
comes.” 

The three-time 

Wimbledon winner, who 
has collected 49 tides dur- 
ing his career, last won a 
tournament when he defeat- 
ed Goran Ivanisevic in the 
final of the Grand Slam Cup 
in 1996. 

But he refused to be 
referred to as ‘a legend.’ 

“When you are a legend 
you’re supposed to be 
dead," he said. Tm just a 
tennis player trying to do 
my best” 

The German player, wbo 
first captured the headlines 
when he won his first 
Wimbledon crown in 1985 
as an unseeded 17-year-old, 
also made it clear that when 
be finally quits the tour it 
will be for good. 

“When I make the deci- 
sion to quit it’s going to be 
forever,” said Becker, insist- 
ing: “I’m not going to be 
playing the over-35s or 
something.” 


playingie§s it’s not easy to 
come back'-'after a few 
months off. When J. broke 
my ankle in the summer it 
was very difficult. But I 
made it back and I have 
been able to play some 
decent tennis.” 

“I know that the amount 
of time I have left to play is 
very very short. But every 
time I step out on court I 
still like it," he said, adding: 
“I don’t know how much 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Ground floor with separate entrance, garden, 2 bedrooms, 
spacious living room, 2 baths, kitchen. Independent central 
heating and telephone. 

Location. ■'Dahi at AJ Rashid, dose to the University of Jordan. 
Contact Telefax. 51 501 06 


10 th, Hov, Special Offer 



■ per person In a double 
room, including halfboard up U 2 
children (0 - 6 years) free, shartig. 

"fi abate mentioned rota 
Indude tat & sendee efurge, 
awetaneiuprise&fniide 
ntoonent ^ fe 

-Bookable only one wee* m odwjnct' 
■ftvjfonimeni and teWence wfy S 
■Wd up m J7/7///995 h, 

<Mdren only on B+S bflK. 


• - per person In a double 

room, including halfboard up to 2 
children (0 ■ 6 pears) free, sharing. 




i DEAD SEA$r HOTEL 
For reservation pis. call 5601554 or 08 546 1 01 


PASSPORT^LOST 

I, Mohammad Rashid Mollah, of 

Bangladeshi Passport No. M0038359T^hereby 
announce the lose of my passport 
If found, please inform the Bangladeshi embassy in 
Amman. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD. 

REANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER No. 30F/98 

JPMC REANNOUNCES THE JNVJTATION TO BID NO. 
30F/98 FOR THE SUPPLY OF: 

(12,000 METRIC TONNES OF 
WET ALUMINIUM HYDROXIDE) 

THE TENDER DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE AT JPMC 
OFFICES IN AMMAN SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. APPLICA- 
TION FOR DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY A NON-REFUNDABLE FEE OF JD15 FOR EACH 
SET OF TENDER DOCUMENTS. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMITTING BIDS IS 12:00 
HOURS LOCAL TIME TUESDAY, 17TH NOVEMBER, 
1998. 


SAMEH MADAN1, 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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Iraqi Kurdish head 
meets Turks on 
north Iraq alliance 


ANKARA (Ri — The 
leader of an Iraqi Kurdish 
group met Turkish officials 
on Wednesday to try to 
appease Ankara's concerns 
over the formation of a 
Kurdish anti-Baghdad front 
in northern Iraq. 

Turkey, fighting Kurdish 
rebels in its southeast, is 
upset by a deal brokered by 
Washington in September 
io which two rival Iraqi 
Kurdish factions agreed to 
resurrect a regional parlia- 
ment. 

Kurdistan Democratic 
Party leader Massoud 
Barzani said be would try to 
alleviate Turkish worries 
that the accord could 
encourage Kurdish sepa- 
ratists in Turkey. 

“I will explain the reali- 
ties of the Washington 
agreement," Turkey's 
Sabah daily quoted him as 
saying. 

Barzani began talks with 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Buienr Ecevit He earlier 
had lunch with a senior for- 
eign policymaker. 


Northern Iraq has been 
out of Baghdad's control 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war and is protected 
from any Iraqi government 
attack by a Western air 
force based in Turkey. 

But Kurdish infighting 
has split the mountainous 
region between Barzani 's 
forces and Jalal Talabani's 
Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan. The two Kurdish 
leaders were set to meet in 
Turkey at the weekend, 
diplomats said. 

The United States, again 
at odds with Iraq over arms 
inspections, has often 
attempted to forge Kurdish 
unity as a counterweight to 
Baghdad. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen is to visit 
Ankara on Friday to discuss 
the latest Iraq crisis with 
NATO ally Turkey. 

Cohen is currently on a 
tour of the Gulf for crisis 
talks following Baghdad's 
announcement it was halt- 
ing cooperation with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 



Backdropped against Earth's horizon, the Spartan satellite, right, leaves the cargo bay of the space shuttle Discovery on Sunday. The 
Canadian-built remote manipulator system (RMS) is partially visible at right. Two days after setting it free, space shuttle Discovery's astro- 
nauts retrieved the satellite brimming with hundreds of blazing images of the sun on Tuesday (AP photo) 


Iraqi TV shows footage of 
UNSCOM ‘spies’ — report 


Iranian official sets 
conditions for 


dialogue with U.S. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraqi tele- 
vision broadcast a special 
programme Tuesday on the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq, showing footage of 
what seemed to be 
UNSCOM weapons inspec- 
tors and charging them with 
being spies. 

“Iraq was not far from the 
truth in accusing UNSCOM 
of spying on its vital and 
sensitive sites and security 
installations,’’ an Iraqi, tele- 
vision presenter said during 
the show, “The UNSCOM 
Spies." 

“The truth is now as dear 
as day. Dear viewers, do you 
know who the spies of 
UNSCOM are, those who 
entered Iraq under false 
names and passports under- 
cover from UNSCOM? 
Here they are.” 

The programme, which 
was monitored here by the 
BBC, then broadcast three 
minutes of video footage 


DOHA (AFP) — Israeli 
security companies, includ- 
ing its aircraft industry, are 
to take pan in an exhibition 
of military and police equip- 
ment in the Qatari capital, an 
Israeli official announced 
here Wednesday. 

Sammy Ravel, head of 
Israel's trade representation 
office in Doha, told AFP that 
10 Israeli companies are to 
participate in the Milipol 
exhibition which opens on 
Saturday and runs until Nov. 
10 . 

“We expect the exhibition 
to be a good opportunity to 
present the capabilities of 


showing what appeared to 
be four UNSCOM members. 

The presenter accused two 
of the four of belonging to 
the “Iraqi branch of Zionist 
military intelligence" and 
another of being a member 
of the Israeli Mossad intelli- 
gence service. 

The fourth was a “Jewish 
immigrant from the United 
States who carries dual 
Zionist and American 
nationality" and whose 
father worked in missile 
research, the presenter said. 

"These are the UNSCOM 
Zionists who are protected 
by the United States of 
America — Zionism's men- 
tor throughout the world," 
he said. 

On Monday Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said 
A1 Sahhaf claimed there 
were four people who 
“belonged to the Iraqi sec- 
tion of Mossad who visited 
Iraq within the framework of 
UNSCOM’s missions.” 


the different industries, 
among them Israel Aircraft 
Industries,” he said. 

‘It's a good forum to 
exchange views, and very 
important for the promotion 
of peace in the region." said 
Ravel, whose office was set 
up in May 1996. 

Apart from Israel Aircraft 
Industries, the delegation of 
around 15 people will also 
represent companies special- 
ising in electronics, the opti- 
cal field, night vision, and 
other advanced equipment. 

An official of an Israeli 
agency, SIB AT, which coor- 
dinates the export of security 


He gave their names as 
Colonel Rony Hakham 
Khadury. Commander 
Nissim Shimani. Gideon 
Shimoni and Colonel 
Friedman Yacov Ricon. 

“They came under bor- 
rowed names to collect 
information for the Zionist 
and American intelligence 
services,” he told parlia- 
ment which on Monday 
backed the Iraqi leadership's 
decision to halt all coopera- 
tion with UNSCOM until it 
is restructured and its chief 
Richard Butler sacked. 

Former weapons inspector 
Scott Ritter said in 
September that Israeli intel- 
ligence had actively con- 
tributed to the work of 
UNSCOM. and Butler in 
October admitted the organi- 
sation had received help 
from the Jewish state. 

But he denied that 
UNSCOM’s work benefited 
the U.S. or Israeli intelli- 
gence services. 


equipment, will accompany 
the delegation. 

Eight Israeli companies 
also look pan in the last 
Milipol exhibition hosted in 
Doha, in 1996. “Some of 
those companies have had 
success and it generated 
some business for them,” 
said Ravel. 

Qatar is the only Gulf Arab 
state, apart from Oman, to 
have trading links with 
Israel. But the normalisation 
was frozen after the election 
of Israel's right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu in 1996. 


TEHRAN (AFPl — A 
senior Iranian official set 
four conditions on 
Wednesday for a start of 
official talks with the 
United States, as thousands 
of people marked the 19th 
anniversary' of the seizure 
of the U.S. embassy here. 

“Our stand against the 
United States is not a polit- 
ical jest: it is a real struggle 
to preserve our internation- 
al prestige.” General 
Mohsen Rezai, the secre- 
tary of the Expediency 
Council, a top supervisory 
body to supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
said in a speech to the 
crowd. 

“There are conditions 
before any negotiations. If 
these conditions are met. 
then we can talk about 
negotiations." the general 
said. 

He demanded that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
“apologise to Iran at an offi- 
cial international forum for 
his country’s support of 70 
years of dictatorship in 
Iran,” a reference to the 
monarchy toppled in the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

He also asked Washington 
to “pledge to never again 
interfere in our internal 
affairs, to remove its naval 
fleet from the Persian Gulf 
region and release Iranian 
assets" frozen in the United 
States. 

“As long as the 

Americans do not meet our 
conditions and do not adopt 
a more humane approach 
towards us. negotiations are 
not possible - . 

“The Americans are 

afraid of relations with Iran, 
because they are in conflict 
with their support of Israel. 


They want to use the nego- 
tiation process and cheat 
us.” Rezai said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright called 
in June for a roadmap to 
pave the way for nor- 
malised relations between 
the two enemies. But her 
Iranian counterpart rejected 
the offer in September, 
demanding that the United 
States first end hostilities 
towards Iran. 

Washington broke off ties 
with Tehran in 1980 after its 
embassy was raided by 
activist students, and all 
attempts to establish dia- 
logue have failed so far 
amid strong opposition 
from Iranian revolutionar- 
ies. 

Khamenei ruled out any 
dialogue with Washington 
on Tuesday, insisting that 
Iranians were better off 
without relations with the 
“Great Satan.” 

Thousands of people, 
mainly schoolchildren, 
gathered in front of the for- 
mer U.S. mission in central 
Tehran, burning American 
flags and effigies of Uncle 
Sam in official demonstra- 
tions to mark the anniver- 
sary of the embassy seizure. 

The staff at the American 
embassy were seized in on 
Nov. 4. 1979 and held 444 
days, in protest at “hostile” 
U.S. policies towards Iran, 
notably the admission to the 
United States of the late 
shah who was toppled in 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

Moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami in a 
ground-breaking overture 
to the American people in 
January, called for a “crack 
in the wall of mistrust” 
between the two countries. r 


Israeli security firms to 
take part in Doha fair 


Lebanese cross over to work for the ‘enemy’ 


Bv Jacques Lhuillery 

AFP 

KFAR KILA — After a long work 
day in the factories of Israel, hun- 
dreds of Lebanese women return 
home through the Kfar Kila passage- 
way in occupied south Lebanon, 
resigned to earning their living by 
labouring for the “enemy" Israelis. 

“I do not have a choice. There is no 
work for me here,*’ said one woman 
who. like all those interviewed at the 
checkpoint, refused to give her 
name. 

“Here” is the so-called southern 
Lebanon security zone, jointly con- 
trolled since 1978 by the Israeli 
army and its allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

The zone, caught up in daily con- 
frontations between the Israeh-SLA 
forces and guerrillas fighting the 
occupation, has been almost entirely 
abandoned by residents and what 
economic revival that has occurred 


has been minimal. 

“There is nobody really poor or 
really rich. The people try to make it 
any way they can.” said one shop 
owner. 

And for some 2,500 Lebanese that 
means crossing Kfar Kila every day 
and being subjected to the humilia- 
tion of systematic body searches as 
well as the more symbolic humilia- 
tion of working for the Israeli occu- 
piers. 

"My employers are not friendly 
but they pay me regularly.’’ said one 
woman who works in an Israeli 
dressmaking shop and earns $400 a 
month — double Lebanon’s stan- 
dard minimum wage. 

The women usually woik in facto- 
ries while the men are employed at 
construction sites, farms or hotels. 

Most of them are bussed into Israel 
and cover their faces while crossing 
over what Israel insists on calling the 
“real border.” 

They hide their identities as much 


to avoid questioning journalists as 
the blinding Israeli floodlights that 
are pan of each night's return 
through the barbed-wire passage- 
way. 

“For 13 years I have been waking 
up at four in the morning. After a 
quick shower, I head to Kfar Kila 
and then go to work at a shoe facto- 
ry in Kiryat Shmona. I return at 
about five in the evening,” said one 
woman. 

Often those who cross over to 
work are snubbed by compatriots 
who refuse, no matter what their cir- 
cumstances. to work in Israel. 

But for many, economic reality 
means the Israeli factories are their 
only option, especially if they have 
family members connected to the 
SLA. 

4 T have two sons studying in 
Beirut," said one woman who hinted 
that because her husband was “into 
politics” — in other words, an SLA 
member — there was no work for 


her in the rest of Lebanon. 

“What can I do?" she said. 

For the Israeli-allied SLA, the 
daily flood of workers is a kind of 
public relations victory, a way of 
showing that Israel is not just an 
unwanted occupier of Lebanon's ter- 
ritory but a way of offering poor 
Lebanese a step -up the economic' 
ladder. 

“Our aim is to preserve good 
neighbourly relations for a time 
when there will be peace ” said an 
SLA official who added that the 
workers' who cross over generate 
some $45 million a year for 
Lebanon’s economy. 

But that perhaps inflated figure 
puts die most optimistic face on 
what for the workers crossing Kfar 
Kila every day is less like financial 
opportunity than simply the most 
basic and necessary kind of exis- 
tence. 

As one young woman labourer 
said: “Ir is this or misery.” 


i 






NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanese cabinet approves corruption bill 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Lebanese cabinet approved 
Wednesday an “illicit wealth” bill ordering top officials to 
reveal their fortunes and scrapping official immunity in a bid 
to stamp out high-level government corruption. Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri said at a news conference that the bill 
was approved at a cabinet meeting which President Elias 
Hrawi chaired at ihe hilltop presidential palace north of 
BeiruL The bill was referred to parliament for final approval. 
Hariri said. Hariri said the bill updates a 1956 law. under 
which no Lebanese official had ever been tried for corruption. 
He said the new draft law would be more efficient because it 
"includes a mechanism to fight illicit wealth.” 

3 SLA militiamen killed by bomb 

MARJ AYOUN (AFPl — Three members of the Israeli-allied 
South .Lebanon Army were killed on Wednesday when 
Hizboilah guerrillas detonated a remote-control bomb in die 
Jezzine region of south Lebanon. SLA sources said The 
explosion also left one SLA militiamen wounded the sources 
said Hizboilah claimed responsibility tor the attack. 

Pope’s visit linked to peace process 

ROME (AP) — Progress in the peace process between 
Israelis and Palestinians could open the way to a papal visit to 
the Holy Land a top Vatican official said Wednesday. Pope 
John Paul II has frequently expressed the desire to make the 
trip — be has an open invitation from the Israelis — but no 
date has ever been scl The Palestinians have also invited him. 
While the Vatican has never publicly set conditions. 
Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran. the Vatican’s foreign minis- 
ter, said a visit would be "more likely” if the peace process 
moved ahead A papal trip to Israel is one of a series of thorny 
issues on the agenda of Vatican-Israeli diplomacy, with 
Tauran igniting the latest flashpoint during a visit to occupied 
Jerusalem last week. 

Libyan meetings with U.N. had no result 

CAIRO (AFP) — Last month’s discussions between Libyan 
and U.N. officials over Tripoli's request for guarantees on the 
fate of the two Libyans suspected in the Lockerbie bombing 
did not satisfy Libya’s primary reservations, Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa said Wednesday. Musa, who 
made an impromptu visit to Tripoli Tuesday to mediate a 
solution to the impasse with Libyan President Muaromar 
Qadhafi. said the New York meetings had not led to any sig- 
nificant agreement with U.N. officials. "I reviewed what 
resulted from the discussions with Colonel Qadhafi. but there 
are still divergences [with the United Nations] on one or two 
points of chief importance to Libya,” he told a press confer- 
ence here. 

Danish FM cancels Jerusalem tour 

TEL AVP/ (AP) — It was either incognito or “no” for Danish 
Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen. Israel officials said 
Wednesday that Helveg Petersen, on a one-day visit to Israel 
a day earlier, cancelled a walking-tour of Jerusalem's Old City 
after discovering’ he would be accompanied by uniformed 
police instead of undercover security agents. Helveg Petersen 
left Israel for the United States early Wednesday. Iraara 
Dotan, a spokeswoman for Israel's foreign ministiy said 
Helveg Petersen wanted his tour to be low-profile and 
requested only undercover agents to accompany him. 
However, diplomatic. protocol requires that foreign digni- 
taries be protected by uniformed police, especially in areas 
such as Arab east Jerusalem, occupied in 1967. 

Israeli population tops six million 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's population topped six million at 
the end of September, the Central Bureau of Statistics said 
Wednesday. The number of Jews, who make up 80 per cent 
of the population, came to 4.760,000, while the number of 
lsraelLArabs and other minorities came to 1,240,000, it said. 
Israel’s population has expanded by one million in the last 
seven years, during which 520.000 immigrants arrived, most 
from the former Soviet Union. 

Three killed in Egypt train collision 

■ . 

CAIRO (AFP) — A train conductor and his two assistants 
were killed early Wednesday when their train collided with a 
truck that had illegally crossed the tracks, police said. A train 
passenger was also injured in the accident, which occurred 
just south of Cairo when the truck driver ignored the bells sig- 
nalling the arrival of the train and drove across the tracks, 
police said. The track driver was not hurt. Forty-seven people 
were killed last month in one of Egypt’s worst train accidents 
ever after ticket dodgers disrupted the train’s brake system. 




Lucky genes the 
secrets of 
Jagger’s health 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
Rolling Stones’ singer Mick 
dagger says that clean living, 
exercise and lucky” gemr 
are what have helped ket? ; 
him a Jumpin’ Jack Flash at 1 
the age of 55. Jagger — 
whose name became syn- 
onymous with sex. drugs and 
rock and roll in the 1960s — 
told the French daily 
Liberation: “I don't have 
[vices], I concentrate cm my 
work." “I drink a bit, but 
never when I’m on tour. It’s 
the same as tar as drugs are 
concerned. When I work, I 
need to be alert. But 1 still 
like to have fun,” the rocking 
grand-dad said. 

Murdoch to 
marry Australian 
supermodel 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Lachlan 
Murdoch, eldest son of 
media magnate Rupert 
Murdoch, will marry 
Australian supermodel Sarah 
O’Hare, his girlfriend of nine 
months, next year. The chair- 
man and chief executive of 
News Ltd. popped the ques- 
tion to 26-year-old O’ Hare 
over dinner on Monday night 
at a Melbourne restaurant 
“Yes, they are engaged and 
propose to get married next 
year.” she said. They plan to 
many in Australia in whr* 
promises to be one of 
international society wed- 
dings of the year. 

Charles’ birthday 
gift to be left 
behind 

LJUBLJANA (AP) — 
Prince Charles got a honey 
of an early birthday gift 
Tuesday — a hive foil of 
bees — as he ended a two- 
day visit to Slovenia. The 
bad news: The bees them- 
selves will have to be left 
behind, a victim of British 
custom laws that prohibit 
their import. The prince flew 
cm to Romania after his stop 
in this former Yugoslav 
Republic, and later this week 
will visit Bulgaria and 
Macedonia. Recognising h.'_ 
interest in beekeeping 
Slovene President Milan 
Kucan presented Charles 
with the hive to mark his 
upcoming 50th birthday on 
Nov. 14. But only the hive 
will be allowed back into 
Britain. 

Evangelista 
renegotiates fee 
after clumsy walk 

LISBON (AP) — Linda 
Evangelista agreed to rene- 
gotiate her appearance fee at 
a fashion show after her per- 
formance was criticised as 
clumsy. Evangelista. 33, was 
the headline attraction 
Sunday in the city of Oportc ^ 
but press reports Tuesday 1 -' 
described ber as overweight 
and unsteady on her feet. 
Manuel Serrao, spokesman 
for Portugal's National 
Association of Young 
Businessmen, which organ- 
ised the show. said 
Evangelista’s agent renegoti- 
ated her appearance feeT He 
wouldn’t give details. A 
spokeswoman for the Look 
Elite, the Lisbon branch of 
her modelling agency, said 
Evangelista had food poison- 
ing. 

Singapore concert- 
goers get to dance 
in Martin show 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Promoters for Latin American 
pop music heart throb Ricky 
Martin’s show in Singapore 
this month are taking advan- 
tage of relaxed rules which 
allow concert-goers to dance. 
About 700 tickets for free- 
standing places near the stage 
will besold for Martin's con- 
ceit on Nov. 25, said Midas 
Promotions. The concert will 
be the first to be held since * 
new licensing conditions for • 
concerts came into effect Oct. 

1, foe Straits Times said ■ 
Wednesday. “In the past, under 
the old roles, it was almost j. 
impossible to get approval for 
such a firing,” said Michael 
Hooting, managing director of 
Midas Promotions. 




